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PREFACE. 



As a book must not go out without a Preface, the 
tindersigned herewith introduce the correspondence 
between them, which gave rise to the debate in which 
they have been engaged, and which is aubstantially 
contained in the following pages. 

In presenting the following work to the American 

public^ no apologies arc oflfered. We live under a 
OoTcrnment which tolerates liberty of thought^ liberty 
of speech, and freedom of the press ; and in this ex- 
pression of onr honest yiews and feelings — di£fering 
widely as we do — upon the subject of Domestic 
Slavery in the United States — a subject relating to 
the general welfare of the country, we are but ex- 
ercising a right which belongs to every American 
citizen. The age of proscription for opinion*s sake, is 
past, and| as we trust, never again to return. The 
liberal genius of our free institutions, allows to all un- 
restricted interchange of thought and sentiment; 
while men's opinions are received or rejected, accord- 
ing as they possess merit or demerit. 

(ui) 
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For the imperfections of this volume, the under- 

Bigned offer no apologj. The Lectures of each were 
prepared for the occasion, under the pressure of other 
important J and frequently distracting avocations. We 
both claim to have spoken honestly, and with a sincere 
desire to do good. One of us a Southern man, the 
other a Northern man — ^both prejudiced, as we frankly 
admit, at least to some extent, in our educations, habits, 
and associations, in favor of the institutions, and usages 
of the respective section of the country we hail from— 
the reader will appreciate our principles and opinions, 
as be may deem them entitled to favor* 

W. G. Brownlow. 
AbbamFbtni. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 14, 1858. 
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OUR DISCUSSION IK SEPTEUBSB. 

Tn leader will see from ibe follewing correspondence, that 
khe battle epoken of in many of the newspapers, comes off on 
Taeeday, the eeventh of September, in the city of Philadelphia, 
between the Editor of this paper and Rev. Abram Pryne, a Con- 
gregational minister, and the Editor of an anti-slavery paper, 
pnbliahed in McGrawrilley Conrtland ooanty. New York, styled 
the " Central Reformer/' The following challenge appears in 
lufl Beformer for Hareh 10, 1858. 



BBY. UB. BBOWNLOW AND SLAVEBT. 

The publio inll remember that tide gentleman has ehallenged 
the friends of freedom in the North to debate with him the 
merits or demerits of slavery. His Teiy elaborate ohallenge has 
not been aeeepted, nnless it be a con^tional aoceptanee, from 
F^deriek Douglas. I now propose to reduoe the question to a 
single proposition, sweeping the entire area of the subjeet^ and 
in tiiat form I ehallenge him to its diseussion. The proposition 
I would state as follows: — 

"Ought Ameriean Slavery to be abolished V 

This question to be reverssd when the debate is half through, 
and to be stated as follows: — 

"Ought American Slavery to be perpetuated?" 

1* 
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lie may select the time and place of holding the debate. I 
only stipulating thai it shall be in the State of New York, aod 
that I shall have four weeks' Dotice between his aooeptanoe of mj 
challenge and the commencement of the debate. 

As my name may not baye reached him, I may state that like 
Mr. Brownlow I am a clergyman, and an editor, and will take 
the liberty to refer him to Hon. Gcrritt Smith, Hon. J. K. Gid« 
dings, Dr. Mark Hopkins, President of Willlama CoUegp, nnd 
Bev. L. Q. Calkins, President of New York Central CoWp^q. 

AbRAM PftTNJB. 

MoGbawyxu.k, Nsw Yobk. 



CainBAL Rkforx Owuce, i 
ItcGBAWTiiLi, New York, April 14, 1868. J 

Dear Sir — I sent you some time since a challenge to debate 
the question of the rigbtfalness of American SiaTcry with me. 
I have not heard from you — I write to express the hope that 
after your blustering announcement that you would meet the 
entire North on this question, you will not back out from the 
first debate offered you. Yours, Sbc^ A. Prtks. 



MoBRiSTOWN, Tjskn., April 20, 1S58. 

Bet. AsaAM Pryne — 
Sir — In your issue of an abolition paper, of the 10th ult, 
styled the " Central Reformer," and of which you seem to be 
, the ostensible editor, you challenge me to meet you in debate on 
the slavery question. You say you are " a clergyman and an 
editor,'' and for your character, you refer me to scTeral distin- 
guished abolitionists. 

There are two points of information I wish from you, before 
I respond to your challenge. First, what church are you con- 
nected with? Next, are you a white man, or a gentleman of 
color? BespectfuUy, d»., W. 0. Bkownlow, 

Editor of Knozvilie Whig. 
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UoEBi^^owv, Tmnu, AfnQ 9$, 18M 

Hoir. J. K. GiPMMOs— 
A clergyman at McGramrUIe, Conrtlaod coontj, who editi xa 
abolition paper, styled the '* Centra! Reformer," propoees a di§- 
eossion irith me on the subject of Slarery, and refers me to yoo, 
and otbersy for bis cbaiaeter. His name ts Jkhfom PryM, Is 
be a gentleman, in good standing in bis ohttrob T What ebnrob 
is be conneoted with T Is he a vhUe man, or a man 4if color f 
Year early reply irill oblige. 

Very respectfally, fte., 

W, G. BaovxeLoir. 



Hai>l of RkPm U. S., April 24, 1B58. 
Pear Sir — T have henrd Ahram Pryne preach P'n-eriil timos. 
I understand him to be n preacher in f^ood staciding witli the 
Congregational Cliurch — at least I Dever heard aii^ht a^^ainst 
him, aa a CliristiaD, a gentleman, a scholar. Very respcctfullj, 

J. li. (jlDDlUGS, 

W. G. Bbownlow, Esq. 



Khoztillv, April 26, 1658. 
Meo* Mr* J^ryne — Yonr letter of the 14tb inst is before me, 
and I hasten to reply. My failing to answer your *' eballenge" 
of Marob 10th, as set forth in the " Central Reformer,'' an Abo* 
lition paper, of which you seem to be the ostensible editor, has 
induced yon to believe that I have "backed out,'' after my 
'* blustering announcement" that I was willing to meet the entire 
North. 

I was in New Orleans when your characteristic, not to say 
" blostering/' challenge came to hand, and upon my return, I 
started east of here, taking my exchange papers with me; and 
80 soon as I opened your paper, and discovered your " chal- 
lenge," I addressed you from Morristown, in this State, and 
also your friend, Hon. Joshua B. Giddings. That letter I have 
no doubt has reached you before this time, and if 8o, has given 
yon to understand that I am not going to " back out," as you no 
doubt Retire me to do ! 

I think you have been a little too hasty in attributing cd>trar({ic€ 
to me in this matter. I was one thousand miles distant, in the 



Digitized by Google 



8 



OOBBESPONDBNOE 



aiiniiy South, ^hen your *'cbaUeiige" came here to mj addieo^ 
on a tour of observation among the negroes, and sugar and cot> 
ton plantations of Missimippi, Arkansaa, Louisiana, and Ala* 
bama, and I answered you with promptness, so soon as I re- 
turned and flashed mj eye upon your vety fair, liberal, and one* 
sided '* challenge/' prescribing the ierms and place of our dis^ 
cussion I 

In my letter to you, of the 20th inst., I requested to know, as 
a preliminary step towards engaging with you in " mortal com- 
bat," whether you were a white man or a gentleman of color. 
I must still know this fact, and I hope you will impart the infor- 
nmtion to me. My reason for desiring this information is, that 
1 have heretofore understood there is an Abolition College in 
McGrawville, and that an educated negro is at its head. I 
thought it likely that you might be that man, and if so, it is due 
to me that 1 know the fact. 

To be candid with von — and I deal so with nil men — the same 
mail bringing me your intsolent letter, also brings one from Mr. 
Giddings ; and while he stated that you are a minister in good 
standing in the Conc^recrational Church, he is silent as to your 
color^ the only question 1 prop nindrd to him with emphasis. 
This silence on his part has increased my suspicions as to your 
color. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I am, 

Very respectfully, 

"W. G. Brown LOW, 
Editor of the Knoxville Whig. 



McQaawtillb, N. Y., April 28. 

Kev. W. G. Bboitnlow — 

Sir — I have your note of April 20th, and hasten to reply. 
The oborcbes with which I act, are known as Union Churches. 
They are Independent Congregational in organization and 
government, and Evangelical in doctrine and practice. They 
differ from Congregationalism as to total independency, and on 
the subject of Christian union only. But of course you do not 
deem this point important, for in your first challenge you call 
out Theodore Parker by name, and you are not likely to meet a 
greater heretic than he in all (he North 1 



Digitized by Google 



00RBJ5SP0MDEN0S. 



Your second ioquirj I can answer, by stating thfti my father 
is a Hollander by descent, and my mother's father was a Scotolh 
man, and though not a very v^iiU man, there is not a drop of 
negro blood in my Toins. 

I shall hope to hear from yon again by retain mail. 

YoQxs, Abkax PBTm. 



HcGBAwmi.s, IL T., Hay 6tb, 1858. 
Bit. Mb. Bbownlow — 

8xr-^ouf letter of the 26th came this morning. Yob have, 
probably, received my last before this, and are satisfied as to 
my color ; yonr ezcnse for not replying sooner to my challenge, 
is satisfactory, and I ^thdraw any intimation contained in my 
letter as to yoor " baching oat." Year hint that I desire you 
to back out," I shall answer in deeds rather than words. 

Tou may select the place anywhere in the North, or North- 
west, from AugQsta, Maine, to Chicagp, as yon please. 

Let me suggest one or two incidental questions : — 

1. Shall the debate be published f 

2. Shall admission be free or otherwise. A fee at the door to 
pay expenses is common at the North. 

Yours in hope of a speedy and definite reply, 

A. Pbtkb. 



Knoxvii.lk, May 15th, 1 853. 

Rev. Abram Fryne — Your letters of April 2Sth, and May 0th, 
are both before me. My delay in answering is because of my 
absence from home again, in attendance at the meeting of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Church, South, still in ses- 
sion at Nashville. 

Your statements as to your Church relations and color, are 
perfectly satisfactory, and you may prepare to meet me ; but you 
will have to wait on mo for a short time on account of enirajro- 
ments I must comply with. This will only give you the more 
time for preparaLion ; and you will please not accuse me of 
egotism when I advise you to be iuliy ready, as I purpose to 
give you battle after a etjle yuu have not been accustomed to — 
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not iotending to be outdone by joa, bowever, in conrteej and 
fairnefle. 

1. I win clnim tbe rigbt of meeting joa on Mason and 
Dizon^e Line, say in the great Free Soil city of Philadelphia, 
which will give me twice the distance to travel that you will 
have* Pennsylvania is a NoTthem State— * Philadelphia can 
accommodate ue with a enitable Hall — and I presume yon can- 
not object to the place. 

2. As I do not go into this fight as the representative of any 
Church or politicfd orgpmisation. South, but upon my own hook, 
as a Southern man, and the advocate of Southern institutions, I 
will not be limited to any particular form ofdiseunhn, but will 
claim the right to discuss the whole Slavery question, contrast^ 
ing the molality and integrity of Northern men, with the morals 
and integrity of those of the Sonth. 

3. I am willing to open the debate, and ^ve you the conclud- 
ing speech, but I will protract it until I announce to yon and the 
audience, that I am through, I will not be limited to any time 
under an hour, in each of my speeches, allowing you the same 
time that I occupy in reply ; and when, in some instences, I 
chance to exceed one hour, it shall not be to the extent of more 
than thirty minutes, say, in all, one hour and a>half. 

4. While I am speaking, I will deny the right of interrupting 
me, but will concede to you the right to correct any and every* 
thing I may say. On the other hand, while yon are speaking, 
I will not interrupt you, nor tolerate it in any friend of mine, or 
of the Sooth. 

5. I will not suffer any other person to participate in the 
debate, but I ^vill concede to you tlie privilege of surrounding 
yourself with all tlie anti-Slavery leaders at the North, and with 
counselling them, aod being prompted by them at intervals; 
and when we are through, if any one of them shall think you 
have Doi done me or the South justice, I will renew the contest 
with him. 

G. As it regards publishing the debates, I propose to print in 
a book, all that I say, and just as I say it, I suggest that the 
whole be published under one cover. 

7. Ah it regards *' a fee at the doors," I would prefer that it 
be a free fight but if we are required to pay ball rent, and 
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Other iaddeotel, but neoetsaiy exiMiiiei^ we shell have to re* 
qnire the doori to he eloaed, end sell tiokete of edmiisioii* I on 
too poor mjtelf, to he at eny other ezpensee then m j tetet a 
hille and trarelUng expenaee. Bat thie we will agree upon 
when we meeti whioh mutt he a ftw daje in adranee of the 
diaoosslon. 

Hoping jou wiU aeoept the &ir and liheral terms laid down^ 
and reepond withoat delay, I will, npon reoeipt of yoor replj» 
pablish the intended dehatOt and the ime at which it ie to oome 
off. Tonr obedient serfant, W. Q. Buowhmw* 

Bditor of the KnoxriUe Whig. 



MMhuwrofia, ^aae li^ ISM 

Bm?. W. G. Brownlow— 

I have your letter of Maj 15th, and hasten to reply. One or 
two paragraphs of your letter need explanation ; you say you 
** will not be limited to any particular form of disoussion.'' Am 
I to infer from this, that you now decline debatinj^' the qucsuon 
which I challenged yon to debate ; nauiely, whether American 
elaTery ought to be abolished or perpetuated ? Or am I to under- 
stand this paragraph to mean, tliat wider that question^ you 
simply ask a wide range of debate? If the latrcr is all you 
mean, still agreeing that the questioQ ahaU stand as X first pro- 
posed, I have no fault to find. 

2. As to the length of time the debate shall oontinae, I haTO 
nothing to say. 

S* I shoold maeh prefer that the length of the speeches should 
be agreed upon on the start — and not varied from. * 

4. I agree to yonr proposition as to interraptions* 

5. I will not consent that any other person shall txkd part in 
the debate on either side. 

6. As to pnblishtng, I propose that each of ns employ a tsiv 
batim reporter— and each reyise his own speeches after the 
reporter has written them ont*-and that the bo6k be |w5luM, 
stereotyped, and each edition be sqnally dlTided between as» 
each paying half the expense. 

7. I am equally obliged, with yourself, to make the debate 
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pay its expenses ^uid think a fee at the door will seenre as 
large an andienoe as any room will hold. 
I should prefer going to New York, bat will not objeet to 

going to Philadelphia. 

If then, I understand right, that you accept mj challenge, and 
that the question shall be stated — Ought American Slavery 
to bo perpetuated," or *'Oaght American Slavery to be 
abolished," with the added agreement that the debate shall give 
you the widest latitude, to discuss all phases of the slavery ques- 
tion — with this understanding, I say, yon may give notice of 
the debate. But there must be a well defined question, under 
which I agree to give you the widest latitude. 

Your notice as to where the debate shall take place, must 
reach me four weeks before the time appointed. 

Please answer immediately. 

My reply has been delayed a few days by my absence In 
Ohio. Yours, Ac, A. Petvi. 



Kkozvillb, Jaoe 10, 1858. 

Bev. A, Pryne — Your letter of the Ist inst, post-marked same 
date, came to band to-day, nine days out, and I reply by the 
first mail going east. 

I mean in my letter to you, of the 15th nit., that under the 
question you proposed, ** Ought American slavery to be perpetu- 
ated?" I shall claim a wide range In the debate. In other 
words, I mean that I will go into an investigation of the whou 
BVBnm OF WLkrtsr, eontrasting the consistency and morality 
of the North, with that of the South. I mean, further, that in 
my speeches, Jwill be the judge of what is to the pointy and will 
not be ruled out of order, or off of the subject, by auy moderators^ 
or judges of the debate. As we are both preachers, I will use a 
figure that we fully understand : You may select any Text you 
please, but in my sennons upon that text, I will preach what seems 
to me to be gospel. If I say nothing to the purpose, and dodge the 
issues, it will be to your advantage, both before the audience, 
and in the published debates; for I will see that my speeches 
appear in the book just as I deliver them, and I hope yon will do 
the same. 
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II the pfoprietors of the latgest Hall in Philadelphia, will re* 
quire pay from us, for its nee, Ac, as they doohtless will, we of 
eoarse must charge an entraDce fee, or for a season ticket 1 
am a poor man, and not ahle to pay oot sereral handled dollars 
for Hall rent, for a week, to accommodate others* I have served 
the puhlic all my lifetime, and hare ncTer tamed m j attentbn 
to the business of making money. 

As I suppose we now anderstaad each other fally, write me 
that all 18 right, and I will annoonce the time, giviug ^uu aa 
long a notice in advance as you desire. 

I have the b<»or to bo, &c. 

W. G. Brownlow, 



HoQRAWTtUA, N. T.. Jane IS. 

Bit. W. G. BsowNtow: 

Dear Sir: — I have your letter In reply to my last. J t i s quite 
satisfactory on the point of my inquiry, and you may give notice 
of the debate, according to our understanding. 

I liave said but little to you about my course of argument. I now 
desire to say, that with me, the debate is quite other than a con- 
test between the two sections of the Union. I shall by no means 
undertake to defend the Nuith, or coTi iouin the South, in all 
things. It is the institution of slavery, and not the South, upon 
which I make war. I louk upon the cdur: o of many Northern 
men, Loth in politics and reliorion, with shame and scorn, and 
bhall only defend what is ri«:ht in the North. — But of course I 
accord to you the rie;lit to discuss side issues as much as you 
please, resorviug Lu my.self the right to reply or not as I may 
thiiik best. 

I represent no party in pulitics or religion, and am alone re- 
sponsible for my views. As to expenses, I presume Lhut I am 
far less able to bear them than yourbclf. A fee at the door is 
quite proper, and if more than enough to pay expenses can be 
thus raised, it will be right and just, and no drawback in a 
Northern audience. I think we need feel no delicacy about that 
matter. As to the time, I have only this to say, that my health 
is not robust, and I am about going to a Water Cure for two or 
three weeks. But if I have four weeks after your final notice, it 
will be enough. 

2 
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I must noi debate all da\^ every day. — Afternoons and ovon- 
5ng8 will bo all that T ran do, loavini; ii^ the mornings for rest. 
You will liave the adv;iiit;i:;o of me in physical strength, to say 
BOthiDg of your superior mental abilities. 

One thing nbont the Hall. It must be open to all, of every 
grade and color who buy tickets. You will see at once, that I 
cannot consent to any restrictions here. This must be stated in 
oor contract for a Hall. 

You will be quite as free from any prejadioe from a Philadel- 
phia audience as myself. £Tery Northern audience will hear 
you with entire respect) and no effort of mine shall be wanting 
in that direction. My sense of honor would prompt this course. 

I should preifer 30 minutes as the general length of speeches 
because I think it would suit the audience better. But I will 
sot contend for this. 

Of course, if we can mutually agree when the debate shall 
close, that would be well, but if not each one must quit when he 
thinks best. 

J suppose that it would not be best to permit the entire debate 
to be reported for the press, for that would injure the sale of our 
book. But upon that we can consult. 

Write me freely anything that strikes you. 

Bespeetliilly yours, 

A« Petns. 



EvozmLB, July 8tb, 1858. 

JZto. JL iyyntf -^BetnTDing from the counties below me^ I 
liasten to yours of the 18th ult. You say your purpose is, in our 
forthcoming debate, not to make war upon the South, but upon 
*' the institution of slaTcry.'' We are unable in the South, to 
distinguish between a war upon the South, and this institution. 
HoweTcr, as our general arrangements have been agreed upon, 
you and I must make these fine-spun distinctions, when we come 
to measure arms in debate. 

The debate must be carried on in day time, and I purpose to 
make only one speech each day. As to the length, I cannot be 
limited, as heretofore agreed upon, but it shall be of reasonable 
length. I am willing that it be in the after part of the day. 
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As to the Hme of dating, I can only ulj, I will wmd up, when 
in my own jodgment, I have oo?ered the whole gronnd. As t«> 
leportiDg oar debate for the newspapers, we eanH prevent that 
if we wonld. But we must first secure the copyright, and pre* 
vent any other publication than newspaper reports. 

The debate will open on Tuesday, Uie seyenth of September^ 
and I hope we may able to eonclnde the same week. 

Very respectfully, Ao. 

W. G. BiowwLOw; 



Amibscah Housa, SepL 3d, 1868. 

Beo* A. Fryne* — I arriTed in this city this afternoon, and 
learned yon were here. By speaking both too long and too loud, 
and by oyer-heating myself In a eontroTersy during the last 
summer, I ha?e brought upon myself bronchitis, rendering it 
impossible for me to speak, or even couTerse, without an effort 
somewhat punful. I have resorted to cupping, to the external 
use of Oroton Oil, and other remedies, prescribed by physicians, 
and thus far all to no purpose. With the exception of this 
almost incurable hoarseness, I am welL I come here to let yon 
know of my condition, and to suggest, and even ask a postpone- 
ment of our discussion of the Slavery question. I regret the 
dittappointment as much as any one liying ; and I will add, that 
It is Ihe first time in thirty years I have been without a strong 
and powerful voice. 

But if you think we must have it over, now that we are here, 
I am willing to go into it, and employ some competent man to 
read for me, as great as the disadvantages will be to me. I look 
more to the result of the publication of our speeches, in the same 
volume, than to any momentary effect upon a Philadelphia 
audience. In other words, I am willing to stand or fall by the 
matter of my speeches, as, from first to last, they shall cover the 
whole ground, concluding each speech with such replies to your 
temarln, as I may deem necessary. 

Yery respectfully, Ac, 

W. Q. BaowKLOw. 
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Philadelphia, Sept. 3d. 

Re9, W, G. Brownlow. — I have this moment received your 
note and hasten to reply. I deeply regret your loss of voice, but 
as we have both travelled far to meet in this debate, and as pub- 
lic expectation will be sadly disappointed if it fail, I readily 
accept your very honorable proposition to employ a second per- 
son to rend yocr ?peechea, and am ready to do all in my power 
to accommodate myself to your misfortune. Permit me to ex- 
press the hope that you will be able to produce a reader who 
will do justice to your speeches in the rendering. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

Abiuji Pktxs. 
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SLAVERY DISCUSSION. 

''OUGHT AMEMCAN BUVERY TO B£ PEBf£TDAT£D7' 



AfFIRMATIYEy L — By W. O. BRO?rNI<OW. 

Bbspbctsd Auditors: Before I enter on the dis- 
cnssion of tliis important question, and Tarions other 

kindred topics connected with, and growing out of this 
question, I wish to apprise this audience of what they 
will have discoTered before I take my seat — namely, 
that in my public addresses, no matter what my topics 
ma J be, I do not present mj themes with an eloquence 
that charms^ with that critical acumen that fascinates, 
or with diat richness of diction that captivates an 
audience. This I regret, as there is no power like 
that of oratory, Caesar controlled men by exciting 
their fears ; Cicero by captivating their affections and 
swaying their passions. The influence of the one 
perished with its author ; that of the other continues to 
this day, and will continue with public speakers to the 
end of time* 

Believing that I address an appreciative audience, 
who are here to learn facts in reference to " the 
peculiar institution," and the great question of the 
Kineteenth Century, I shall look more to what I say, 
2* (17) 
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fcham to my manner of sajing it — more, if you please, 
to tbe svijeet matter of my Bpeeches, doring this diB- 
cnssion, than to any exhibition of rare powers of 
analysis, wit, satire, or remarkable force and beauty 
of language. I deem this the more important, at least 
on my part, since this whole discussion is to go out to 
the world in the same bound volume, and be read by 
thousands, even after my reverend competitor and I 
shall cease at once to walk and live." 

In advocating the affirmative of this question, it is 
not meant that I am to be restricted to the narrow 
limits that teclinically accurate terms would fix, de- 
fining the limits of the debate. I may be allowed to 
remark, that in the correspondence which brought 
about this discussion, and which has been read in your 
hearing, I resisted the efforts of the gentleman — if 
indeed he intended such a thing — to tie up the dis- 
cussion by limiting me to his teset^ by the strict rules 
of sermonizing. 

Not only will I tliroughout this discussion openly 
and boldly take the ground that Slavery aa it exists 
in AmerieOf ought to be perpetuated^ but that slavery 
is an established and inevitable condition to human 
society. I will maintain the ground that God always 
intended the relation of master and slave to exist ; that 
Christ and the early teachers of Christianity, found 
slavery differing in no material respect from American 
slavery, incorporated into every department of society ; 
that in the adoption of rules for the government of 
society, and of the church, they provided for the rights 
of otonerBj and the wants of slaves; that slavery 
having existed ever since the first organization of 
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societjy it will exist to the end of time. And in the 
wide range I propose to take in this debate, I shall 
defend the South, and make war upon the abolitionism 

of the ]Srorth — covering, if you please, the whole 
ground of diflference between the two sections. 

Whoever, then, reflects upon the natnre of man, 
'Will find him to be almost entirely the creature of 
circumstances; his habits and sentiments are, in a 
great measure, the growth of adventitious circumstances 
and causes — hence the endless variety and condition 
of our species. That race of men in our country, 
known as abolitionists, free Boilers, or as black re- 
publicans, look upon any deviation from the constant 
round in which they have been spinning out the con- 
tentious thread of their existence, as a departure from 
nature's great system ; and from a known principle of 
our nature, the first impulse of these unmitigated 
fanatics is to condemn. 

It is thus that a mini born and reared in a free state, 
looks upon slavery as unnatural and horrible, and in 
violation of every law of justice and humanity 1 And 
it is not unusual to hear bigots of this character, in 
their churches at the North, imploring the Divine wrath 
to let fall the consuming fires of heaven upon that 
great Sodom and Gomorrah of the New World — all 
that vast extent of territory, south of Mason and Dix- 
on's Line, where this horrible practice is known to 
prevail! I hope my worthy competitor, who will 
follow me in this discussion, has never been steeped to 
the nose and chin in unwarrantable prejudices against 
the South. 

When an unprejudiced and candid mind examines 
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into tbe past history of oar race, and learns tlie fact 

wliica liistory develops, as the honest enquirer will, 
that a majoritj of mankind were slavery he will ho 
driven to the conclnsion I have long since reached; 
namely, that the world, when first peopled by God 
himself, was r ot a world freemen y but of slaves — 
the Declaration of American ludepcndencei as usually 
construed, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Slavery was really established and sanctioned by 
Divine authority, among even God's chosen people — 
the favored children of Israel. Abraham, the founder 
of this interesting nation, and the chosen servant of 
the Most High, was the lawful owner, at one time, of 
more slaves than any cotton-planter in South Carolina^ 
Georgia, Alabama, or Misnssippi ; or any tobacco or 
sugar planter in Virginia or Louisiana. This may 
strike you as a bold assertion, at iSrst glance ; but my 
competitor, who is familiar with the Scriptures, will 
regret^ that there is more truth than poetry in the de» 
claration. 

That magnificent shrine, the gorgeous temple of 
Solomon, commenced and completed under the pious 
promptings of religion and ancient free-masonry, was 
reared alone by the hands of slaves! Involuntary 
servitude, reduced to a science, existed in ancient 
Assyria and Babylon. Egypt's venerable and enduring 
pyramids were all reared by the hands of slaves, and 
black negroes at that ! The ten tribes of liiracl were 
carried off to Assyria by Shalmanezar, and the two - 
Strong tribes of Judah were subsequently carried in 
triumph by Nebuchadneszar to end their days in Baby- 
lon a« slaves, and to labor to adorn the city. Ancient 
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Phoenicia and Carthage, were literally overrun with 
slavery; the slave population outnumbering the tree 
and the owners of slaves, nearly three to one I The 
Ghreeks and Trojans, at thie siege of Troj, were attended 
with equal numbers of their slaves, to themselves, 
Athens, and Sparta, and Thebes — indeed, the whole 
Greeian and Boman worlds — had more slaves than 
freemen. And in those ages which succeeded the ex- 
tinction of the Roman empire in the West, slaves, 
abjeet and degraded slaves, were the most numerous 
elass. Even in the days of civilization and christian 
light, which revolutionized governments, laboring serfs 
and abject slaves were distributed throughout Eastern 
Europe, and Western Asia — showing that slavery 
existed throughout these boundless regions. In China, 
the worst forms of slavery have existed since the earli- 
est history of the Celestial Empire." And when we 
turn to Africa, we find slavery, in all its most revolting 
forms, existing throughout its whole extent, the slaves 
outnumbering the free-men three to one ! Looking 
then, to the whole world, I may with confidence assert, 
as I do to-day in your midst, that slavery in its worst 
forms, subdues by far the largest portion of the human 
race* 

Now, my respected auditors, the inquiry is, how has 
slavery thus risen and spread over our whole earth ? 
I answer — by the laws of war — the state of property 
— the feeblenea of govemmenU — the thirst for bar-' 
gain and sale — the increase of crime — and last, but 
not least, % and with the consent, Jcnoivlcdge, and 
approbation of Almighty God I Slavery, then, is an 
established and inevitable condition to human society* 
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I do not speak of the namcy but the fact. But the 

Abolition philanthropists of the United States care 
nothing for facts. Thej deal in terms and fictions. 
It IB not the institation of American slayery, but the 
word slayery*' which shocks their tender sensibilities^ 
and their fi uitful imaginations associate it with " h^ dias 
and chimeras dire/' 

In ^^that sacred book from Heaven bestowed/' 
usually called the Bible, this call is made upon Mtavef^ 
or servants^ as you may choose to regard them : 

"Let as many servunis as are under the yoke count their 
own masters wuithy of all liouor, that the name of God and 
liia doctriuo be not blasphemed." — 1 Tim. vi : 1. 

The ScriptnreSj for the most part, were written in 
the Hebrew and Greek languages, and I flatter myself 
that my worthy competitor is familiar with these lan- 
guages. If so, be knows that the word here rendered 
servants means SLAVES converted to the Christian faith ; 
and the word yoke signifies the state of slavery^ in 
which Christ and the Apostles found the world inrolTcd, 
when the Christian Church was first organized. 

By the word rendered ma^ters^ we are to understand 
the heathen masters of those christianized slaves* 
Even these, in such circumstances, and under such 
domination, are commanded to treat their masters with 
all honor and respect, that the name of God, by which 
they were called, and the doctrine of God, to wit: 
Christianity, which they had professed, might not be 
blasphemed — might not be evil spoken of iu conse- 
quence of their improper conduct. Civil rights are 
never abolished by any communication from God's 
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Spirit ; and those fiery bigots at the North, who propose 
to abolish the institntion of slayery, as it exists in the 
South, are not following the dictates of God 3 spirit or 
law. And if the Bev. gentleman who is to follow me 
in this debate, will allow me to instruct him in politioal 
economy, and Chiistian theology, I will here distinctly 
announce to him, that the ciril state in which a man 
was before his conyersion, is not altered by that con- 
version ; nor does the grace of God absolve him from 
any claims which the State, his neighbor, or lawful 
owner may have had on him. All these outward things 
continue unaltered; hence, if a man be under the 
sentence of death for a capital offence, and God see fit 
to convert him, which is sometimes the case, he is not 
released from suffering the extreme penalty of the law I 
The Ghurch of Christ, when originally constituted, 
claimed no right, cu an eeelenoitiedl arganizatioriy to 
interfere with the civil government, as the united 
Churches of New England are now doing. This was 
the principle upon which the Church was founded, as 
distinctly announced by its immortal Head. When 
Christ was doomed by a cruel Boman law to its most 
ignominious condemnation, he did not so much as 
resist it, because it was law^ nor did he complain of it 
as oppressive. I hope my reverend adversai'y will bear 
thisinmindl 

<<Then Pikte entered into the judgment-hall again, and 
called Jesns, and said unto him, Ait thou the King of the 
Jews f . • . Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this 
world; if my kingdom were of thb world, then would my 
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews; 
but now is my kingdom uot from henoe. ... To this 
end was I born, and for this cause oame I into the world^ 
that I should bear witness to the truth." — John zviii. 33-37. 
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Sir {turning to Mr, Pryne)^ when Christ came into 
tbe world on the business of His mission, He found 

the Jewish people subject to the E,oman kingdom; and 
in no instance did he counsel the Jews to. rebellion, or 
incite them to throw of the Boman yoke, as do the 
vagabond philanthropiata of the Free States of this 
Confederacy, in reference to the existing laws of the 
United States, in reference to slaverj. Christ was by 
lineal descent Thb King of thb Jbws/' but be did 
not assert his temporal power; so far from it, he 
actually refused to be crowned in that right. 

Under the Boman law, human liberty was held by 
no more certain tenure than the whim of the sovereign 
power, protected by no defluite couititution whatever. 
Slavery constituted the most powerful and essential 
element of the government ; and that slavery was of 
the most cruel character, and gave the masters abso- 
lute discretion over the lives of the slaves. 

This is not the case in any Slave State in this Union, 
and never can be. On the contrary, laws exist in all 
the Southern States punishing cruel treatment of slaves, 
as other misdemeanors ; and in some of our States, my 
own beloved Tennessee among the rest, owners of 
slaves are liable to an indictment before a grand jury, 
for failing to clothe them decently. And for the mur- 
der of a slave, unless it be done in self-defence, mas- 
ters and overseers have been frequently executed. 
This was done, but a few years since, in South Caro- 
lina ! 

But to return to the argument. Notwithstanding 
all this, under the Eoman laws, Christ did not make 
war upon the existing government, nor did He denounce 
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the rulers for conferring such powers; though He looked 
upon cruel legislation in the light in which the charac- 
ter of His mission required. And although the Church 
itself was not what it should have been, in no instance 
did Christ denounce that. The only denunciations the 
Saviour ever uttered, were those against the doctors 
and lawyers, the ministers and expounders of the Jew- 
ish code of ecclesiastical law. For this ho was cruci- 
fied. And the Jewuh anti-nlavery gamblers^ who put 
him to death, divided out his garments, as you recol- 
lect, casting lots for them. And from that day to this, 
whenever you meet with one of these Abolition Jews, 
he is engaged in the clothing hu9ines8y either retailing 
or wholesaling "ready-made clothing.'* 

But allow me to present the case of the inspired 
apostle to the Gentiles, as proof more palpable and 
overwhelming, on this rery point. He had been 
falsely accused, cruelly imprisoned, and unjustly ar- 
raigned ; and that, too, befoi c a licentious governor, a 
tyrannical and dissipated ruler, and an unprincipled 
infidel. Xhe Boman law in force at the time arrested 
the freedom of speech, denied the rights of conscience, 
and even forbade the free expression of oj inion in all 
matters conflicting with the provisions of the laws of 
the Roman government. In his defence before Felix, 
Paul never so much as speaks of liouian laiv^ though 
well versed in it; but ^'he reasoned of righteousneasp 
and temperaneej and the judgment to come*** Here 
was a suitable occasion to condemn the regulations, 
and to €[uestion the authority, of the villaaous statutes 
of Borne; but, instead of this, Paul plead his rights 
under the uigust regulations of the law. He charged 
8 
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Felix with vJTicial delinquency, with personal crime, 
:ni(l, lis a marij he held liim up to public scorn, and 
threatened him with the vengeance of a justly oflfended 
God 1 He appealed to the laWj and justified himself 
hy the law. He claimed the rights of a ^*Raman citi- 
zen ' — demanded the protection due to a Roman citi- 
zen — and he scorned to find fault with the law, cruel 
and unjnst as he knew it to he. And the consequence 
was, tiiat the licentious infidel who ruled, ^'trembled'* 
in his presence. 

The views I have here submitted, are not at all new, 
but have heen uniformly acted upon by evangelical 
Christians in all ages of the world. Since the days 
of St. Paul and Simon Peter, no reformer has appeared 
who was more violent than that great and good man, 
Martin Luther. JoHiir Calvin possessed a revolu- 
tionary spirit ; he foucrht everything he believed to be 
wrong ; he was unmitigated in his severity. Yet nei- 
ther of these great and justly distinguished men ever 
made war upon the ezistmg laws of their respective 
countries. 

John Weslky was the great reformer of the past 
century: he reformed the whole machinery of the 
modern Church of Christ ; and his doctrines and man- 
ner of conducting revivals are now leading elements 
of American Christianity. But Mr. Wesley never 
made war upon the English government, under which 
he lived and died. On the other hand, it is a matter 
of serious complaint among sectarians not friendly to 
the spread of Methodism, that Mr. Wesley wrote ela* 
borately against the war of the Revolution. Mr. Wes- 
ley believed it to be religiously his duty to sustain the 
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government under the reign of George III. ; and had 
I been placed in his circumstances, I should most un- 
questionably have imitated his pious example. And 
although devoted to law and order, and opposed to all 
resistance to existing laws, Mr. Wesley's letter to Lobd 
North, as British Premier, and a similar one to the 
Earl of Dartmouth, as Secretary of these Colonies, 
dated June 15, 1778, but recently brought to light by 
Obobge Smith, Fellow of the Royal Society of Great 
Britain, show that Mr. Wesley did not entertain towards 
the American colonies the hostilities that have been 
attributed to him. In those letters he eondemn$ the 
poliey of Oreat Britain towards the American eoloniee^ 
and predicted just what came to pass — actually sympa- 
thizing with the Colonies ! 

John Wesley, in his troubles at Savannah, Georgia 
— like Paul before the licentious governor, appealed to 
the law, and sought by every means in his power to be 
tried U7ider the law, asking only the privilege of being 
heard in his own defence I And as a propagator of 
gospel truth, he thus adhered to existing laws, " that 
the name of Grod and his doctrine be not blasphemed." 

One word more as to Mr. Wesley : He is quoted by 
Abolition Methodists at the North, against the Metho- 
di.-^ts of the South. And for aught I know to the con- 
trary, the Reverend gentleman who debates with me 
here, may be intending to confront me with some quo- 
tation from the pen of Mr. Wesley. What Mr. Wesley 
has said upon this subject, relates chiefly to the African 
slave trade, an iniquitous traffic I shall by no means 
attempt to justify. But it is a matter of record, that 
when Mr. Wesley returned from Savannah to England, 
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after a residence of two jears in Georgia, in bis Report 
to tbe London Board of Missions who sent him ont he 

advised the purchase of more iwjroea for the use of the 
American Missions — saying that a small experiment 
in that way had worked well — that while they were 
adapted to the climate, and their labor proved valuable, 
tbe Missionaries could be serviceable to them in a 
spiritual point of view I Am I asked for my authority 
for making this statement, I refer to the Report of 
Mr. Wesley to the Boaid, .itrrr liis rctiuii to London? 
which was in 1739. I also refer to tbe miautes of the 
Board, before whom he appeared in person, and where 
a record is made of this fact ! 

Tbe essential principles of the great Moral Law de- 
livered to Moses by God himself, are set forth in what 
is called the Tenth Commandment, and will be found 
in tbe 20th chapter of ilie book of Exodus : 

"Thou sbalt not covet thy ncijjchbor's house, thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his man^^vant, nor his 
maid'servanf, nor his oz nor his ass, nor any thing that is 
thy neighbor's." 

Tbe only true interpretation of this portion of tbe 
word of God is, that the species of property herein men- 
tioned, are lawful^ and that all men are forbid to disturb 
otlieis in the lawful enjoyment of their property. "Man- 
servants and maid-servaats, " are uvstinctly consecrated 
a» property f and guaranteed to man for his exclusive 
benefit — ^proof that slavery was ordained by Ood himself. 
I have seen learned dissertations from the pens of Anti- 
slavery men — and I expect to hear one equally learned, 
before this discussion closes — setting forth that the term 
^^iervant" and not slave'' is used here. To this I reply, 
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once for all, that both the Hebrew and Greek words 

translated " servant j'* mean " dave' also, and are more 
frequently used in this sense than in the former. Beside, 
the Hebrew Scriptures teach ns, that God especially 
authorized his peculiar people to purchane bond-hbn 
FOR ever'* ; and if to be in bondage for every does not 
constitute slavery 9;^ perpetual as American slavery^ I 
yield the point to the gentleman who proposes to abolish 
the latter ! 

The visionary notions of piety and philanthropy en- 
tertained by many men at the North, lead them to 
resist the Fugitive Slave Law of this government, and 
even to violate ilic tenth Commandment, by stealing 
our men-servants and maid-servants" and running 
them into what they call free territory, upon their 
''under-ground railroads !" Nay, the viUanoue piety 
of some has led them to contribute Sharp's rifles and 
Moly Bibles, to send the uncircumcised Philistines of 
our New England States, into bleeding Kansas," to 
shoot down the Christian owners of slaves, and then to 
perform religious ceremonies over their dead bodies ! 
Clergymen lay aside their Bibles at the North, and 
apply forty parson power to the Pjresident of the United 
States, to induce him to reverse his decrees in reference 
to Kansas matters ! Even females, as in the case of 
that model beauty, Harriet Beecher StowBy unsex them* 
selves, to aid in carrying on this horrid and slanderous 
"Warfare against the slaveholders of the South ! English 
travellers, steeped to their very eyebrows in prejudices 
against this government, and our domestic and political 
institutions, have written books upon this subject, and 
our Northern neighbors have circulated them. The 
8* 



Digitized by Google 



ATVI&MATIVKi I. 



Halls, Hamilions, TroUopes, Thackerays, and Missefl 

Martineaus, et id omne genus^ all have slandered tlie 
South, and misrepresented her institutions. These 
EDglish writers all denounce Slayery and eulogize 
Democracy y as though an Englishman could be a Demo- 
crat, in the modern, vulgar, bogus sense of that much- 
abused term, and still be a consistent man ! 

But, as already stated, I do not propose in this dis- 
cussion to enter into any defence of the African slave 
trade, although the eviia of it are greatly exaggerated. 
Its evils, and cruelties, its barbarities, which are bad 
enough at best, are not justified by the most ultra 
Southern slaveholder. The vile traffic — for such I 
characterize it — was abolished by the United States, 
even before the Parliament of Great Britain prohibited 
it. All the civilized governments in the world have 
subsequently prohibited this trade — some of the more 
influential and powerful of them having declared it 
piracffy and covered the African seas with armed ves- 
sels to prevent it ! 

This trade, which seems so shocking to the feelings 
of mankind, dates its origin as far back as the year 
1442. Antony Oonzales, a Portuguese mariner, while 
exploring the coast of Africa, was the first to steal some 
Moors^ and was subsequently forced by Prince Henry 
of Portugal to carry them back to Africa. In the 
year 1502 the Spaniards began to steal negroes, and 
employ them in the mines of Ilispaniola, Cuba, and 
Jamaica. In 1517 the Emperor Charles V. granted 
a patent to certain privileged persons, to Bteal exelu* 
Bively a supply of 4000 negroes annually for these 
islands ! 
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At the commencement of the present century, tlio 
slave trade was carried on by Turkey, Hoiiand, England, 
Franco, Spain, Denmark, Portugal, the United States, 
and Central America. In all of those coontries, hov- 
evcr, the trade Las been suppressed, except in the 
Island of Cuba, and it is carried on there, as it has 
been for years, only by the eyasion of law. And it is 
due to the truth of history to state, that no two men 
nuw dead or alive, have done more to put an end to 
this brutal and unchristian commerce, than Lords Pal- 
merston and John Bussell, for neither of whom hare 
I eirer entertained any great regard. 

In 1807 the American Congress passed a law, which 
effectually put a stop to the slave trade, by imposing 
a fine of ^20,000 and a forfeiture of the vessel, upon 
all persons concerned in fitting out any vessel for the 
slave trade; while the importer of a negro from a 
foreign country, if convicted of selling him in the 
United States, was, by that Act, subjected to a fine 

of 310,000, and iuipi itoniiKMit iur a term of years, not 
less than five^ nor exceeding ten. 

And now, after a lapse of half a century of prohibi- 
tion, an attempt was made in Oongress, last winter was 
a year ago, to revive tliis trade, which was negatived 
by a vote of 183 to 8, in the popular branch of our 
National Legislature, in the adoption of the following 
resolution, offered by Col, James L. Orb, of South 
Carolina, and at present the Democratic Speaker of 
the House : 

^^Rrsolcal. That it h INEXPEDIENT, UNWISE, AND CON- 
TRAllY TO THE SETTLED POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES, i4i 

repeal the laws prohibiting the African Slave Traded 
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With pride and pleasure, I annoimce that this reso- 
lution came from South Carolina — that out of the 
thirteen slave states represented in Congress, there 
were but eight votes against this resolution — and that 
these were ultra Southern men, from Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, and Louisiana, strongly tinctured ^vitli firc-cating 
and disunion sentiments. I may possibly be told that 
repeated efforts haye been made in the several sessions 

of the " SOUTHERN COMMERCIAL C02^VENTI0N," to revive 

the African slave trade. In repl}', I have to saj, that 
these efforts as repeatedly failed. I was at different 
times a member of that body, and I therefore speak 

advisedly. 

African slaves were first imported into America in 
1620, a century after their introduction into the West 
Indies. The first cargo of 20 Africans, by a Dutch 
vessel, was brought up the James River, into Virginia, 
and sold out as slaves. Las CasaSf a Spanish priest, 
superintended the sale of the first cargo, and shared 
largely in tlie profits. 

England then being the most commercial of Euro- 
pean nations, engrossed the trade ; and from 1680 to 
1780, one hundred years, there vere imported into the 
British Possessions alone, ttvo wiUions of slaves — 
making an average annual importation of more than 
20,000 ! 

The States of this Union, north of Mason and Dix- 
on's Line, commonly called the New England States, 
alias the Free States^ were never, to any great extent, 
Blavekolding. No sir-ee, {turning to Mr. Pryne) their 

virtuous and pious minds ^\cvc chiefly exercised in 
alave-stealing and slave- selUng ! To Olo England, the 
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mother couutrj, our Pilgrim Fathers of the New Eng*- 
land States, are indebted for their knowledge of the 
art of slave-stealing; and to the pious, God-fearing, 
and liberty-loving Ifew England States, are ire of the 
South, wbollj iiidcbtod for our slaves ! They stole the 
African from his native land, and sold him into bondage 
for the sale of gain. In 1711, there was a slave depot 
established in New York, in what is now known as 
Wall Street, and slaves captured on the Wotcru coast 
of Africa, were landed there by New England vessels, 
to supply the Southern market ! About the same time, 
another slave depot was opened in the God-fearing 
and liberty-iovincf city of Boston, near to where the 
^'Franklin House" now stands! They kept but few 
of their captives among themselves, because it was not 
profitable to use negro labor in the cold and sterile 
regions of iNew England. And when they enacted 
laws in the New England States, abolishing slavery, 
they hurried their negroes round South, in sail vessels, 
and sold them into bondage to Maryland, Virginia, 
and the Carolinas, before their laws could go into ope- 
ration ! What an unmitigated generation of hypocrites 1 
Tliey stole and sold into perpetual bondage, a race of 
buiiian beings it was not profitable to kcv\)^ :ind for 
whom they now, like so many graceless pirates, refuse 
all warranty* And what few American ships are in 
the trade now, at the peril of piracy, are New England 
ships. 

Nay, it is asserted — and I have nowhere seen it 
contradicted, that as many as eeventg-five vessels were 

fitted out for the slave trade in the United States, dur- 
ing the year 1857, and every one of these in northern 



Digitized by Google 



84 



AFFIEMATITEj I 



ports ! I have no doubt — tbough I cannot prove tbe 

fact — that a portion of these are owned and manned by 
the hypocritical freedom-shriekers of the Northern 
States, who desire to recover the several snms of money 
they have contributed, under excitement, to aid the 
cause of "bleeding Kansas. ' 

But I cannot dismiss this branch of my subject, 
without going somewhat into detail, as it regards the 
course puioucd by northern men. From 1804 to 1807, 
a period of three years, there were imported into tho 
little town of Bristol, in the State of Bhode Island — 
seaport that did not then contain a population of 2000 
souls — as many as 8914 slaves, all from the coast of 
Africa ! During the same period, there ^vere brought 
into ITewport, a town within twelve or fifteen miles of 
Bristol, in the same State, now the famous and attract- 
ive watering-place, 3488 slaves, all from the coast of 
Africa ! Providence, in the same State, received 559, 
also from the coast of Africa, and fehniouBly obtained 
at that ! Hartford, in Connecticut, the ancient head- 
quarters of i' edcralism, whose extreme piety and "Blue 
Laws led them to fine a man for kissing his wife on 
Sunday — ^this town received 250 of these %tclen negroeB 
from the co;ist of Africa, and was as imj^ortnnate in 
her demand for more, as was the celebrated beggar of 
London, in soliciting charities 1 And the transcend- 
antly pious, and God-fearing city of Boston, received 
1000 in the same length of time, on consignment^ all 
from the coast of Africa ! 

Tho slaves brought into Khode Island, were but a 
small portion of the number lier citizens were skaling 
from the coast of Africa, and carrying directly to the 
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West Indies, and into tlie ports of Maryland, Virginia, 
the Carolinas, and Georgia ! As many as ffty-mne 
slave ships belonged, at the time, to the little State of 
Rhode Island, not larger than some of our connties in 
Tennessee. Some of the largest fortunes which have 
descended to her citizens, were created by this nefa- 
rions traffic ; and bat a fev years ago, there were men 
in that State, among the most honored and wealthy of 
the inhabitants, who had been active participants in 
the trade, and owned the identical ships that brought 
these human cargoes to our shores ! One of her Sena- 
tors in Congress, as late as 1827, commenced his career 
in life as a slaver, between the coast of Africa and the 
West India islands ; and he had ships engaged in the 
traffic, until it was suppressed by the Act of Congress 
already cited ! He died but a few years ago, bequeath- 
ing a fortune of millions to his children and grand- 
children, who are at this day classed in the highest 
ranks of society, and are among the bitterest opponents 
of negro slavery ! Some one may be curious to know 
who this Senator was. To mention names would be 
f€T9maL I will just say, that in 1827, Rhode Island 
was represented in the Senate by Nshbuiah B. 
Knighx and Asiier Robins! 

Now, too, the little State of Rhode Island has run 
mad upon the subject of slavery, and will promote no 
man to a post of Iionor who is not the advocate of what 
is falsely called freedom. She spurned Buchanan on 
account of his Demaeracff^ and Fillmore, because of 
his conservative views touching the Southern question, 
and cast her vote for Fremont and Davtoii I 

The pious and religious portion of northern abolition- 
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iBtB, I take it, are the better portion, and in these the 

people of the South can repose no sort of confiderice. 
Take, ibr example, the case of that great man, and 
powerful pulpit orator, Dr. Olin, who Tisited Georgia 
more than thirty years ago, as a sehool'-teaeher, and 
was kindly treated by BiSHOP Andrew and others — 
ultimately became a minister — and married an esti- 
mable Georgia lady, owning quite a number of slaves. 
He cashed those negroes at fair prices, pocketed the 
money, and returned to his congenial North ; and when 
Bishop Andrew was arraigned before the General Con- 
ference of 1844, in New York, because he had married 
a widow lady owning a half dozen slaves, Dll, Olin" 
appeared on the floor of that conference, and both 
spoke and voted against the Bishop I I might multiply 
instances of this kind, but it is not necessary. I will 
name the cases of two distinguished Presbytcriau 
ministers — Dr. Beman, who married in Georgia, and 
Dfi. Hall, who was the pastor of a church in Tennes- 
see—who exchanged their negroes for money, returned 
to their congenial North, and became the zealous advo- 
cates of Freedom," in the abolition sense of the 
term. Xhese gentlemen, like Dr. Olin, washed their 
hands of the sin and scandal of slavery, pocketed the 
money their negroes sold for, and employed their time 
and talents in pleading for the rights of the poor 
Africans of the South ! May I not exclaim, Lord I 
what is man V* 

But the gentleman who follows me in this discussion, 
as well as many who hear me to-night, may feel dis- 
posed to complain that I am not adhering to the 
question in controTcrsy — " Ought American Shivery 
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to he perpetuated f" I purpose to meet that qnestioiiy 
and to inarch square up to it — but I have not reached 
the point in this controversy, at which I design to meet 
tliis issne. Gentlemen will please ezerciBe a little 
patience. 

I am personally acquainted with many of the aboli- 
tionists of the North, connected with the Methodist 
Church; and although I suppose they are about as 
pious aiul reliable as abolitionists of otlier denwuiina- 
tions, I have but little confidence in their pious sympa- 
thies for Southern negroes* Their clergymen will 
enter their fine churches on the Sabbath, preach and 
pray against the sin of slavery, shed their tears over 
the wrongs of the " servile progeny of Ham" in the 
South; and, on the next day, in a purely business 
transaction, in a dry-goods store, or a candy shop, in 
closing up a book account, they would cheat a Southern 
slave out of the pewter that ornaments the head of his 
walking-stick! But, then, .they have this redeeming 
quality, they would do it re%tbii%, and in the Mtsred 
name of the Lord! 

What was the course pursued by the piou8 Metho- 
dists of the North, toward their brethren of the South, 
when the Church divided in 1844 ? The General Con- 
ference agreed upon a "Plan of Separation;*' com- 
missioners were subsequently appointed to adjust and 
settle all matters relating to a fair and equitable 
division of the Church property and funds. Tho 
Southern Conferences met in Louisville, Kentucky, in 
May, 1845, in convention, and resolved themselves 

into a SBPARATB AND DISTIKCT EGCLESUSTIOAL CON* 

N£0XI0N." Instead of abiding by this sacred compact, 
4 
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entered into after much prayer and deliberation, the 

Northern Chiircli came down upon the Southern 
organization, as a pro-slavert/ Church, intending only 
to strengthen slavery in the Souths and to protect 
dave-holding in the ministry. 

And, sir, with characteristic hypocrisy, aiul anii- 
slavery dishonesty, the Northern Methodbt Church 
repudiated the Plan of Separation" they had agreed 
upon, and the adjustment in reference to the Church 
property and i*unds — thus forcing the Southern com- 
missioners to institute legal proceedings against them 
in the United States Courts at Cincinnati and New 
York, where the Church property was located. These 
suits, conducted on the part of the South, by such 
lawyers as Lord, of New York, Reverdy Johnson, 
of Maryland, Staksburt and Corwin, of Ohio, and 
Bryen, of Tennessee, cost the Church, South, over 
SIXTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ; but the South recovered 

about HALF A MILLION ! 

This Church now has a mammoth publishing house 

in successful operation at Nashville; and disper-^cd 
throughout her bounds are her seven Christian Advo- 
cates, weekly organs of the Church, with their 100,000 
subscribers, and from three to five hundred thousand 
readers. She has her Missionary'* organization, now 
contributing as much money for Missionary purposes 
as the entire Church did before the separation in 1844. 
She has her ninety literary institutions — such as 
colleges and high-schools, male and female, under her 
care — more than the entire Church had at the time 
of the separation I 

What next f This Church has 24 annual conferen* 
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ces, extending from the Potomac to California, and 
2300 travelling preachers. Beside these, she numbers 
in her ranks 5000 local preaeheri. Within the bounds 
of these 24 annual conferences, she has a memhership 

of SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND, 200,000 of Avhom 

are colored psrsoiis, and slaves at that, with but few 
exceptions I 

At another time I will speak of the Southern slaves 

in connexion with other Christian denominations. At 
present, I will content myself with the remark, that 
the Methodist Ohnrch, South, is dispensing more labori 
and expending more money, to improve the spiritual 
condition of the slaves ; nay, she is doing more fur the 
souls and bodies of the negro race ; than all the Wen- 
dell PhOlipses, Josh Giddingses, Horace Greelys, Ward 
Buechers, Loyd Gairisuos, TlicoJorc Parkers, Madam 
Stowes, and other freedom-shriekers, now out of the in< > 
f emal regions ! 

What nextf A distinguished statesman and pa- 
triot, now no more, delivered a speech in the United 
States Senate, on the 4th of March, 1850, and it was 
hiB dying tpeeeh, for he never spake thereafter. He 
was posted on this slavery question, in all its bearings ; 
and for a quarter of a century, while in the public 
councils of the country, ho watched the movements of 
parties with sleepless vigilance* Speaking of the effect 
of the Abolition agitation upon the religious cords 
which assisted in holding the Union together, this 
dying statesman said : 

^'The first of these cords which snapped under its cxplo- 
give force (Abolitioiiisra) was that of the powerful Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The numerous unci strong ties which 
held it together are ali broken, and unity gone." 
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These were among the last words of that great and 
towering intellect, and tried patriot, John C. Oalhouk, 

who literally died in Southern harness^ battling for 
the rights of the South, under the Constitution. A 
man of unblemished private character, a consistent 
member of the Ohnroh, and a firm believer in the truths 
of tbe Bible, I hope, nay I believe he has found a calm 
and welcome retreat from the cares and anxieties of 
political strife, in the paradise of our Ood, where the 
harsh epithets, and rude insults of unprincipled freedom- 
shriekers, and false-hearted Abolitionists, will never fall 
upon his ear 1 for that class of men, after death, never 
travel in the direction of Ood's habitation ! 

The explosive force of Abolitionism has snapped asun- 
der the cords and strong ties of other Churches, as 
well as that of the powerful Methodist Episcopal 
Church,'* which have long been holding this Union 
together. The Southern portion of the New School 
Fl'esbyterian Church, have seperated from their Aboli- 
tion brethren, on account of their ceaseless and grace- 
less agitation of the slavery question, and have orga- 
nized an independent synod ! 

The Baptists split with their Northern brethren upon 
this issue, years ago, and the Southern portion of them 
occupy the only position that Southern Christians can 
occupy, that of independent ground— denying the right 
of any ecclesiastical body to meddle with our domestic 
institutions ! 

The Episcopal Church is moving in the same direc- 
tion, in getting up a great Southern University ; and 
although no formal split has taken place in that Church, 



Digitized by Google 



BT W» O. BBOWNLOW. 



the reckless Abolitionists within her pale, will sooner 
or later create a bchisrn of the worst sort ! 

As churcheSi at the South, wo cannot affiliate with 
men who fight under the dark and piratical flag of 
Abolitionism, and whose inlcrnal altars smoke wiih tiiu 
vile inceose of Korthern fanaticism ! I have no confi- 
dence in either the polUieian or the divine at the 
North, constantly engaged in the villanoas agitation 
of the shivery question. There are true, reliable, con- 
servative, pious, and patriotic men in the North, and 
there are similar men in the South, who came from the 
North, but they are not among these graceless agita- 
tors. And if I find any of these agitators in heaven — 
where I expect to go after death — I shall conclude 
they have entered that world of joy, by practising a 
gross fraud upon liie door-keeper ! 

There is much in the political papers of our country, 
and especially at the Norths calculated, if not intended^ 
to fan a flame of intense warfare upon the subject of 
slavery, between the North and the South, which can 
result in no possible good to either section. Those 
politicians, and bad men, who are exciting the whole 
country, and fanning society into a livid consuming 
flame, particularly at the North, have no sympathies 
for the hJmh man, and care nothing for his comfort. 
They seek their own — not the negro's good. My 
competitor may retort, that I am a leading newspaper 
editor in one of the Southern States, and that I am 
violent upon this subject. I am violent in defence of 
the rights of the South, as I understand them. A 
glance at my history, will acquit me of iliC charge of 

seetionaliMm* A native of the ''Old Dominion,'* I 
4* 
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bare resided in Tennessee for the last thirty years, and* 
have been tbat long connected Tvith the politics of the 
country. In 1828, I supported John Quincy Adams 
in opposition to Akdrbw Jackson. Subsequently I 
supported Clav, Harrison, and Taylor. In opposition 
to Scott and Pierce, I went for Daniel Webster. 
Last, but not least, I supported Fillmore. Thus I 
have supported patriots and statesmen, without any 
regard to their local hahttations. But, this political 
disquietude and commotion, I regret to say, is giving 
birth to new and loftier schemes of agitation and dis- 
union, among the vile Abolitionists of the country, and 
to bold and hazardous enterprises in the States and 
Territories ; and many of our Southern altars smoke 
with the offensive incense of Abolitionism. We have 
scores of these men in the South, in disguise — design- 
ing men: some iilUng our pulpits — some occupying 
high positions in our colleges — some editing political, 
and some religious papers — some selling goods — some 
retailing pills — some keeping hotels — and some follow- 
ing one calling, and some another, who, though among 
us, are not of us, but are in many instances, our worst 
enemies. 

But the reverend gentleman avIio follows me, v^ouid 
no doubt like to hear what I have to say in answer to 
his question, Ought American slavery to be perpetur 
atedP'* This question I will affirm, when, in the pro- 
gress of this controversy, I reach it. For the present, 
I have only to say, that the institution of slavery was 
established for the benefit of that class of the human 
family who had not the capacity to provide for their 
wanU — and of this class are the entire African race-« 
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a class that existed in the days Closes — has existed 
ever since — and \^ill continue to exist as long as wan 
is clothed with the infirmities of mortality^ Tes — the 
decree has gone forth, that fully twihthirdn of the civi- 
lized race of man shall ^vork for the rest in the capacity 
of bond or hired sc i vauts. It is a decree that pervades 
the dominions of civilisation, not as the edict of duty, 
but of fallen humanity ; and to meliorate the sufferings 
of the dependant, by afiordiiig them a competency dur- 
ing sickness and aged infirmity, bondage vas instituted 
by MoseS) under the inspiration of God ! This form 
of slavery, then, is in perfect accordance with the "vvill 
of God. And I shall be able to show that American 
slavery " does not differ in form or prineiple^ from that 
of the chosen people of Gh)d. 

I endorse, without reserve, that much-abused senti- 
ment of an eminent Southern statesman, now no more, 
Gov. McDuPFiB, that " slavery is the corner-stone of 
our republican edifice;" while I repudiate, ns ridicu- 
lously absurd, that much lauded, but nowhere accre* 
dited dogma of Xhomas Jbffbason's, that ^'all men 
are bom equal." God never intended to make the 
negro the equal of the ^vhitc man, either morally, men- 
tally, or physically. He never intended to make the 
huteli^r a judge, nor the baker a president, but to pro- 
tect them according to their claims as butcher and 
baker. Pope has beautifully expressed this seniiment, 
in these lines : 

*' Order is heaven's first law, and this oonfess'd^ 
Some are, and must bb, greater than the rest." 

I have gone among the free negroes of the -North — • 
I have visited their miserable dwellings in New York, 
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ProTidence, Boston, and other large towns. I hartm 

more than once visited the negro localities of this, the 
Quaker City," and twenty-five years ago, I preached 
to them in this city; and in every instance, I have 
found them more miserable and destitute, as a whole, 
than the slave population of any portion of the South. 
And this must necessarily be the case, while time shall 
last, and the regolations of human society remain as 
they are, and have been. In our Southern States, 
where negroes have been set at liberty, in nine cases 
oat often, their condition has been made worse ; while 
the most wretched, indolent, immoral, and dishonest 
class of persons to be found in the Southern States, are 
free persons of color. But more of this hereafter, as 
an argument to prove that '^Ameriean thvety aught to 
be perpetuated /" 

The freedom of negroes in even your Free tStateSf is, 
in all respects, only an empty name. Your citizen 
negro does not vote, and takes good care not to do so* 
The law does not interdict him this privilege, in somo 
of your States, but if he attempt to avail himself of the 
privilege, should he differ in his choice of candidates 
with your white " lords of creation," he is apprehensive 
of apostolic blows and kicks," which pious Abolitionists 
will administer to him I 

All the social advantages, all the respectable employ- 
ments, all the honors, and even the pZea^wm of life, 
are denied the free negroes of the North, by pious Abo- 
litionists full of sympathy for the down-trodden Afri- 
can I The negro cannot get into an omnibus, cannot 
enter a bar-room frequented by whites, nor a church, 
nor a theatre ; nor can he enter the cabin of a steam- 
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boat, on one of your Northern risers or lakee, or enter 

a first-class passenger car on one of your railroads. 
When a negro has dared to do so, in New York, he haa 
been nnceremonionsly thrown oat, and has taken his 
case into court, as you very well know: the court has 
held that the conductor served him right ! As a gene- 
ral thing, in Kew England, negroes are not suffered to 
enter a stage coach with whites, but are forced upon 
deck, whether it shall rain or shine, whether it he hot 
or cold. Industry is closed to them, and they aro 
forced to live as urvanU in hotels, or adopt the pro- 
fession of barber, or boot-black, or open oysters in sa- 
loons, or sell villanous liquors to the lower classes of 
foreign emigrants, who throng our large cities and 
towns. The negroes even have their own 9treet$f and 
their own low-down kennels, as is the case here in Phi- 
ladelphia, even ! In neai ly all the ISurthern States, 
they have their own hospitals, their churches, their 
cars, upon which, in many instances, are written in 
large letters, "FOR COLORED PEOPLE." 

Finally, as many of you well know, they are forced 
to have their own grave-yards — the yellow remains of 
Northern Abolitionists, and pious white men, refusing 
to mingle with the bleaching bones of the dead negro, 
after death ! Not so in the South : they crowd the 
galleries and back*seats in our churches, travel in our 
passenger-cars and stage-coaches ; and, in our cemete- 
teries, they are frequently buried ^vitli the whites, in 
their owners' lots. I know this to be true. 

In ancient Jerusalem, which is nought but a heap 
of mouldering bones and shattered houses, eastern 
travellers tell us, that the promenades are cemeterief^ 
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and tbe very seats are whited sepulchresy where whole 

generations of Jews Lave been buried. But — unlike 
our Northern anti-slaverj men — there are the bones 
of tbe Assyrian, the Egyptian negrOf the Chaldean, 
the Persian, tbe Ghreek, the Syrian, the Roman, the 
Crusader, and the Turk ! There they have all met 
together, acting out the principle that ^'the Jjord is 
the Maker of ns all." 

During the past year, I have seen the particulars 
of a movement in the Canadian Parliament, looking to 
the removal from that province of all free negroes and 
fugitive slaves, who, as alleged, have proven positive 
nuisances. 

The notorious Gferritt Smith, who, for a quarter of 
a centnry, has been a rabid Abolitionist, and bas be- 
stowed tnany farms npon free negroes, in his great zeal 
to promote the happiness of the colored race, has be- 
come disgusted with the recipients of bis bounty* He 
published in the New York 2W6une, that *^the colored 
people are generally idle, ivortJiless, and vicious,'* and 
that his ^'expectations of their reformation have in no 
DBGBEE SEEN REALiZEi)/' He asscrts that half of 
those to whom he ''gave farms have sold their lands, 
or have been so worthless as to allow them to be sold 
for taxes/' And Q-erritt Smith is not the only anti- 
slavery man in the North who has made the discovery 
that white men subsist comfortably and make money, 
while negroes are ignorant and thriftless ! Suffer me 
to edify you with a brief article from the Cincinnati 
Enquirer^ for July, 1857, the great political organ 
Ohio: 
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'^Thm is a remarkable and verj suggestive fact in regard 
to the oegro emigration into this State. It is this : Of the 
twenty-fiye thousand free negroes ia the State, the yast ma- 
jority reside in oounties where there are yerj few Abolition* 
ists^ and which have been chiefly settled by emigrants from 
the Southern States. These negroes appear to lutve a great 
dread of the Abolition counties; they give them a wide berth. 
Thus, for example, Ashtabula has a negro population of forty- 
three; Gkauga, seven; Trumbull, sixty-five. The other coun- 
ties on the lake have a proportionate number of negroes. 
These counties are settled almost exclusively by New Eng- 
land emigrants. On the other hand, Ross county, a Virginia 
settlement, has onc thousand nine hundred and six negroes; 
Gallia has one thousand one hundred and ninety-eight; and 
Hamilton county has over four thousand. 

" In these counties the negro is regarded as inferior, so- 
cially and politically; and the Abolitionist has but a slight 
hold. What is the cause of this striking discrepancy F Is 
it that the negro feels and knows his inferiority, and natu- 
rally attaches himself to the population which is disposed to 
regard him as an inferior? or is it that the whites in the lake 
shore counties are Abolitionists from an ignorance of the real 
character of the negro ? Certainly there is no better mode 
of curing a neighborhood of Abolitionism than by inflicting 
on them a colony of free negroes. The only way in which 
Giddinirs can be defeated will be by a few more such philan- 
thropic efforts as those of Col. Mendcnhall, in settling a few 
hundred North Carolina or Kentucky neirrnes in Aslitabula. 
If our Southern friends will send us tiieir surplus ne^ro 
population, let them provide that they may bo located among 
their kind and generous friends in the Western Reserve. 
Such earnest philanthropy as they profess ought not to bo 
' wasted on tlie desert/ " 

The New York TimeSj good anti-slavery authority, 
in pttblisbing the proceedings of a meeting held in 

Kingston, Jamaica, on the 23d of April last, in refer- 
ence to persons of color, sets forth the following facts 
in the two brief extracts I read you : 
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^'One p^eDtlemaii who visited this country bo long ago as 
1840, with a yiew to procore colored laborera, spoke very 

highly of tho character and capamty of the free negroes he 
saw at the South; but those he met in New York did not 
impress him favorahly at all. Neither their habits of indus- 
try nor their morals were such as he desired to see." 

<<Thc island of Jamaica, the largest of the l^ritish West 
India possessions, is one hundred and fifty miles long, and 
averages about forty in width. Tt« nroa i^ 4,250 square miles 
— about two-thirds the size of the State of New Jersey. 
The population in 1848 was 380,000, of whom only 16,000 
were whites. The emancipated slaves have, to a great ex- 
tent, wholly refused to and, consequently, hundreds 
of estates all over the island have been ahnndoncd. It is to 
remedy this evil that free colored eniiLMation is solicited. 
What the result of the movement may be remains to be 
seen." 

The following paragraph is from the pen of a North- 
ern correspondent of the New York Times, for 1858, 
writing from New Orleans : 

Bad as we of the North believe slavery to he, I have yet 
to see the first sign of the squalid wretchedness, poverty, and 
degradation among the blaoks here, which we daily see among 
the blacks and the foreigners of the North. 

"I have been in several of of the ehurehes built for the 
slaves, and I have seen crowds of them worshipping with 
their masters in the same great congregation. They are 
wonderfully impressible, uttering their feelings in the very 
midst of the services — sometimes by a simple 'yes, yes,' 
sometimes by a long low wail, or a sweet plaintive musical 
Bound that goes all over the congregation, and often by a 
sliri* k Ironi some female voice, followed with a spasmodic 
upUftiijg of the hands, and then a slight swoon, which draws 
tocr^'thcr a crowd of sympathizing negroes, who attend to the 
subject until she is restored to consciousness. All the while 
the services go on as if nothing was the matter, the preacher 
evidently satisfied with this evidence of his power over bis 
audience.'' 
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The Philadelpbia North Amefioany one of ihe ablest 

and most influjBntial journals of this city, and bitterly 
opposed to elaverj, has a long article in one of its 
issues for 1858, upon the conditioii and prospects of 
the free negro population of the Free States. I snb* 

join a few short paragraphs from its article, as they 
fully -sustain my charges: 

If there is an^ one fact established by steadily aceumu- 
iating evidence it is that the free negro cannot find a conge- 
nial boTDC in the United States. He is an exotic amongst 
us; and all the efforts of pliilanthropists to naturalize him 
on American soil unci under AmericaT^ flcies, have failed." 

*^ Ninety-uiuc iu a hundred make a precarious living by 
contentedly performing the most menial offices, or live in 
idleness and wretch edncss. — We can hardli/ full to attribute 
this to chararfmstics of their own. We see tlic blacks daily 
driven from avocations once almost exclusively their own. 
It is long since they have flourished in any of the trades, if 
ihey ever pursued thcjm with success." 

"Whatever explanaiiun maybe given of these facts, the 
iacts themselves cannot be denied; and what is to be done 
with our colored } o| ulaiiou, unless they can bo induced to 
return as colonist^s to the native land of their race, or seek 
some other tropical region, baffles the wisest ui us to say." 

The North American then refers to the aversion 
which has been exhibited by the North-western States 
to free negroes, and the measores which tbey have 
taken to exclude this class of population, and says: 

" In a Free State, where emigration is invited by holding 
out every inducement to the inhabitauU of the old States 
and to foreigners, this aversion lo the pre;ieiice of colored 
people can only be explained by the opinion that has ob- 
tained, almost universally, that they cannot become useful 
citizens ot the United States; or, in other words, that they 
cannot compete on equal terms with the white nee/' 

6 
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Last, bvt not least, the New York Berald^ for Jaly 

8, 1858, in its notice of the |)ulillc inecting and free 
negro meeting at Kingston, in Jamaica, says : 

^< The state of afiairs shoini to exist, and the admissions 
made bj the speakers at this meeting, in relation to the free 
negro commaDities generally, arc of an extraordinary eha* 
raeter. Jamaica itsdf is acknowledged to continue its reces- 
sion towards barbarism; Liberia is pronounced to be a hum- 
bug, both as a country and as a social community; the free 
negroes of the North arc rejected as vicious and worthless, 
and those of the South are pronounced to be the only 
ones fitted to become colonists. In this admission a strong 
out indirect compliment is paid to the effect of Southern 
legislation and education upon the negro nature, and it is 
not the less significant that it comes from the colored human- 
itarians themselves." 

It will not do to meet me with an " Oh I these are 

only newspaper paragraphs, and the newspapers of the 
country are very unreliable." They give facU^ known 
to be such by every intelligent man who hears me« 
Besides, these are the more significant, as they came 
from the acknowledged organs of 'Hhe colored human- 
itarians," as the Herald styles them ! 

In a Republican Convention in Minnesota, only one 
year ago, the vote w:is two to one against the nej^ro ! 
The Convention resolved, by a unanimous vote, '^that 
negroes were bom free and eqnal with white men 
. and then, by a vote of two to one, refused to admit the 
negroes to tliat equality, and to the enjoyment of those 
rights they had resolved that they were ''born" heir 
to ! And this is bnt in keeping with Abolition con- 
sistency, wherever they are found. 



Digitized by Google 



BY W. a. BBOWNLOW 



51 



My time baa expired, and I must doBe, yielding the 
stand to the gentleman ttIio presents the negative side 
of the question. This, my introductory address, is 
intended to prepare the mind of the gentleman, and 
of the audience, for what is to come ! Thanking you 
for your patient and respectful attention, 1 will now 
join you in an equally patient hearing of Mr. Pxyoe. 
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Negative, I. — By Abram Prynb.* 

Ladies and GENiiiEMEN : I enter upon this debate 
profoundly impressed by the magnitude of the subject 

V, h;( li depends upon my poor powers to-night. No 
greater question, no subiimcr cause, can come before 
the human mind than the one we are to investigate 
before you. The civil rights of four million human 
beincrs depend, in this debate, upon my feeble advocacy. 
Their appeal to the justice, humanity, and Christianity 
, of the civilized world for freedom speaks with the 
trembling tones of my poor voice. I am to .do my best 
to render vocal their unwritten, nnspuken wrongs, and 
arouse your souls to do them justice. I am to defend 
a pure religion, and a true philanthropy, against the 
assaults of the most gigantic crime of human history. 
I speak for humanity crushed under iron-shod op- 
pression ; for religion murdered in her own sanctuary • 
for law trampled under foot in her own temple of 
justice ; for government prostituted by national crime ; 
and in behalf of civilization, progress, order, and 
national development. 

Combined against me is a mighty wrong, hoary with 
age and deeply imbedded in the liiiitory of the pail. 

* All of my speeches were faithfully reported Mr- De 
Wolf lirown of Philadelphia. 
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To argue down American slavcrj, I must meet 
1200,000,000 of dollars, with logic and ethics ; must 
overturn the precedents of our national administrations, 
the forms of American law, the teachings of our past 
literature, and the Banctions of our religion. And 
when I reflect that with all these, in popular estima- 
tion, against me, I am to meet the reputed Ajax of 
slavery propagandism in this debate, you will agree 
with me that I may well stand appalled. Besides, I 
come to you an unknown man, with no trumpet of fame 
to announce me, no confident national reputation to 
inspire inc courage. I cannoL ljQa.^t uf learning 
or eloquence, but am only a plain man, with a heart 
faithful to the cause of freedom, and a will to do some 
service in her behalf. 

On the other hand there are many things which 
gather around this debate to give me courage. My 
cause is itself an inspiration. I speak for voiceless 
maidens sold in the shambles ; for millions of strong 
men rendered mute by chains; for religion, justice, 
law, and an outraged Crod ; circling out from this hall, 
the vast audience of the civilised world will listen for 
the ^vords of this debate. Thousands of freemen in 
the I^orth will bend their ears and abate their breath to 
learn how their self-elected champion bears himself in 
this controversy. Thousands of oppressors in the South 
will listen fur the words of this debate ; and if I fail 
with such a causo to plead, I shall be followed to a 
shameful grave by the deep-voiced execrations of my 
countrymen ; but if I succeed I shall carry to my grave 
the proud consciousness of having struck one good 
blow for God and freedom. Appealing therefore to 
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the justice of rny cause for aid, nnd to the great Ooi 
of all peoples for inspiration, X launch forth upon the 
stomj vayes of this debate. 

I am to maintain, not that American slavery ought to 
be limited, regulated, or restricted, but that it ought to 
relax its ruffian grasp from the throat of every victim 
on tins continent and die. With me, in this debate, 
slavery has no rights but one, and that is the right to 
a grave so deep that it shall never have a resurrection. 
I have nothing to do with any schemes for its ameliora- 
tion or restriction; but, in the name of God and • 
humanity I demand its anniliilation. 

Shall slavery live? This question is up — up in 
church and state — up in senate-hall and sabbath-school 
—up at the communion-table and the conncil-room— 
up in school-house and court-room — up from the golden 
sands of California to the stormy shores of the Bay of 
Fundy — from Cape Sable to the mouth of the 
Columbia Eiver — and, like the ghost of Banquo, it will 
not down," though priest and politician bid it void" 
their presence ; and I am here to meet it and question it. 

**Tliough hell itself sLould <:ape, 
And bid me bold my peace." 

My first argument against American Slavery is that 
it began in robbery, piracy, and murder ; and having 
this indescribably wicked beginning, it ought to die. 
It was bom of rapacity and cruelty, without the sanc- 
tions of law for its birth, and every step of its exist- 
ence since has been a criminal existence, in defiance of 
the just rights of the hangman and the halter. 

The first Englishman who committed the rape of 
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one continent, and entailed ages of prostitution upon 
another, by opening the African slave trade, was Sir 
John Hawkins, an adyentoroas baccaneer in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth. The English queen gave him a 
license to trade to Africa, and import to America such 
natives as he conld penuade (I) to accompany him; 
expressly enjoining in the license, that he should not 
nse force, or fraud, or vioUnce, to induce them to 
accompany him. Now, in the first place, the very 
giving of such a license was a violation of the law of 
civilized nations. Qneen Elizabeth had no more right 
to give a license to her subject to trade in Africans, 
than has Queen Victoria a right to license her subjects 
to trade in Tennesseeans. She could have no sove- 
reignty over Africa, and could only license lawful trade, 
subject to treaties with the African kings ; and this 
trade being, in its very nature unlawful and piratical, 
conld not be licensed, according to any civilized law, 
human or divine. 

But whatever shadow of sanction this license seemed 
to give to the murderous traffic, is dissipated by the 
history of the expeditions of Hawkins. He violated 
the very terms of his license every voyage, and in the 
case of every slave. He did use force, violence, and 
fraud," contrary to the express prohibitions of his 
license. lie desolated the coast with fire and sword ; 
he kidnapped the inhabitants, and loaded them with 
chains, at their own doors ; he burned their dwellings, 
stole men, women, and children^ and drove them at 
the point of the pike into the hold of his vessel, and 
thus at every step violated the license under which he 
professed to act. 
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When the death hoar of this inbaman traffic cam^, 
when Clarkson and Wilberforce, and last of all, Pitt, 
had roused the British nation to its enormity — and 
Wilberforce, of vrhom Lamartine said, ^^at his death 
he went up to the Throne of God witli a million broken 
fetters iu his hands" — had for the last time moved in 
the British parliament the abolition of this trade, Pitt 
startled its defenders, and electrified the House with 
the following brave words : 

^^Ani/ coutract," he said, " for the promotion of this trade 
mmt, in his opinioD, have been VOID FROM THE BEGIN- 
NlNGr, for if it was an outrage upon justice, and only 
another name for fraud, robbery, and murder, what pledge 
could devolve on the legislature to incur the obligation of 
becoming priacipals in the commission of such enormitieS| 
by sanctioning their continuance ? 

" But he would appeal to the acts themselves. That of 
23 George IL c. 81, was the one vpon which the (jreaiest 
stren toas laid* How would the House be surprised to hear 
that these very outrages, committed in the prosecution of 
this trade, had been forbidden by that act I * No master of a 
shij) trading to Africa,' says the act, 'shall, by fraud, force, 
or violence, or by any indirect practice whatever, take ou 
board or carry away from that coast any Negro, or native of 
that country, or commit any violence upon the natives, to 
the prejudice of said trade; and every person so offending 
shall, for every such offence, forfeit one hundred pounds.' 
But the ^-hole trade had been demonstrated to be a system 
of fraud and violenccj and there/ore the contract vxu dail^ 
violak'dy under which the Parliament allowed U to continue,*^ 
~ Clarkson* i History, p. 314. 

Thus did the great English statesman sweep down 
every vestige of a legal foundation for the Slave Trade, 
and reveal the whole system as naked piracy. This 
trade was the fountain from which slavery proceeded— 
the infernal womb from which the ha<ggard monster 
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was born; aiul having sucli a birtli, it could have no 
legitimate life in civilized society; no rights but tbo 
right to be hunted to its death like the fabled dragons 
of old. 

Here I am happy to stand on common ground in this 
debate, and to start the first proposition of my argu- 
ment against American slavery on ground in which 
my opponent and myself agree. Having had the pre* 
mises of my first argument most I'ully admitted and 
argued by my opponent, I need oftbr no further argu- 
ment to prove these premisesi but only lead you to the 
legitimate, inevitable conclusion from the premises that 
he himself has furnished me* If the slave trade was 
piracy at its beginning — if it was villanous in its 
inception and its carrying out — then, as it and 
American slavery drew their fiist breath simultaneously, 
and as American slavery never could have had an 
existence without the slave trade, and has drawn from 
that trade the new blood with which it has covered the 
soil of our own land, I have only to take the premises 
of my opponent to a conclusion which no man can 
dodge — that that which necessarily and legitimately 
grew out of what he joins with John Wesley in 
denouncing as " the sum of all villanies," is itself also 
villanous. Slavery and the slave trade rise or fall 
together. The trade was the grand trunk artery of 
the whole system in its beginning, and will be in the 
continuance of its existence ; and I am astonished that 
a mind so logical as that of my opponent did not strike 
deeper, and defend the trade, as the only premises 
upon which slavery can plant its foot, outside the 
infernal regions. I fully expected him to do this, and 
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in failing to do it, and in condemning tho origin of 

slavery, be has blasted iis character forever with the 
dark crime of its birth ; and no forms of legislation, no 
baptisms of religion, no sanctions of time, or lapse of 
ages, can render innocent in its after life that which 
committed a foul crime at its very birth. 

The slave trade having been conceded to be illegal, 
and wrong, and villanons, I shall go on to the infer- 
ence. Slavery haying had its birth in that trade— 
that trade being its mother — and the man who first 
invented and carried out that trade, committing the 
rape of one continent, and centuries of prostitution 
for another, being held up here before us as a violator 
of all law, human and divine, and as a scourge of his 
race — the children of that trade, and the products of 
that tradie, and the results of that trade, all the ^ a y 
up to the ripe fruit of plan ration discipline, Al partako 
of the illegitimate character of the trade itself. Between 
the middle-passage, with all its horror, and the planta^ 
tion discipline, there is an iron-linked, logical con- 
nection, that even the Ajax of pro -slaver jpropagandism 
will in vain attempt to break. 

Kight and wrong are not subject to territorial bound- 
aries. Morality has no geographical limits. If tho 
slave trade is wrong on the coast of Africa, it is wrong 
in America. It is no greater crime to rob a mother 
of her babe on the Guinea coast, than in the streets of 
llichmond. The domestic slave trade is the same in 
morals, the taiue berore God as the foreign slave trade. 
To rob a father of his daughter, or a mother of her son, 
on the Niger, or tho Big Boom, in Africa, is no worso 
than to do this same deed on the Potomac, or Tombig- 
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bee, m America. Trading In buman beings is the samo 
unmatclied crime, whether done by brutal buccaneers, 
on the African coaBt, or canting priests and whining 
deacons, from the bosom of a Southern church. Who- 
tiier this crime be prefaced by a prayer or an oalL, by 
a psalm or a pirate s song, the crime still stands unri- 
valled in its enormity — ^and as every day's continuance 
of slavery involves the continuance of the domestic 
trade, -witli all its horrors, slavery ought to die. Why 
should a sailor be hung for being caught in the plrive 
trade, fifty miles at sea, and a priest be applauded and 
petted, while engaged in the same kind of trade on 
land? Docs cant cover crime, or will the mockery of 
hypocritical words blind the eyes of God 2 Will pious 
grimace cloak bloody wrong? Will you drown the 
voice of justice by a psalm, and mob down the cry of 
murdered innocence with drawling prayers? Aht 
God can see through the smoke of hypocritical sacra- 
fice, and bear the cry of the poor along with the din 
of brawling cant ! 

But I go further, gentlemen, than to argue that 
American slavery ought to die because it had its origin 
in a confessedly villanons trade, and in an outrage and 
a wrong upon humanity. I say that, in its historical 
development from that day to this, every progressive 
step in its career has been equally outrageous in the 
eye of the law of nations, the laws of our own land, and 
the laws of God. Its entire life, from its villanous 
birth to this night, has been in defiance of the just 
claims of God*s outraged justice. 

And now I aui about to take a buhl position — one 
that will startle free Soilers and Eepublicans — ons for - 
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which I stand here to-night alone responBible. I pro* 
claim the doctrine that, according to all just notions 

of human law, iherc never "W'as and never can be a slave 
legally held on the American continent. As mj 
opponent tells me that he is a friend of law and order, 
that ho 18 a friend of constitntions and government, 
that he is no enemy of the laws of the land — ^hen I 
shall have proved to you, as I will, that American 
slavery, from beginning to end, is a system of law- 
lessness, then I shall have him on my side, for ]ie is 
pledged to tlio support of law and order. 

The Slave States of this Union have never established 
slavery by direct and positive legal enactments. No 
statute establishing it can be found. Tlie positive law 
refuses to interfere, and leaves the master to catch the 
slave if ho can, while, as we shall see, the common law 
is out against the institution, with its thunders of con* 
dcmnation, and the lightning of its wrath. We have 
the testimony of southern statesmen themselves, that 
slavery has no enactments on which to stand. John 
G. Calhoun, my opponent's model statesman, says : 

"They were brought here as slaves, sold as slaves, and 
held as slaves, long before any enactment made them slaves. 
J even doubt ulieihcr there is a sirigle State in tlic South that 
ever enacted them to hf shrvn!. There are hundreds of acts 
that rccop:nizo and refrulatc them as such, but none, I appre- 
iicud, that undertake to create them slaves. Master and 
slave are constantly reco<znizcd as preexisting relations.*'— 
John 0. Oalhonv, R^plfi to T. IT. Beiitf iu 1819. 

" No legislative act of the Colonies can be found in rela- 
tion to it," (the introduction of Slavery.) — See Wheeler^i 
Law of iSltivcrt/^ p. 8-0; Am. Slave Onhy p. 268. 

"If the record of any such act exists, we have not been 
able to find any trace of it.*' — Juchje Motthrws; W/ieeler's 
Law of Slaver J p. 15 ; Am, Slave Code, 267. 
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Senator Mason, of Virginia, objected to a jury trial 

for fugitives, on the grouud that such a process would 
require 

^' Proof to bo brought forward that Slavery is established 
by cxi.>iin^ laws;" and, said he, "it would be imjios^ible to 
comply with the requisition, for no such laic could hr pro- 
ilucedJ* — GoodeVs Slavery and Anti- Slaver i/^ pp. 570, 571. 

Mr. Bayly, M. C. of Va. agreed with liim. 

Senators JDouglas and Toombs, in the debate oa the 
Nebraska Bill, conteuded that no statute was necesBarj 
to establish slavery in Kansas, because no statute had 
established it in any of the t^iatcs. 

Gen. Stringfellow, of Missouri, used the same arga« 
ment in a letter, in which he said : 

"The veriest schoolboy must know, as a matter of hutor^j 
that although slavery existed in all the old States^ tn not one 
of ttuem was a law ever enacted to establish it" 

The following gentlemen, namely, Messrs. G. 
Brooks and John McQueen, of South Oarolina, Wil- 
liam Smith, of Virginia, and Thomas L. Clingman, of 
North Carolina, (members of Congress,) addressed a 
joint-letter to General Stringfellow, strongly com- 
mending his statements. 

The Southern doctrine all through is, that slavery 
is a natural condition — a creature of natural laws — that 
your tenure to your slave is the same as to your horse, 
— ^because you can catch him ; that you hold him by 
virtue of conquest aloue ; that you drive him into your 
field as you drive your ox, — because you have broken 
him and can manage him. The legislature has given 
you no promise to put him in your hands or to make 
6 
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him work. The legislature never stands behind him 

driving him up to liis work. It 1ms only Btood by aiul 
enabled you to lay your hands upon him and make 
him a slave, never enacting a lavr giving you the legal 
right to do it, but basely allowing you to catch him if 
you can. So that, gentlemen, American slavery has 
not, for its support, even that shabby notion of law 
that we call legislation. No legislature has yet dared 
to defy Heaven by p ashing an act to condemn a free- 
man to slavery. 

But even if it had, it would not help the case. For 
let me tell you that everything cannot be framed into 
law. Law has a character of its own. Certain elements 
enter into it ; and whatever enactments lack these ele- 
ments are no laws at alL They are not bad law, but 
they are no law — are null and void, and are oftentimes 
conspiracies against law. An enactment, to have the 
authority and force of law, must b^founded in justice 
and reason — must draw its life principles from the 
government of God — "must crrow out of the nature of 
man — must bear, relation to tlic Divine government 
and come into harmony with it. The mere votes of a 
legislature can no more make a law than they can make 
a God, unless those votes are cast for the development 
and manifestation and revelation of a law that God 
Almighty wove into the structure of the universe at the 
beginning. 

Suppose, gentlemen, (this is an abstract argument^ 
but you will see the sweep of it in a moment) — sup- 
pose, if you please, that a company of ten thousand 

natural philosopliers should get together and undertake 
to legislate that water should cease to run down-hill 
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and hereafter sball ntn up-hill ; suppose they should 

solemnly vote that this should be a law of nature — 
that the brooks should turu round, that the streams 
should ruB up towards their fountain — would the 
streams obey them? or would they laugh on in their 
course and disregard them? 

Suppose all the mathematiciaus in the world should 
gather themselves together^ and enaet, as a law of 
mathematics, that instead of twice two making just four, 
it should make just four and a half — would that make 
it a law ? would that make it a rule in mathematics ? 
Every boy that could count his fingers would tell you 
when the matter was proposed to him, Let all the mathe- 
maticians in God's world declare that this is law, I have 
only to count my fingers to prove that it is not true, and 
does not govern the case, and therefore cannot be law/' 
Now for the application : God inscribed upon man's fore- 
front the law of self-ownersliip as clearly and distinctly 
as he revealed the fact that twice two makes four. He 
gave each man two hands and one head : and if all the 
legislatures to be gathered together on earth, should 
legislate that a man should own two dozen hands and 
one dozen heads, the law of God stands forever revealed 
against them ; and instead of such an enactment being 
law, it is a villanous legislative conspiracy against law, 
and deserves no other name. So that, were you able, 
oven, to find enactments in favor of the institution of 
American slavery^were you able to find enactments in 
favor of murder, of robbery, of adultery, of any crimo 
that I could name — you would not feel bound to bow 
down to these crimes, because of these enactments, but 
would say that you had come into a land of legislative 
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criminalsy and that -what they enacted was not law, but 
mnltiform crime, stealing the sacred garb of law, under 

vliich to hide its villany. 

Now, gentlemen, to prove to you that I have not 
been talking mere fanaticism — that the principle 
which I have laid down is the principle sanctioned by 

all legal writers of any note, allow me to quote a few 
authorities : 

"The law of Duture is that which God, at luaa .s creation, 
infused into liim, for his preservation and direction, and this 
is an eternal law, and niaj not be changed/'— 2 JShcp. Abr.) 
also Jac, Law JDwL 

" Of law no less can be acknowledged, than that her seat 
is the bosom of God, her voice the harmony of the world. 
All things in heaven and earth do her homage ; the least as 
feeling her care, and the greatest as not exempted from her 
power." — Hooker, 

" This law of nature being coeval with mankind, and dic- 
tated by God liiinself, is of conrse superior in obligation to 
any other. It is binding over all the globe, in ail countries, 
and at all times; no human laws are of any validity, if con- 
trary to tins ; and Bucli of them as are valid, derive all their 
force, and ail their authority, mediately, or immediately^ from 
this oriirinul." — Blacksfone, Vol. 41. 

^' Jurisprudence is the science of what is just and unjust." 

"The primary and principal objects of the law are rights 

an d w r 0 Ti g? . " — Blac/^sfone. 

Justice is? the constant and perpetual disposition to render 
to every man his due." — jKstiitian. 

"The precepts of the law are to live honestly; to hurt no 
one; to give to every one his due." — Justinian <jh Biaclcstone. 

"Law. Tii(j rule and bond of luca's actions; or it la a 
rule for the well governing of civil society, to give to every 
man that which doth belong to him." — Jacob's Law Dio 
iionary, 

" All laws derive their force from the law of nature; and 
those which do not, are accounted as no laws."—- /br/etcuei 
Jae, Law Diet. 
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" No law will malce a con&tniction to do wrong ; and there 
are some things which the law favors, and some it dislikes ; 
it favoreth those things that come from the order of nature.'^ 
■— 1 Inst, 183, 197. — Jar. Law Diet. 

^'Lord Chief Justice Ilobart has also advanced, that even 
an act of Purlinnientmade against natural justice ns to make 
ft man judge in his own cause, is Toid in itself, for jura tin- 
turmsunt imniuiabUia, and they are Uyet UgunC* — ^the laws 
of nature are immutable — they are the laws of laws.) — 
Moh. 87. 

"Those human laws tliat annex a piuiislimcnt to murder, 
do not at all increase its moral g^uilt, or superadd any fresh 
oblicration in the forum- of con^fcic nee to abstain from its f»or- 
petnition. Nay, if any human law should allow or enjoin us 
to commit it, we are bound to trans;^ress that human law, or 
eK^e wc must offend both the natural and the divine.'* — 
Mlackaloui y \iA. 1, p. 42, 'Itj. 

"Those rights then which God and nature have l tab- 
lished, and are therefore called natural ri^jlit?^, such as are 
life and liberty, need not the aid of human laws to be more 
effectually invested in every mao than they are ; neither do 
they receive any additional strength when declared by the 
municipal laws to be inviolable. On the contrary, no human 
le^Iature has power to abridge or destroy them, unless the 
owner shall himself commit some act that amounts to a for* 
fciture." — Blacksfone, Vol. 1, p, M. 

*<Now we must entirely take leave of our senses, ere we 
can suppose that law and justice have no foundation iu na- 
ture, and Yo]y merely on the transient opinions of men." — 
8ame^ B. 1, p. 5G-57. 

'^Whatever is just is always the true law; nor can this 
true law either be originated or abrogated by any written en- 
actments.'' — Same, B. 2, p. 83. 

It appears in our books, that in many cases, the common 
law will control acts of parliament, and sonietiinos adjudge 
them to be utterly void ; for when an act of parlianiiMit is 
a^rainst common rii^ht or reason , the common law will e^mtrol 
it, and adjudge such act to be v«jid," — CWiT, in Iionham's 
case; 4 Co/ces R'p., Part 8, p. 118. 

**If the will of the people, the decrees of tlio senate, tlio 
adjudications of magistrates, were sufficient to esLablish just- 

6* 
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ice, the ooly question would be how to gain sufTrages, and to 
win over tlie votes of the mnjorit}-, in order that corruption 
and spoliation, and the falsification of wills, should become 
lawful. But if the opinions and suffrages of foolish men bad 
sulficicnt weiixht to outbalance the nature of thinjrs, niiirht 
thcv not detcrtfiino ninoii<_r them, tliat what is essentiallv bad 
niid pernicious sliould lienccfurth pass for <j:ood and benefi- 
cial ? Or why should not a law, able to enforce injustice, 
take tlie place of equity? Would not this sanio law be able 
to change evil into good, and good ioto evil?' — Cicero, 

I would, were it important, give you multiplied 
quotations upon this point* 
Have I to prove that American slavery is not in 

harmony with the law of nature, but contraA^enes tho 
law of nature ? No ; I shall not stop for such an 
argument to*night« But let us look for a moment to 
sec how it stands in the light of statutes. 

In 1772, the Court of King*s Bench of Great Britain 
decided that no slave could be held under the Ensilish 
Constitution. This was four years before the Declara- 
tion of American Independence. That decision was 
equally of binding force wherever the British Constitu- 
tion bore sway, and applied to the colonies as well as 
to the mother country, for their charters were all 
subordinate to the laws of England. It consequently 
settled the question that, in tho American colonies, 
there could no in ore be legal slavery than in Great 
Britain itself. After the decision of Lord Mansfield, 
in 1772, the next great legal step that swept slavery 
fronn the country, was the Declaration of American 
Independence. 

Gentlemen, when the old bell that now stands, 
cracked, in Independence Hall — ^an object of reverence 
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to every American patriot — ^pang out upon the startled 
air her first peal after the Declaration of American 
Independencey the language to the nation was that in- 
scribed upon her own form, "Proclaim liberty through- 
out all tlie land to all tic inhabitants tlicicuf.'* And 
that sentiment was put in other language into the 
Declaration itself; when it declared all men — not all 
white men — not all men of a certain color, but all men 
— to be entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. That Declaration, I take it, is the basis^ 
the comer-stone of all American law — ^the constitution 
of the American Constitution — and lies at the founda- 
tion of everything that comes after in tlie form of an 
organized and legislating government; and that De- 
claration swept away every legal vestige of American 
slavery from the whole breadth of the land. 

I shall be answered, perhaps, that slavery continued 
to exist after that — that it still exists. It does* In 
the State of New York we had a few months ago a 
Maine liquor law," making illegal the .'rale of in- 
toxicating drinks anywhere in the State. Yet the sale 
went on. But did that fact make the sale legal? or 
did it only show that there was a power sustaining the 
sale that could override the law? So, when the De- 
claration of American Independence swept aivay every 
legal foundation for slavery, the fact of its continued 
existence no more proves its legality than the fact of a 
continued sale of intoxicating drinks in spite of a 
Maine Law,'* proves the legality of sucli sale. 
Because all thieves are not caught and punished, is 
theft therefore lawful ? 

So far as this argument is concerned, then, I shall 
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— as mj opponent haa declared himself a friend of law 
and order and government, and in favor of sustaining 

the law — call upon him to come up with rao to the 
support of the Declaration of American Independence 
— the hasis of American law ; I shall ask his aid in the 
efiurt to carry it out strictly in the country and proclaim, 
in the language of tlie old bell, " liberty throughout all 
the land and to all the inhabitants thereof." 

But another step is necessary in this argument 
against the legal existence of slavery. I take my 
friend ou his own premises. He is in favor of the law 
and the Constitution ; so am I, and I shall spend a few 
moments in proving to him that the Oonstitntion of the 
United States itself is a document all inbtinct with 
Abolitionism from beginning to end, and that in harmony 
with that Constitution and in the carryiiig out of its 
principles, every slave in this nation should be set free. 
And when I shall have proved this, I shall be sure to 
have him on my side ; for he is in favor of the law and 
in* favor of the Constitution. 

I will only start this argument to-night by quoting 
the preamble of the Constitution of the United States 
—its own declaration of its intention and its purposes. 
Tlic preamble of any law is the declaration of its inten- 
tion, as made by the legiijlators themselves — its breadth 
and scope, and width and design, as mapped out in the 
minds of those who frame it. And I take it that the 
preamble of the Constitution of the United Sta.tes is to 
be regarded by lawyers, as well as by all men of com- 
mon sense, as the statement made by the adopters of 
that Constitution, of what they intended to do with it 
and by it. On this point I quote authorities : 
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Chief-Justice Jay regards the Prramhie of the ConsttiU' 
tion of the United States an authoritative guide to a correct 
interpretation of that instrument. — 2 Dallas, 419. 

Ftoi y ^■^^y'^, The importance of examining the jjrcaml^le, 
for the purpose of expounding the language of a statute, 
has been long felt, and universally conceded in all juridical 
discussions. It is an admitted maxim in the ordinary course 
of the administration of justice, that the preamble of a sta- 
tute is a key to open the mind of tlio makers, as to the mis- 
chiefs which are to be remedied, and the objects which are 
to be accomplished by the provisions of the statute. We 
find it laid J lwh in some of uur earliest authorities in the 
common law, and civilians arc accustomed to a similar ex- 
pression, ccssonte hf/is prcemioy cessat et ip&a lex. (The pre- 
amble of tlie law ceasing, the law itself also ceases.) Pro- 
bably it has a foundation in the exposition of every code of 
written law, from the nniYersal principle of interpretatioiii 
that the will and intention of the legislature is to be regarded 
and followed. It is properly resorted to where doiiDts or 
ambiguities arise upon the words of the enacting part; for if 
they are clear and unambiguous, there seems little room for 
interpretation, except in cases leading to an absurdity, or to 
a direct overthrow of the intention expressed in the preamble. 

^' There does not seem any reason why, in a fundamental 
law or constitution of government, an equal attention should 
not be given to the intention of the framerB, as expressed in 
the preamble. And accordingly we find that it has been 
constantly referred to by statesmen and jurists to aid them 
in the exposition of its provisions." — ^1 St&t^s Comm. on 
OonU.f pp. 443-4. 

That preamble reads thus : 

^* We, the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defence, promote the gene- 
m welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
lor the United States of America." 

Now I shall assume that the framers of the Consti- 
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tution did Dot lie — that, wben they stated that tbeir 

object T^aa to form a more perfect union, to establish 
justice^ to promote the general welfare, to secure the 
blesBings of liberty, thcj told the truth. K this be the 
fact, then, tliut j rcamblc is to be regarded as a decla- 
ration that the Constitution is against slavery. 

One of their objects was *^ to form a more perfect 
tinion.'' What endangers the XTnion ? What has dis- 
turbed the Union ? What lias rocked and heaved tho 
Union from Cape Sable to the mouth of t]ie Columbia 
Biver, and from the stormy shores of the Bay of Fondy 
to the golden sands of Oalifomia f What but the in< 
t reduction and determined perpetuation among us of 
the gigantic wrong of American slavery } I ask, shall 
this Union be made more perfect until it shall cease to 
stand rocking and heaving, as it does, on the bosom of 
the poor slave? A Union that is held together by 
planting the iron heel of the National administration 
on the bosom of four million innocent men — who ex- 
pects such a Union to be'tranquil ? Who expects it to 
rest a moment ? God, breathing into the heart of hu- 
manity the nobler and higher impulses of our common 
nature, demands of eveyy man living under such a 
Union that he shall rock it from centre to circumfe- 
rence until it shall cease to rest upon the bosom of four 
million crushed slaves. The humanity of the age is 
sure to secure the freedom of these slaves, either 
through the union of these States or over the union of 
these States. Though I am a friend to the Union— 
though I would not have the South leave the Union, 
but would grapple her to it as with hooks of steel, un- 
til she shall be obliged to let her bondmen go free and 
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to do justice to the slave — BOvertHelesB, I cannot fail 

to seCj as does every man, that the disturbing force 
whicli prevents a perfect union of thej^c States is the 
institution of slaretj. Abolish it^ and jour Union 
"will be perfect. 

Another objcet stated iu the preamble is, to estab- 
lish justice." Justice is it, that in God a bright world, 
in the noon of the nineteenth century, one mnn should 
take the child of another from the cradle and reduce 
him to life-long slavery? Justice is it, that one man 
should take the sister of another, and hold her upon 
the auction block, and auctioneer off her beauty? 
Justice is it, that one man should drive a hundred of 
his fellows into the cotton-field, in order that he him- 
self may be enriched out of their unpaid toil ? If that 
is justice, then, in the name of humanity, let mid an- 
archy commence its reign, and let us have something 
else than that form of justice. Oh, gentlemen, when 
the objects declared iu the preamble of the Constitution 
of the United States shall be carried out, and when 
justice shall be established in this nation, there will go 
up a glad shout to Heaven from millions of slaves, re- 
joicing that the day of freedom has at last dawned 
for them. 

Another object stated in that preamble is to ensure 

domestic tniiKiuillity.'* Why is the South untranquil 
now ? Why dare she not let every man in this land go 
forth, speaking his free thoughts, over her hills and 
valleys? Why would she, if she were able, inflict 
upon me, for the utterance of these thoughts that 1 
have spoken, the direst punishment that the wrath of 
her citizens could invent. Simply because she has an 
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element in her Bociety that renders freedom and do- 
mestic tranquillity impossible together; and she can 
only secure what to her appears to be quiet, (but which 
is, in fact| but sleeping over a volcano) by suppressing 
freedom of speech, by crushing out freedom of debate, 
by driving ber John C. Underwoods from Va., and 
casting out the book of Frederick Douglass from Ala- 
bama, and driving from her borders every man of a 
free and faithful utterance ; and so long as this element 
of slavery continues, her masters mil continue to sleep 
>Yith pistols under their bolsters, and as they go out in 
the night time or the day, the ghost of tbeir own horrid 
system will conjure up among them fears and phanta- 
sies, and dread of insurrection, thick as the men of 
Roderick Dim, in the brake, and the day will never 
come when they will have domestic tranquillity in the 
South, until slavery be abolished. 

Having, in proceeding thus far with my argument, 
carried with me the law and the Constitution, I shall 
ask my opponent to-morrow night, he being a law-abi« 
ding and Oonstitution-loving man, to make a speech on 
my side of the question. 

But I will not this evening go further in this argu- 
ment, founded on the American Constitution, but turn- 
ing from that point, I mil give my attention for a few 
moments to the speech of my opponent. My reference 
to it shall be brief, for my friend tells me that he has 
not yet reached the main issue — and I was aware of 
it without his tellmg me. He being on the affirmative, 
I shall defer beginning anything like a serious reply to 
his speeches until he digs his way up within, at least 
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Bome reasonable proximity of the qaestion that we have 

come licrc to debate. 

My frieud has urged as authority in support of sla- 
very — the Bible. When he shall bring forward his 
proof, then, if I am not able to meet it, and meet it 
successfully, I will give up my opposition to the insti- 
tution of slavery. But I am not to be drawn into the 
ingeniously set trap of making a negative argument 
against a position which he simply declares, and does 
not deign to argue. Let him give us his argument, and 
then, it' I do not meet it, you may say that I am unable 
to do so. He tells us that slavery has always existed. 
Sad as it may be to confess it, I have not the slightest 
disposition to deny it. So, since the day when Cain 
and Abel met unfortunately by the altar of God, and 
Gain raised his club and slew his brother, murder has . 
always existed. But dues that make it right ? 

Because a hoary wrong has, with stern and iron 
tread, walked down the line of centuries, crushing mil- 
lions under its ponderous heel, does length of time 
baptize it with sacredness, make it innocent, and give 
it sanctity ? or does it add by every revolving century 
and each rolling year and each diurnal revolution of 
the earth, the deeper damnation of a deeper condemna- 
tion to every age and hour of its outrageous existence i 

Slavery is defended by the length of time which it 
has existed. Ay ! and that length of time has projected 
the groan of humanity in one long wail down the stream 
of centuries, and it has gone up to God evermore cry- 
ing for vengeance upon oppressors and the outragera 
of the poor ; and though men may, by time, have be- 
iome familiar with the crime, in Heaven's eye, it has 
7 
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not bated & jot nor tittle of its frightful mien since its 

introduction on the face of the earth. 

My friend refers to Abraham as a slaveholder. 
When he tries to prove it I iviil meet his argument. 
He tells yon that Babylon and Egypt were built by 
slaves. Yes ! and when God Almighty, with the out- 
stretched arm of his vengeance, thundered on Babylon 
in her iniqnityi one of the reasons that the prophet 
gives why it was done, was that she dealt in slaves and 
the souls of men." And Etrjpt now lies buried under 
the ruins of the same greatness which she builded by 
oppression, and the retributive waves of ages of ven- 
geance have nearly buried her gigantic works of art built 
by slaves. God manifested his wrath for her slavery, 
when he once threw her king and his slave-catching hosts 
in the waves of the Bed Sea, where the horse and his 
rider" perished together! 

My opponent tells us that slaves were held and are 
stiil held in Africa. The poor African, ho tells us, 
after two hundred years of amelioration and cultiva- 
tion nnder Southern piety, and plantation godliness, is 
not yet fit for freedom. Yet he refers us to the 
African in his darkness and heathenism centuries back 
as a model for ns: we are to hold slaves because 
he did I 

I pass over many of the points which I l.ave noted, 
bearing on this Bible argument, because I shall pursue 
this subject further to-morrow evening. 

The last half nearly of my friend's speech was taken 
up with abusing — no, I will not use that ivord — with 
saying hard things of Northern men and Northern 
society. It is unfortunate that in some of these hard 
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things I sliftll he compelled to partly join with him. 

Of the scorn and indignation which ho projects at 
New England slave-holders and slave-owners, and New 
York slave-holders and slave-traders, I take^ so far as 
I am concerned for those States, my full share. But 
if New England was hypocritical in buying slaves and 
working slaves — if New York is to be hooted at and 
scorned for having heen a slave-dealing and a slave- 
holding State a hundred years ago — what is to he 
said of Tennessee, that continues the practice in the 
noon of the nineteenth century. If New England and 
New York were hypocritical in stealing men from 
Africa to make them slaves, and selling them at the 
South, what has hecome of the old adage, that the 

partaker is as bad as the thief." The man who buys 
stolen goods, knowing them to be stolen, lacking the 
enterprise and the courage to steal them himself, gets 
them into his hands in a lazier, but not a nobler way. 

11 iSorthern men havo bowed in base and toadying 
subserviency to the spirit of villanooa politics, the 
reason is to be found in the fact that the national 
capitol is on slave-holding territory; and the vilest 
slave-holding spirit, demoralizing as it does whatever 
it touches, has oftentimes overborne the bulwarks of 
Northern virtue. I shall charge the delinquencies of 
Northern men upon the seductions of American slavery 
as presented by the South ; so, 

*'Lay on, Maodaff, 
And—" 

I will not complete the sentence. 

By every argument which proves that Northern men 
have howed in cringing subserviency to American 
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slavery, you prove that slavery is tlie spirit of rnffian 

tyranny, and holds such sway with its insti iiuientalities, 
as to destroy the virtue of such Northern men as come 
under its pover* If Northern men have ever been 
sneaks, slavery has made them so. If Northern men 
have shown themselves lacking in virtue when they got 
to CoDgrcss, it was after they had been subjected to 
the cormpt influences with which they are surrounded 
by the South. 

My friend tells us — of course it is of no account 
to the argument — that some Northern Abolitioiiists 
are so mean that they would steal the pewter ornament 
off the cane-head of the negro* Let me retort that 
the law of the South is so tyrannical that it permits 
the slave-holder to steal the negro, cane, and all 

Ladies and gentlemen ! I thank you that you have 
given me, an unknown stranger, a patient hearing and 
a cordial reception ; and I hope by to-morrow night my 
opponent will reach the heart of this question, and 
lead the way, so that the discussion may be made 
worthy of the audience, and worthy of the ponderous 
gravity of the subject under debate. 
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OUGHT AMERICAN SLAYiillY TO BE PERPETUATED?'* 

Affikmative, II. — By AV. 0. Browklow 

Bespected Auditors I It is usual, if it is not even 
an established rule in all scholastic discussions, that 

the respondent shall confine himself to the arguments 
of the athrmant, on ^hom the onus probandi rests. 
However, I am willing to orerlook the aberration9 
obsenrable in the truly demiMoty remarks of my worthy 
friend on yesterday even in ^r, and for two good and 
suf^cient reasons. Pirst, in our correspondence, we 
agreed upon the largest liberty, in the way of a margin ; 
and next,' introductory speeches are usually more 
general than special in their character. I may be 
allowed to add, that not having been demolished by 
the rejoinder, I hare no cause to repine. This I 
yenture to say, without assuming the office of umpire 
in this debate. I hope the gentleman has recovered 
his composure after the discussion of yesterday even- 
ing. And if the Joints of his armor crack under the 
power of the truth to-night, it shall not be my fault ; 
nor his: but tlic faull of the cause he advocates. 

In my remarks to-night I aim to consult the Holy 
Scriptures, to see whether or not they sustain or con- 
demn the institution of slavery. The opposers of 
slavery profe s to be governed alone by the teucliiiiizB 
of the Bible, iu their war upon the institution. My 
7* (77) 
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friend and competitor, being a Protestant ministeri 

will endorse Avhat the Bible teaches: we may differ 
when we come to interpret its teachings, and doubtless 
wiU, upon this grave subject ! 

It is vain to look to Christ or any of his Apostles 
to justify the blaspliemous perversions of the word of 
God, continually paraded before the world by those 
graceless agitators known as Abolitionists. Although 
slavery in its most revolting forms was everywhere 
visible around them, no visiunary notions of piety, or 
mad schemes of philanthropy, ever tempted either 
Christ or one of his Apostles to gainsay the law, even 
to mitigate the cruel severity of the slavery system 
then existing. On the contrary, finding slavery e^ta- 
hlUhed by law^ as well as an inevitable and necessary 
eamequeneCf growing out of the condition of human 
society, their efforts were to sustain the institution. 
Hence St. Paul actually apprehended a ^'fugitive 
slavey' and sent him home to his lawful owner, and 
earthly master ! 

I shall first appeal to the authoiiiy of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures, before I appeal to the irresistible 
authority of the New Testament, where we learn that 
slavery existed in the earliest days of the Christian 
Church, and that bolli masters and slaves were members 
of the same Christian congregations. Slavery was an 
institution of the State, in the Boman empire, just as 
it is in the Southern States of this Confederacy ; and 
the inspired Apostles, and first teachers of Christianity 
did not ieel at liberty to denounce it, if, indeed, they 
felt the least opposition to it — a thing I utterly deny. 

Listen to me while I read you some truly sensible 
passages from the Bible : 
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And lie said, T am Abraham's servant." — Gen. xxiv : 34 

"And there was of the house of Saul n urmint^ whose 
name was Ziba; and when they had called hnn unto "David, 
the king said unto him, Art thou Zibalf And he said, Thif 
servant is hr^ — 2 Sam, ix : 2. 

"Then the king called to Ziba, SauFs sermntj and said 
unto him, I have given unto thy master* s son all that per- 
tained to Saul, and to all his house." — Verse 9th. 

" Thou, therefore, and thy sods, and thy scruaiUSf shall till 
the land for him, and thou shall bring in the fruitSy that thy 
master's son may have food to cat, &c. Now Ziba has fifteea 
sons and twenty servants." — Vcne 10th. 

'^I got my servants and luuidcns, and had servants horn in 
my house ; also, I had great possessions of great and small 
cattle, above all that were in Jerusalem before me." — Eccles. 
u : 7. 

'^And be said^ Hagar^ Sarai's maid, whence earnest thouf 
And alie said, I flee from the &oe of my mistress Sand.'' — 
Gen, xyi : 8. 

" And the Angel of the Lord eaid unto her, Return to thy 
mistress, and submit thyself to her hands."— Verse 9th« 

I have but few comments to offer upon these passages 
from Holj Writ; still, I wish to impress upon your 
minds one or two points wbicb you may overlook. 
First, tben, one individual acknowledges bimself to be 
the owner of 20 slaves ! Another was raising slaves — 
acknowledges that he was a regular slave breeder — was 
baying tbem born in his house, no doubt intending tbem 
for the best market he could find — and all tbis, mark 
you, was under the sanction of the Almighty ! And 
last, but not least, the Angel of Qod arrested a fugitive 
slare and forced ber to return to ber lawful owner. 
High autliuiity this, for apj^rchcnding runaway negroes I 
And when I tell you, as I now do, in ail candor, that 
the Angel of Ood, on this occasion, was acting in tbe 
capacity of a United States Marshal, under tbe tben 
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existing fugitive slave laws of the Old Testament, and 
arresting a fugitive slave, the anti-slavery portion of 
Tou, cither think me crazy, or guilty of a profanation 
of sacred tilings ! 

In reference to bad servants^ we read in Prov. 
3cxix : 19 — 

" A servant will not be corrected by toords; for though he 
understand, he will not answer/' 

Here we are taught that a servant will not be corrected 
by wardsj and the inference is, that stripes mnst be 

inflicted. The Scriptures look to the correction of 
servants, and really enjoin it, as they do in the case of 
children. I esteem it the duty of Christian masters to 
feed and clothe their negroes well — to work them well, 
that is, constantly, but in moderation — and in cases of 
disobedience, to whip tvelL And upon this principle 
we proceed in the South 1 I may be inquired of to say 
whether I approve the cruelty exercised by masters 
and overseers in. the South, and the starvation and 
rjnkedness displayed there — and whether or not the 
Scriptures tolerate this ! I have to say in reply, that 
this cruelty, starvation, and nakedness, does not exist 
in the South, but in the disordered imaginations of 
Abolition preachers, travellers, and slanderers, who 
pass hurriedly through the South, getting up materials ' 
for book-making. 

Born and raised in the South, I have lived there a 
half a century — I have travelled through all the 
Southern States but Florida aud Texas, and to this 
good day I have never seen a negro whipped, hanged, 
or burned at the stake. I have seen negro children 
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whipped, for disobedience, just as I have seen the white 
children corrected on the same premises ! I have seen 
many negroes who deserved basting for their disobedi- 
ence and bad conduct. Madam Stowe, in one brief 
tonr through the South, was annoyed with the appalling 
Tocabulary of "cruel overseer,'* "unfeeling driver,*' 
clanking chains," &c., but I, who have travelled 
through these States for thirty years, visiting cotton 
and sugar plantations, have never met with anything 
of the kind ! 

In the book of Joel iii : 8, the slave trade is even 

recognized as of Divine authority : 

"And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the 
land of the children of Judali, and they shall s"ll them to 
the Pahcans, to the people far off; i'OK THE LOliU HATH 
SPOKEN IT 1" 

Dn. Clarkb informs as in his comments on this 
passage, that as many as thirty thousand of these 

people \vere sold into bondage — first to the children of 
Judah, and then to the Sabeans, or Arabs, a people 
far off 1 The geography of the country shows that they 
removed them about as far from their kindred and 

friends, as ^^ e do our negroes when we drive them from 
Virginia and the OarolinaSj. to Alabama, Mississippi^ 
and Louisiana ! 

But I now appeal to the irresistible auLliOiity of the 
New Testament : 

Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was 
called. Art thou called, being a servant? Care not for it; 
but if thou niayest be made free, use it rather. For he that 
is called in the Lord^ being a servant^ is the Lord's freeman; 
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likewise also he that is called^ beiDg frcc^ is Glirist's servant/' 
1 Cor. Tii : 20-22. 

Servants, he obedient them that are your maMiers accord" 
iny to the fltsk, with fear and trembliDg, in singleness of 
your hearty as unto Christ. Not with eye-service, as uieo- 
pleasers; but as the servants of Clirist, doing the will of God 
from tlie heart. With good-will doing service, as to the 
Lord, and not to men : knowing that wlmtsoever good thing 
any man doeth, tlie same shall he receive of the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free. And, ye masterSf do the same things 
unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master 
also is in heaven : neither is there respect of persons with 
him.''— Eph. vi : SyO. 

" Servants^ obey in all things your masters according to 
the jUsk: not with eye-service, as men-pleasers ; but in sin- 
gleness of heart, fearing God. And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as tu the Lord, and not unto men : knowing that of 
the Lord yo shall roceive the reward of tlie inheritance; lor 
ye serve the J.ord Christ.'' — Col. iii : 22-25. 

*^ JIasterSj give unto t/our sct'vanfa that which is just and 
equal : knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.' ' — CoL 
iv: 1. 

'^Lct as many servoius cs are under (he yolxe count their 
own mast'TS worthy of all honor, that the name of God and 
his doctrines bo nut Llaisphemed. And they that have he- 
licviiifj luasier,^, let them not despise them, because they aro 
brethren ; but rather to do them service, because they are 
faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things 
teach and exhort." — 1 vi ; 1, 2. 

Kxhort .s<;'rr«72^.<{ to bo obedient unto their oicn 7naslerSj 
and to please them well in all things ; not answering again ; 
nor purloining, but showing all good lidelity; that they may 
adurn the doctrine of God our Saviour and all things."— 
Ttfus ii : 9, 10. 

Servants^ be subject to i/our masters with all fear; not 
only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. For 
this is thankworthy, if a timn for conscience toward God 
endure grief, suffering wrongfully." — 1 Peter ii: 18, 19. 

I have but a few words of comment to offer upon 

these passages of Scripture. The original words used 
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by the Greek, both sacred and profane, to express 
slave — the most abject condition of slavery — to express 
the cAsalute owner of a slave, and the absolute control 
of a slave — are the strongest that the language.afibrds, 
and are used in tlic passa^res I have quoted. If the 
inspired Apostles understood — if they knew what they 
were talking about, and desired to convey these ideas, 
and to recognize the relations of mttHer and slave, they 
would naturally enough employ the very ^vords they 
used. To say that they did not know the primary 
meaning and usus bquendi of the original words, is 
paying them a compliment I have no wish to partici- 
pate in ! 

There is one other strong point I wish to make in 
this controversy. Christ says of a Roman Centurion, 

upon his confession to Liui that he htld slaves, ''^ I have 
not seen so great faithy nOy not in Israel" The Cen- 
turion, mark it, was a Boman Centurion, not a JeWy 
and held slaves under the Roman law, that admitted of 
enormities and excesses before which the worst features 
of ''^American Slavenj' appear but as tender mercies, 
when compared with their diabolical cruelties. Still 
Christ, by this act, although he condemned injustice 
and cruelty, acknowledged and established the fact 
that a man could be a Christian and yet hold slaves, 
even under the tenor of the law that admitted of so great 
enormities. Should not, therefore, every unbiassed 
mind come to the conclusion, that anti-slavery men of 
the North, who are no better than Christ and his Apos- 
tles, ought not to attempt to exclude Christian Tennessee, 
Georgia, Alabama, &c., from the kingdoms of grace 
and glory, who live under, and hold slaves under a far 
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more human and ChriBtian law, governing the inBtitu- 
tion of slavery ! 
But, to show that I am not singular in my Yieirs of 

the meaning expressed in the passages quoted — show- 
iii;^ that Ihoy express in one case slaves, and in the 
other moiters or owners, actually holding them as 
property^ under the sanction of the laws of the State, 
I quote from the following diitinguuhed authorities. 

That great commentator, Dr. Adam Clarke, on 
1 Cor. yii. 21, says : 

"Art thou converted to Christ while thoii art a slave — 
the property of another person^ and bought with his money? 
Care not /ur itJ* 

The learned Dr. Neander, in his -work entitled 
"Planting and Training the Church," in referring to 
OnettmuSf mentioned in the Epistle to Philemon, says 
of him : 

''It docs not appear to be at all surprising that arunaway 
slave fihould betake himself at once to Kome.'' 

The gentleman who follows me in this debate, knows 
very well that to the foregoing I might add any num- 
ber of anthorities, of equal weight and importance. 

Historians all agree that slavery existed, and was 
general throughout the Roman empire, at the time the 
Apostolic Churches were instituted. I have at my 
command the authorities to prove this; but no well- 
informed gentleman will expose himself by calling the 
fact in question. I will cite the authorities only; and 
Abolitionists denying my position can examine for 
themselves. See Gibbon's " Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire," vol. i. See Inquiry into Roman 
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Slavery," by Wni. Blair, Edinburg edltioa of 1833. 
See vol. iv. of *'Lardncr*8 Works," p. 213. See vol. 
L of Dn Robertson's Works/' London edition. 

These authorities, if consulted, show that slavery 
was a civil institution of the State ; that the Roman 
laws held slaves as property^ at the disposal of their 
matters; that the slaves, whether white or black, had 
no civil rights or existence, and contended for none; 
and that there were, throughout the empire, three 
slaves to one citizen — showing an exact similarity be- 
tween the Roman empire and the tobacco, cotton, and 
sugar-growing States of this Confederacy! Gibbon 
says that "slavery existed in every province and every 
family/' and that they were bought and sold accord* 
ing to their capacities for usefulness, and the demand 
for labor — selling for hundreds of dollur.-^, and from 
that down to the price of a beast of burden ! 

l^ow, it is notorious that the Gospel made consider- 
able progress among the citisens of the Roman em- 
pire; and, as every family owned slaves, it follows 
that slaveholders were converted to God, and admitted 
into the Church* It will not do to allege, as some 
anti-slavery men do, that the poor, including the 
slaves, were alone converted to God, because the apos- 
tles make frequent allusions to the receiving into the 
Church of intelligent, learned, professional, and opu- - 
lent persons. The learned Dr. Moshbim, in his 
"Cliuixli History," vol. i., relaliiig to the first three 
zcnturies^ settles this question. He says : 

"The apostles, in their writings, prescribe rules for the 
conduct of the rich as well as the |K)or, for masten as well 

8 
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as Mervants — a conTioeiDg proof that among the members of 
the Church planted by them were to be found persons of 
opulence and masters of families. St. Paul and St. Peter 
admonished Christian women not to study the adorning of 
themselves with pearls, with g:old and silver, or costly array. 
1 Tim. ii. 9 ; 1 Peter iii. 8. It is, therefore, plain that there 
must have been women possessed of wealth adequate to the 
purchase of bodily ornaments of p:reat price. Prom 1 Tim. 
vi. 20, and Col. ii. 8, it is manifest that^ among the first 
converts to Christianity, there were men of learning and 
philosophers; for, if the wise and the learned had unani- 
mously rejected the Christian religion, what occasion could 
tlicre have been for this caution? 1 Cor. i. 20 unquestion- 
ably carries with it the plainest intimation that persons of 
rank or power wore not wholly wanting in that as.^cinbly. 
Indeed, lists of the names of the various illustrious persons 
who embraced Christianity, in its weak and infantile state, 
are given by Blondel, p. 235 Dc Episcopis et Presbyteris ; 
nlso by Wetstcio, in his Preface to Origeu's Dia. Con. Mar., 
p. 18.^' 

This is an important argument ; for it is safe to go 
to Christ and his inspired apostles to learn the truth 
in reference to slavery. In concluding what I term 
my scriptural argument in favor of the institution of 
slavery, I desire to present for the consideration of 
the gentleman who replies to me, Five Points^ whicli I 
hold to be legitimate deductions from what has gone 
before. His Church relations have acquainted him 
'with the ''Five Points of Calvinism," and his local 
habitation in the Empire State has made him familiar 
with the " Five Points in New York," where the degra- 
dation of free white and colored persons falls far below 
the degradation of the slaves in any portion of the 
South. But I will present him with Five Points^ in 
the close oC tliis scriptural argument, which he may 
characterize the Fite Points of the South. 
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VirBt Point. — There is not a Buiglo passage in the 

New Testament, nor a single act in the records of the 
Church, during her early history, for even centuries, 
containing any direct, professed, or intended denun- 
ciation of slavery. The apostles found the institution 
existing, under the authority and sanction of law; 
and, in their labors among the people, inaaterB and 
9lave9 bowed at the same altar, commoned at the same 
table, and were taken into the same church together 
— the apostles exhorting the one to treat the other as 
became the Gospel, and the other to obedience and 
honesty, that their religious profession might not be 
evil spoken of I 

Secondly. — The early Church of Christ, not only 
admitted the existence of slavery, but in various ways, 
by her teachings and discipline, expressed her afptih 
hation of it, enforcing the observance of certain "Fu^ 
gitive Slave Laws,'* which had been enacted by the 
State. And in the various acts of the Church, from 
the times of the Apostles downward, through several 
centuries, she enacted laws and adopted regulations, 
touching the duties of masters and slaves, as such* 
This, apart from all other considerations, amounts to 
a justification and defence of the institution of slavery. 

Thirdly. — My investigations of the subject have 
led me to where similar investigations must lead all 
candid and unprejudiced men — namely, to the conclu- 
sion that God intended the relation of master and slave 
to exist, both in and out of his Church. Hence, when 
God opened the way for the orfranizaiion of the Church, 
the Apostles and first teachers of Christianity found 
slavery incorporated with tvtry dqfartmewt of 9ociety ; 
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and, in the adoption of rules for the government of the 

nicraberfl of the church, they provided for the rights 
of owners, and the wants of slaves, 

JFaurthly> — Slavery, in the days of the Apostles, 
had 80 penetrated society, and was so intimately inter- 
woven ^vitli it, that a reV^gion preacinn a freedom to the 
shxvCy would have arrajed against it the civil authori- 
ties, armed against itself the whole power of the State, 
and destroyed the usefulness of its preachers. St. 
Paul knew this, and did not assail the institution of 
slavery, but labored to get both masters and slaves to 
heaven, as all ministers should do. That St. Paul was 
Yxim'^Xi favorahU to slave-holding, is manifest from the 
fact, tliiit in the case of the runaivay slave he appre- 
hended, he modestly asked the wealthy owner for the 
slave, for his own domestic purposes ! 

Fifthly, — Slavery having existed ever since the 
first organization of the Church, the Scriptures clearly 
teach that it ^Yiii exist to the end of time. Rev. vi. 
12-17 points to "The Day of Judgment," "The Last 
Day," " The Great Day/' and the condition of the hu- 
man race at that time, as well as the classes of persons 
to be judged, rewarded, and punished! A portion of 
this text reads : 

And the kings of the earth, and the p:reat men, and the 
rich n^cn, and the mighty men, and every bondman^ and 
every /reeman," etc. 

will be there ; clearly implying that slavery will exist, 
and that the relations of master and slave will be re- 
cognized, to the end uf time ! 

These sacred truths stand in the face of all our 
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Abolition priests, to teach them the two following 

moral lessons : 

FirsU — That all the liner feelings of humanity 
were cherished in the bosoms of slave-owners — and 
that devont slave-owners received no rebuke from the 
lips of the Redeemer for holding their slaves in bond- 
age; yet, according to Abolition Christianity^ they were 
guilty of " the aeeursed nn of slavery" 

iSecojid, — That the bonds of the slave may provoke 
the wrath of the Abolitionist, but not of the Redeemer 
— who smiles alike on the devout master and the pious 
slave, having prepared for each a place in Heaven ! 

Abraham, called the father of the faithful, and the 
friend of God and man, was a large slave-holder, and, 
upon his death bed, bequeathed his slaves unto his son 
Isaac ; and yet, the angel of God stood by the couch 
of the dying patriarch, cheering his expiring moments 
with the certain, but then anticipated joys of paradise 1 
And Paul ! the inspired preacher, whose spirit was 
caugliC up to the third Heaven, and heard things it was 
not lawful to utter — yes, Paul! who endured stripes 
and imprisonment, who was stoned and beaten with 
rods, who was ofttimes in perils, on the waters, in the 
wilderness, among robbers, among false brethren, who 
endured weariness and painfulness, and hunger, and 
thirst, and cold, and weakness — Paul! who received 
just such a salary as this for preaching the gospel to 
the slaves and slave-holders in Rome, had no heart to 
pity the bonds of Oneaimual On the contrary, he chided 
him for absconding from his master, and bid him 
lisk pardon of his God for going off upon "an under- 
ground railroad This is not all that Paul was guilty 
8* 



Digitized by Google 



90 



AFFIRMATIVR, II. 



of — after arresting Onesimusj and retarning him to 

his rich master, he accosted thai master as Jii6 dearly 
beloved brother! 

It will not be charged that Paul had fallen from 
gracej and therefore became the advocate of slarery. 

He was traiislatcd to the third Heavcii heforehQ taught 
the masters and slaves of Komc their moral obligations, 
but after thia, he died a moat triumphant death, and 
declared that he had fought the good fight, and kept 
the faith, as well in reference to slaver j as other vital 
questions. 

Moses received his divine authority on the Mount, 
hffore he wrote the lav of bondage for the poor in 

Israel. And upon the precepts of the Patriarchs and 
Apostles, ^ve rest our hopes for the present and eternal 
felicity of the masters and slaves of the South. 

But, a strange star has appeared in the Korth, 
ominous of a more merciful dispensation to the slavo 
than that which appeared in Bethlehem of Judea ! 
And, twinkling over the dwellings of that holy band of 
Priests, who denounced the Fngative Slave-Bill of con- 
gress in terms of rebellious indignation iu the house of 
God ; — and applying forty parson power to the present 
Chief Magistrate, touching tbe Kansas question, a 
voice is now to be heard in the New England heavens, 
saying, **Lo ! these — these holy priests nre the friends 
of the colored race, and not the Saviour and his 
Apostles r* 

But I am to be told, for this is the argument of 

Abolitionism, that ^'American jSlaver?/' differs injorjn 
and principle from that of the chosen people of God, 
as set forth in the Bible. Qn behalf of the South, I 
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accept the Bible terms as the definition of our slavery, 
and it:3 precepts as the guide of our conduct. 

We desire nothing more — we 'will not be satisfied 
with anything less. To be candid, the Sonth has 
fashioned her form of slavery after that in the Bible. 
Even the riglit to " buffet," which is esteemed so shock- 
ing to Abolitionists, finds its express license in the 
gospel. We are there taught to take it patiently, 
when, as servants, we are buffeted for our faults.'' 
1 Peter, ii. 20. Nav, -^Nhat is stronger, God directs ilio 
Hebrews to bore hole^ in the ears of their hrotherej' 
to mark them, when, under certain circumstances, they 
become perpetual ilavee. The master is told, in the 
Mosaic law of bondage, to confine his slaves to the 
door-post, and there to bore his ears through with an 
atffly as the mark of perpetual slavery. Exodus, zzi. 6. 
We have never gone this far at the South ; thougli, in 
all material respects, we iiave fashioned our system 
after that laid down in the Bible. 

American slavery is not only not sinful, hut especially 
commanded by God through Moses, and approved 
through the Apostles by Christ. And I might con- 
clude its defence by asserting that what God ordains, 
and Christ sanctifies, should command the respect and 
toleration of even Northern Abolitionists. But I will 
remark, while on this subject, that tho selling of bond- 
men, by and among the Hebrews, was authorized by 
the law of Moses, and the practice was in vogue before 
the criving of the law. In the new law givc^i from 
Sinai, the practice of selling white brethren y Hebrew s, 
was forbidden, but they were allowed to make merchan- 
dise of the Canaanites, the negro deseendante of Mam^ 
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then the alorigineB of old Canaan. The Hebrews 
were allowed to sell one another at home, but not to 

sell each other to strangers i but heathen negroes^ they 
were allowed to buy and sell — to traffic in them as 
articles of trade and commerce, driving them to the 
best slave markets they could find. See Exodus, xxL 
7; and Leviticus, xxv. 4'2. 

But to make the fact still more clear, namely, that 
the Hebrews did deal in slaves of the negro race^ see 
the Book of Jo£L, 3d chapter, where we learn that the 
people of Tyre and Sidonia sold their little ones at 
drinking-houses for wine — separating infants from their 
mothers. I claim that the statutes of the Southern 
States aro more lenient than the laws of Moses, 
because they protect the slaves against these Israelii i^h 
cruelties. See Bouvier's Law Dictionary, under the 
head of Cruelty to Slaves/' I quote from that book : 
^^By the civil code of Louisiana, Act 192, it is en- 
acted, that when a iiiabter shall be convicted of cruel 
treatment to his slave, the judge may pronounce, 
hende the penalty established for such cases, that the 
slave shall be sold at public auction, in order to place 
liiiii out of the reach of the po'sver ui" his master ^vho 
has abused him," I quote from the New York Herald, 
March 15, 1856, a statement I know to be true: — 
man nnmed Hunter has been fined $1000, and 
forfeited six slaves, at New Orleans, for selling them in 
such a manner as to separate mother and childi con- 
trary to the laws of Louisiana." 

Thus it will be seen, that we have laws to protect 
blavcs in the South, laws to punibk cruelty, and they 
arc enforced. And though I am not expected to quote 
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^ line upon line, and precept upon precept, here «a little, 

and there a little," I will take occasion to say, onc^ 
for all, that similar laws exist in ail tiie Slave States ! 

As to the law of Moses anthormng the slare traffic^ 
it was in force in America, and carried on chiefly by 
Northern men, until Congress passed a law in 1807, 
whicli took effect January 1st, 1808, declaring it to be 
piracy^ and punishing it with fine and imprisonment. 
Twenty years preyiously, whilst the Constitution of our 
country was being formed, a committee, a majority of 
whom were from Slave States, reported a section autho- 
rising Congress to abolish the trade after the year 
1800 ; but this was zealously opposed by the Northern 
States, and the period was extended until 1808 ; thus 
giving eight additional years to the ''inhuman trattio," 
by the votes of Mew Mamja$hire^ ManachtueUs, and 
Oonnectieut, while the votes of the South; including 
Virginia, were against such extension. Thus the trado 
was continued eight years longer than it should have 
been, by the votes of men from New England^ who 
considered it their duty to guard the commercial inte- 
rests of their pious constituents ! And what were legi- 
timate articles of commerce in those days, with which 
ships sailing from New England ports bought Africans 
in their own country? I answer, gunpowder, guns, 
trinkets, beads, lookintr-glasses, tobacco, scgars, and 
New England ru7iu Slaves, in those days, and at dif- 
ferent times, were advertised to be exchanged for these 
articles, in the Boston papers I 

But I am to be told that among the peculiarities of 
" American Slavery ' ' are these : slaves are placed 
upon the block at the South, and sold to the highest 
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bidder — ^tbat they are abnsed in slaTe-pens, in cotton- 
fields, among cotton-gins, and in the rice swamps of 

tbe South." And I am to be told tliat abuse of power 
and authority, such as may be seen at the auction- 
blocks and whipping-posts of tbe South, is a part and 
parcel of our system of slavery, and inseparable from 
it. I deny the UuUi of this assertion. Power is not 
always abused. All masters do not abuse their slaves 
— a small proportion do, and therefore abuse is tepd- 
rahle from our system of slavery. In the Creole set- 
tlements of Louisiana, there are a few slave-owners 
who are cruel, but these are neither FroteetantSj nor 
native Americans. In our cotton-growing States, our 
hardest task-masters are Northern men, by birth and 
education ! Bad men abuse negroes ; good men do not. 
And in all cases, the ahuse arises from the character 
and disposition of the master, and not from the system. 

If tbe principle were a correct one, that it is proper 
to pronounce and treat as sinful^ everything that has 
been abused, we should soon undermine the foundation 
upon which society rests^ and destroy the harmony of 
every relation that God has instituted. The relation 
of our lawgivers and judges has been abused. The 
marriage relation has been abused. The blessed Bible 
has been abused. The Sabbath has been abused. The 
truths of Christianity have been abused. And nowhere 
in this country have these things been more shamefully 
abused, than north of Mason and Dixon's Line ! Shall 
we then pronounce all these sacred relations and insti- 
tutions sinful, and treat them as such ? We ou^ht not^ 
and we will not; thcrerore, we hJiouIcI 7iot, on the 
ground of its abuse by a few men, pronounce and treat 
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as sinful, the relation and position of a slaveholder in 

the South ! 

A correct idea of the real treatment of slaves in the 
South, may be gathered from the Advice, Orders, 
and Instructions'* of our, large slave-owners. I will 

read jou some extracts from a small pamphlet, of fifteen 
pages, the title-page of which runs thus : 

^* Advice J OrderSy and Inslructions for the Management, 
Governmrhf, and Guidant c of (he General Agent, Oiersf cr^, 
and Umytloijecs, on the Plantations of JoSKPIT A. S. AcK- 
IvEN, situate in the Parish of West Feliciana, in the Slate 
of Loui&ianaj opposite the mouth oj Med River. 

Mr. AcKiEN IS a wealthy planter, and owns several 

plantations, ^vllicll are ^vcll stocked with negroes, raid 
to each overseer he gives a copy of this pamphlet, and 
requires him to follow its teachings, to the letter. 
Hear what is said : 

Punishment must never be cruel or abusive, for it is ab- 
solutely mean and unmanly to whip a negro from i)i«^ro pas- 
sion and malice, and any man who can do so, is utterly unfit 

to have control of negroes." 

3Iv neirrocs arc all pcrnilttcd to come to mc or m\ ot^ent 
"with their complaints, and in no instance shall tlioy be pu- 
nished for so doing; and in my absence, I enjoin it iij-on roy 
agent to attend to their complaints, and extimine them, and 
if they have been cruelly or inhumanly treated, the overseer 
miist be at once dischargrd.'* 

** Feci, and show tlmt you feel, a kind and confeidcrato 
regard for the negroes under your control. Never cruelly 
punish tlitin, nor overwork them, or otherwise abuse them, 
but seek to render their situation as comfortable and con- 
tented as possible: see that their necessities be supplied; 
that their food and elothinf be good and sufficient; their 
houses comfortable; and be kind and attentive to them in 
sickness and in old age. 

" See that the negroes are regularly fed, and that their 
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food is wholesome, nutritious and well cooked, and that they 
keep themselves clean. At least once in every week, visit 
each of their houses, and see that they have been swept out 
and cleaned; examine their bedding, &c., and sec that they 
have been well aired, their clothes mended, and everythiog 
attended to which conduees to their comfort and happiness. 

**lf any of the negroes have been reported sici;, without 
delay see what ails them, and that proper medicine and 
atteodanoe are given. 

"The regularly appointed minister for my places lunst 
preach on Sundays during daylight. 

"Ohristiamtj, humanity and order improve and elevate 
all, and injure none; whilst infidelity, selfishness and disorder 
curse some, delude others, and degrade all. I want all my 
people encouraged to cultivate religious feelings and morality, 
and punished for inhumanity to their children or Stock, for 
profanity, lying or thieving." 

This 18 not an isoUUed case by any means, bat these 
and similar regulations govern all the large slave plan- 
tations in the South. Do they not compare favorably 
•with the treatment of white slaves at the North? I 
think so. Nor is it at all strange that most of our 
fugitive slaves, after a short residence in a free State, 
desire to return to bondage again ! Hear the following 
items, which are only so many out of hundreds of 
similar cases, constantly occurring : 

Returned to Slavery. ^ — The Hartford rConnccticut) 
Times gives an aecount of Caroline Banks and her children, 
and Mary Franeis. slaves lately liberated by their mistress, 
(Mra. Sarah Branch, ot Chesteriieid, A'a.,) who have volun- 
tarily returne<l to bondage, after trying to support themselves 
in Boston free people. They declared that they have 
toiled constantly and eould bcurccly gain a subsistence, and 
wanted a master to protect them." — South Carolinian. 

YoLUHTART SliAVE. — Instances of thb kind are be- 
coming more and more numerous every day.^We clip from 
the Frontier (^Texas) New of the 8d July, 1858. 
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While Id attendance on the District Court, in Tarrant* 
ciinnty, one day of the previous week, I witnessed the 
ceremonies, on the occasion of a free ne^ro voluntarily going 
into slavery. He came into court cheerfully, and there stated 
in answer to questions propounded by the court, thut he 
knew the consequence of the act — that he had selected as 
his master W. M. Kobinson, without any com pulsion or per- 
suasion, but of his own free will and accord. Two gentleuien 
came in and stated unJer oath that they hud siiined his 
petition at his request, and tliat tlie crcntleuian he had selected 
Q< ]\']< master, was a good citizen and an honorable man, &c. 
Jerry is a fine looking negro, some forty years of age, and 
appears to be smart." 

Prefer Slavery. — A neero man, who had been emanci- 
pated by hif nKKter's will, voluntarily re-entered servitude 
on ^londa}' last, preterritii; the coDdition of a slave to that 
of removal to a free Htate. lie selected ^Ir. Huckstep as 
his future master. His value was assessed at $650, one-half 
of which amount Mr. Huckstep has to pay into the State 
treasury." — OkarloU&viUc ( Va.) Advocate. 

a PETITION FOR VOLUNTARY ENSLAVEMENT, 

" IN CHANOEaT AT ROOERSV ILLE, TEITNESSEE. 

^*Beny a man of cohry and William Miller^ Ikq» 

Notice is hereby given that Ben, a man of color, has this 
day filed his Petition in our said Court, asking to become tho 
slave of the said Miller, under an act of the General Assem- 
bly of said State; passed the 8th day of March, 1858. 

«ILC. I ain, C. & M." 

"ifay 2M, 1858." 

I am personally acquainted with the parties iu the 
last of the several cases here named, as well as with 
the clerk and master in chancerj — thej redde about 
75 miles from where I do. I reside in East Tennessee, 
a section of the State comprising 30 counties — I have 
resided there for 30 years, and 20 years of that time I 
Iiaye been the editor of a pablic journal^ having quite 
9 
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a large circulation. I only naiuo this fact to sliow that 
I have some little acquaintance there. I feel warranted 
in the assertion that one-half of all the negro slares in 
East Tennessee, woald refuse their freedom to-day, if 
tendered to them, no matter under what circumstances. 
And fully two'thirds would refuse to be set at liberty, 
if required to leave the State ! 

Kow, I hold this truth to be self-evident, that what- 
ever improves the moral, mental and physical condition 
of a people, is a blessing to them, and ought to be 
" perpetuated." That slavery has improved the moral 
mental, and physical condition of the negroes enslaved, 
must be evident to every one who compares the con- 
dition of the southern slaves with the free negroes of 
the North, and of the West India Islands, to say 
nothing of the natives of Africa. Nay, more, slavery, 
only, can elevate the negro race from their state of 
pristine barbarism ; the continuation of slavery is abso- 
lutely necessary to prevent the civilized negroes of the 
South from relapsing into theur old savage state, in 
which the slaveholders at first found them. 

The negroes of Africa arc among the most dcizi adcd 
of the colored race. They subsist principally upon the 
spontaneous productions of the forest. They have no 
knowledge of agriculture, architecture, the mechanic 
arts, or any of those arts and sciences wliich tend to 
elevate and expand the intellect, and secure the rational 
enjoyments of life. The light of Divine truth has 
never pierced their benighted minds ; the feeble opera- 
tion of their reason Las not even revealed to them a 
glimmering of the existence of a Uod ; and worshipping 
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stones, insects, and reptiles, their moral character is in 
harmony with the grovelling objects of their adoration. 
Fierce and cruel, cowardly and treacherous, ignorant 
and lascivious — they are engaged in constant wars, 
burning their enemies at the stake, and feeding on 
their flesh — whole tribes in abject slavery — it is not 
to be wondered at that intelligent travellers have been 
led to class them as a superior species of the monkey 
tribe ! 

Turn from this loathsome picture of brutalized hu- 
manity, to the sunny plains of the South, the land of 

the olive and the vine, ^Yhere tlie great ruler of the 
universe has covered the earth with tropical fruits, and 
what do we see ? We behold hundreds of thousands 
of industrious, civilized laborers, clothed in the garb 
of civilization, eating the bread of contentment, pro- 
duced by their own labor, under the supervision of 
Caucasian intelligence and Qhrutian benevolence, and 
increasing in numbers with a rapidity, which clearly 
indicates that their physical condition is superior to 
that of any other servile laborers on earth ! 

Eevelation has risen, fall-orbed, and shines in a 
burst of glory on the benighted minds of our Southern 
slaves, chasing away the gloom of superstition. Scarcely 
a Sabbath rolls round, but hundreds of thousands of 
Southern slaves, listen to the glad tidings of the Gospel, 
and hundreds of thousands of them have attached 
themselves to the Church of Christ. There are as 
many slaves within the fold of the Church in the South, 
in proportion to the population, as there are white 
persons, if not more ! 
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Oonnected with the Methodists, are 200,000 

Missionary and Hard-Shell Baptists 170,000 

Old and New School Presbyterians 18,000 

Cumberland Presbyterians 20,000 

Episcopalians 7,000 

All other sects combined 26,000 

Methodists in Virginia and Uarjland, 
included in the Northern Methodist 
y Church 25,000 

Total Colored members in the South 466,000 

When in Mobile last winter, I assisted the venera- 
ble Bishop Kavaxac.ii in the Sabbath services, at one 
of the Bcvcral African churches in that city. It was 
a large brick church — not finoi but substantial, and 
seated 1500 persons. It cost (7000 and (6000 of 
that was contributed by the slaves themselves, who have 
a membership in that congregation of 700, They were 
well dressed, and spiritual in th^ir devotions, turning 
to the pages in their Hymn Books when announced 
from the pulpit. I there saw pious slaves rejoicing 
around the altar with their wealthy masters, and the 
good Bishop ! I have seen the same in Savannah, 
Macon, Memphis, Nashville, Charleston, Richmond, 
Huntsville, and in the city where I reside ; and in most 
of these I have preached to the slaves. And if, at 
any time, I have found fault with the colored congrega- 
tions in the South, it has been because of their extrav- 
agance in dress, and the wearing of an excess of jeuh 
cilery^ and of the fluttering gew-gaws worn by your fine 
ladies in Philadelphia ! 

Do the Anti-Slavery clergy of the North — does mj 
IleTerend Abolition competitor — see nothing in all 
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tliiS) for vhick to thank God ? Millions of dollars have 
been spent, and hundreds of valuable lives sacrificed 

in the attempt to evangelize the negroes of Africaj and 
yet slavery — the abhorred, cursed, and reviled instita- 
tiou of slavery — has brought five times more negroes 
into the fold of the Church than all the missionary 
operations of t!ie world combined. Slavery has tamed, 
civilized, Chr istianized, if you please, the brutal negroes 
brought to our shores, by New England kidnappers; 
it has elevated them physically, mentally ; morally, and 
therefore it has proven a blessing to them, and ought 
to be ^^perpetuated ** 

The sinless spirits that surround God's throne to-day, 
who are transported with all the ecstasy of an over- 
whelming affection, and bend themselves in rapturous 
adoration at the shrine of infinite and unspotted holi- 
ness ; and behold with heavenly fascination the moral 
beauty of slavery, which even throws a softening lustre 
over the awfulness of the Godhead; those pure and 
holy spirits, whose sinless existence lies in the know- 
ledge and admiration of Deity ; and who see sin in all 
its malignity, and salvation in all its mysterious great- 
ness, look down with delight upon what slavery is doing 
for the African race ! Oh ! with what desire do they 
ponder on God's ways, when, amidst the urgency of 
all demands, which look so high and indispensable, they 
sec the unfolding of the attribute of mercy, and the 
Supreme Lawgiver bending upon the abject African 
race an eye of tenderness, and in his profound and 
unsearchable wisdom, devising for them the institution 
of slavery, as a plan of restoration; the everlasting 
Son, moving from his dwelling-place in heaven, to 
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carry it forward through all the difficulties bj which 
it is encoznpftssed ; and by the virtue of his myBterious 
sacrifice, magnifying the glory of every other per- 
fection ; making mercy triumph over them all, and 
throwing open a way by which the polluted African 
(with the whole lustre of the divine character untar- 
nished) may be re-admitted into fellowship with God, 
and be again brought back within the circle of his loyal 
and affectionate family. Who would have thought it ! 
The wonder-working God, who has strewed the £eld 
of immensity with bo many worlds, and who would 
shatter them to atoms, before his truth or holiness 
should undergo the least suspicion of a stain ; comes 
down to dwell with man, and by his wisdom, with the 
fragments of a different chaos, (the wreck of rebellion) 
brings light, life, harmony, and salvation, to the African 
race, through the mild and benignant institution of 
slavery ! 0 Lord God ! thou art great in counsel I 
Thou art the wonderful Counsellor ! 

But I go further. While I hold, and I think I have 
proven, that the condition of Southern negroes has 
been vastly improved by slavery ; I also assert, without 
fear of successful contradiction, that slavery, only, 
could have worked that improvement, and that the 
preservation of the relation of master and slave is 
essential to the continued improvement and future 
welfare of the negro race of the South. I assert that 
/^American Slavery" is a blessing; a blessing to the 
master, a blessing to the non-slave-holders of the South, 
a hlessing to the civilized white race in general, and a 
blessing to the negro slaves in particular. 

To prove this I bring forward the testimony of 
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Abolitionists against slavery. In their zeal to cast 
odium on slavery, the Abolitionists prove everything 

in favor of the " peculiar institution for they prove 
that the slaves of America are the only negroes to be 
found who are really contented, comfortable and happy. 
The American Mi»%%onary Adsociation^ in their seventh 

Annual Eeport, for 1853, at page 49, says : 

''The number of missionaries and teachers in Canada, 
with which the year commenced, has been greatly reduced. 
Early in the jear, Mr. Kirkland wrote to the Committee, 
that the opposition to white missionaries, manifested by the 
colored people of Canada, had so greatly increased, by the 
interested misrepresentations of ignorant colored men, pre* 
tending to be ministers of the Gospel, that he thought his 
own and his wife's labors, and the funds of the Association^ 
could be better employed elsewhere." 

Next in order, I call your attention to the Annual 
Report of the Ameriean and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society y for 1853, which discourses thus : 

"The Iricuds of ctnancipation in the United States have 
been disappuinted in some respects at the results in the West 
Indies, because they expected too much. A nation of slaves 
cannot at once be converted into a nation of intelligent, in- 
dustrious, and moral freemen. — It is not too much, even 
now, to say of the people of Jamaica, thoir condition is ex- 
ceedingly degraded, their morals wofully corrupt. But this 
must byno means be understood to be of univeisal applica- 
tion. With respect to those who have been brought under a 
healthful educational and religions influence, it is not true* 
But as respects the great mass, whose humanity has been 
ground out of them by cruel oppression — whom no good 
Samarit-an hand has yet reached — ^how could it be otherwise f 
We wish to turn the tables; to supplant oppression by right- 
eousness, insult by compassion and brotherly-kindness, hatred 
and contempt by love and winning meekness, till we allure 
these wretched ones to the hope and enjoyment of manhood 



Digitized by Google 



104 



AFFI&MATIY£> II. 



and virfuc. - — Tlio means of cJucatioii and relifrious instruc- 
tion are better enjoyed, althou'_^h but little appreciated and 
improved by the great mass of the people. It is also true, 
that the moral sense of the people is becouiinf]^ somewhat en- 
lightened. But while tliis is true, yet their moral condition 
is very far from being what it ought to be. It is exceedingly 
dark and distressing. Licentiousness prevails to a most 
alarmiDg extent among the people. The almost universal 
prevalence of intemperance is another prolific source of the 
moral darkness and degradation of the people. The great 
mass, among all classes of the inhabitants, from the Govemoi 
in his palace to the p^sant in his hut-^from the Bishop in 
his gown to the beggar in his rags — are all slaTCs to their 
cups." 

To strengtiieu the charges made by American Abo- 
litionistSy I add the following from the London Time$j 
of the same date. In speaking of the results of eman- 
cipation in Jamaioa^ it sa js : 

'* The negro has not acquired with his freedom any habits 
of indiistr}' or morality. Ilis independence is but little better 
than that of an uncaptured brute, llavinji: accc})tcd few of 
tho rf «truints of civilization, he is amenable to few of its 
ncccsiiities ; and the wants of his nature are so easily satisfied, 
that at tlie current rate of wages, he is called upon fur nothing 
but fitful or desultory exertion. The blacks, therefore, in- 
iitead of becoming intelligent husbandmen, have become 
vagrants and squatters, and it is now apprehended that with 
tiie failure of cultivation in the island will come the failure 
of its resources for instructing or controlling its population. 
So imminent does this consummation appear, that memorials 
have been signed by classes of colonial society hitherto 
standing aloof from politics^ and not only the bench and the 
bar, but the bishop, clergy, and ministers of all denomina- 
tions in the island, without ezceptionsy have recorded their 
conviction, that, in the absence of timely relief, the religious 
and educational institutions of the Island must be abandoned, 
and the masses of the population retrograde to barbarism/' 
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Mr. BiGtow, editor of the New York Evening Posty 

a few years ago spent the winter in Jamaica, and in 
noticing the decline in the Agriculture of the Island, 
ftnd the quantity of lands thrown out of coltivation, he 
Bays : 

" This decline has been going on from year to year, daily 
beeoming more alarming, until at length the island has 
reached what would appear to be the last profound of distress 
and misery, when >thousands of p( ople do not know, when 
they rise in the moroiog, whence or in what manner they are 
to procure bread for the day.'' 

OovBRNOR Wood, of Ohio, on his way to Valparaiso, 

in 1853, thus describes AvLat lie witnessed at Kingston, 
Jamaica, while the steamer remained in that port : 

" Wc saw many plantations, the buildings dilapidated — 
fields of su^'ar-canc half-worked and apparently poor, and 
nothing but that wliich will grow without the labor of man, 
appeared luxuriant and flourishing. The island itself is of 
great fertility, one of the hest of the Antilles; but all the 
large estates upon it are now fast goinp: to ruin. la the 
harbor were not a dozen ships of all natiuuft^ — no business 
was doing, and everything yuu heard spoken was in the lan- 
guage of complaint. Since the blacks have been liberated 
they have become indolent, insolent, degraded, and dishonest. 
They are a rude, beastly set of vagabonds, lying naked about 
the streets, as filthy as the Hottentots, and, I believe, worse." 

Bishop Kip, of the Episcopal Ohnrch, on his way to 

California, in 1853, bears this testimony as to what he 
witnessed at the same port, while the steamer stopped 
to take in coal : 

The streets are erowded with the most wretched-lookinsr 
uesrroes to be seen on the face of the earth. Lnzv, slnTtless 
and diseased, they will not work, since the manumission act 
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Las freed them. Even coaling the steamer is done by women. 
About a hundred march on board in a line with tubs on their 
heads (tubs and coal together weighing about 90 pounds), 

and with a wild Bong empty them into the hold. The mea 
work a day, and then live on it a week. The depth of degra- 
dation to which the negro population has sunk, is, we are 
told, indescribable." 

But here is a portion of a letter from Q-ertitt Smith 
to Gov. Hunt of Kew York, in 1862. My friend Mr. 

Pri/ne assisted, but the other day, in a Liberty 
Party " Convention at Syracuse, in nominating Mr. 
Smith for Governor. Speaking of his inefiectoal 
labors in trying to prevail on the free colored people 

to betake themselvtb to mechanical and agricultural 
pursuits, ho says: 

"Suppose, moreover, that, during all these fifteen years, 
they had been quittiuii; the cities, where the wa.ss of tli^m rot 
both phi/ sica 111/ and inoralh/, and hvA G:one into the country 
to become farmers and mechanics — suppose, I say, all this 
— and who would have the hardihood to aiSrin that the Colo- 
nization Society lives upon the malignity of the whites — but 
it is true that it lives upon voluntart/ ({(ujiuidaiion of the 
blacks, I do not say that the colored people are more de- 
based than white people would be if persecuted, oppressed, 
and outraged as are the colored people. But I do say that 
ihey arc debased, deeply debased; and that to recover them- 
selves they must become heroes, self>denying heroes, capable 
of achieving a great moral victory — a two>foId victory — a 
victory over themselves and a yictory over their enemies '* 

So says Gcrritt Smith, Mr. Prjne's Liberty candi- 
date for Governor of New York ! So says the great 
apostle of Northern Abolitionism, to whom my com- 
petitor expects to be consigned after death, labelled 
^^ri^ht aide up with care!** 
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I conclude my testimony ou this point with an ex- 
tract from the speech in the Canadian Parliament, but 
recently, by Col. Pkince, an Eoglishman educated in 
mil the Anti-Slavery prejudices peculiar to the finglish 
school. I copy from the New York Day-Boole^ foi 
July 17, 1858: 

"Hon. Col. Prince said he was wi.shful to move a rider to 
the measure. Tiic black people who infested the land were 
the greatest curse to the Province. The lives of the people 
of the West were made wretched by the inundatiou of these 
animalaj and many of the largest farmers of the county of 
Kent had been compelled to leave their beautiful forms, be- 
cause of the pestileDtial, swarthy swarms. What were tliese 
wretches fit for? Nothing. They cooked our victuals and 
shampooned us ; but who would not rather that these duties 
should bo performed by white men ? The blacks were a 
worthless, useless, thriftless set of beings. They were too 
indolent, lazy, and ignorant to work, too proud to be taught; 
and not only that, if the criminal calendars of the country 
were examined, it would be found that they were a majority 
of the criminals. They were so detestable, that unless some 
method was adopted prevcntinfr their influx into this country 
by the 'underground raihoad,' the people of the West would 
be obliged to drive them out by open violence. The bill 
before the House imposed a capitation tax upon tlie euiii^rauts 
from Europe; and the object of this motion was to levy a 
similar tax upon blacks who came hither from the States. 
He now nmved, seeonded by Mr. Patton, that a capitation tax 
of 5s. for adults, and os. (Jd. for children, above one year and 
under fourteen years of age, be levied ou persons of color 
emigratiDg to Canada from any foreign country. Ought not 
the western men to be protected from the rascalities and vil- 
lanies of the black wretches? He found these men with 
fire, and food, and lodging, when they were in need; and he 
would be bound to say that the black men of the county of 
Esses Would speak well of him in this respect. But he 
could not admit them as being equal to white men; and, 
after a long and close observation of human nature^ he had 
come to the conclusion that the black man was born to and 
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iotended for slavery, and that he was fit for nothing elso. 
(^fSensaiion,') Hon. gentlemen miglit try to groan him down, 

bnt he was not to be moved by mawkish sentiment; and he 
was persuaded that they might as well try to change the 
spots of the leopard, as to make the black a good citizen. 
He had told black men so ; and the lazy rascals shruirgcd 
their shoulders, and wished they had never ran away from 
their ^good old massa' in Kentucky. If there was anything 
unchristian in what he proposed, he could not see it| and he 
feared that he was not born a Christian.'' 

Before I take my scat, I will notice, thougli briefly, 
the singular speech of the gentleman last evening ! 
He spoke some three-quarters of an hour after I had 
condaded my speech of one hour and a quarter, and 
abruptly closed, by saying that / had advanced no 
arguments for him to answer ! I should be sorry to 
think that the impartial and intelligent portion of the 
audience were of the same opinion. When I beheld 
upon his table, as I did, his array of pamphlets, bound 
books, and other Abolition documents, I really looked 
for a reply as ponderous as the famous Beport of Lord 
ITorth to the British House of Oommons ! 

TLc gentleman bel uui by saying tliat iiu would 
make an announcement that would even startle the Free 
Soilers and Black Eepublicans of Philadelphia! He 
was for driving slavery from the Slave States — the 
Union shnuld rock as long as it rested upon the bosoms 
of four millions of slaves; that, until it was abolished. 
Southern masters would have to sleep with pistols under 
their pDlows ! This did startle even the Free Soilers 
and Republicans of Philadelphia! And 1 urn proud 
to know that such incendiary — nay, such infinitely 
infernal — sentiments, meet with the indignant frowns, 
scorn, and contempt of all virtuous, honorable, and 
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eonservaliTe men ia Philadelphia. I know the good 
people of Philadelphia; I know them to he a conser- 

vative people, going to no extremes, either with Pro- 
Slavery men or Abolitionists. I shall so represent 
them in the South. I will point onr people, with plea- 
sure, to the period, not many years ago, when, in the 
immediate vicinity of this magnificent hall, they assem- 
bled and burned to ashes a building desecrated by Abo- 
lition meetings, from which buek negroes walked home 
with white women ! 

But we must sleep, in the South, with pistols under 
our pillows ! Yes, this is the spirit, and these are the 
purposes, of that class of Abolitionists of which this 
gentleman has assnmed to be a leader. If ever onr 
blood is shed in the South, it will be by our negroes, 
whose Southern raising and instincts have imparted to 
them the chivalry of the South. If none but bltte- 
bellied Yankees and unmitigated Northern Abolition- 
ists come down upon us, we sliall sleep with nothing 
more terrific under our pillows than Bpike-gimhlets! 
If, however, at any time, an army of Abolitionists 
from the North shall conclude to make a descent upon 
tho slavclioldcrs of the South, and this gentleman ac- 
companies the army, I will thank liim to let me know 
which regiment he is in. And '^when Greek meets 
Greek, then comes the tug of war." 

This determination on the part of Abolitionists 
either to crush slavery where it is, or to dissolve tho 
Union, is becoming general. The following card, 
signed by five of this gentleman's associates and '^boon 
companions," shows their spirit, and their utter dis- 
regard of all laws, human and divine : 
10 
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Whereas, it must be obvious to all, that the Americnn 
Onion is constantly becoming more and more divided, by 
slavery, into two distinct nrid nntap:onistic nation?, between 
wlioni harmony is impossible, and even ordinary intercourse 
is becoming danirerous; 

"And whereas Slavery has now gained entire control over 
the three branches of our National Government, Executive, 
Judiciary, and Leprislative; has so interpreted the Constitu- 
tion us to deny the right of Conirross to establish freedom 
even in the territories; and by the same process has removed 
all le<r;d protection Iruiii a large portion of the people of the 
Free States ; and has inflicted, at many times and places, out- 
rages far greater than those oar fathers rose in arms to repel ; 

''And whereas there aeems no probability that the future 
will, in these respects, be differeut from the past, under ex- 
isting State relations : 

''The undersigned respeotfully invite their fellow eitizens 
of the Free States, to meet in Convention, at ^ in Octo- 
ber, 1857, to consider the practicability, probability, and ex- 
pediency of a separation between the Free and Slave States, 
and to take such other measures as the condition of the times 
may require. 

<<Thos. W. Higgikbon, 
Wendell Phillips, 
F. W. Bird, 
Daniel Mann, 
Wm. L. Gab&ison.'' 

But the gentleman complained of my abuse— said 1 

uttered bard tilings against Northern men and North- 
ern society. Ye gods and little fishes ! Only think 
of Abram Prynej the bitter and unreieoting editor of 
the MeGrawvUle Refcrmer, whose columns, day in 
and day out, afford such an intemperance ot" bad lan- 
guage, and such an exhibition of abusive words, towards 
die entire South, as must be offensire to God, and all 
decent and conseryative men, complaining of hard 
words applied to Nortlieru men and Northern b«»ciety ! 
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The dictionaries of Billinpgate " majJie searched in 
Tain to find language more unbecoming a decent press, 

not to say one conducted by a minister of Ilirn, who, 
when He was reviled, reviled not again ! No longer 
ago than last evening, this gentleman more than once 
applied the term of ruffian^* to slaveholders, and in 
his mad ravings, under the excitement of the occasion, 
he descended to the use of such foul denunciations, that 
from that, or some other cause, a score of gentlemen 
left the hall at one time ! I have listened to no paral- 
lel to bis dennnciations, in tbe ribald partisan ha- 
rangnes of political demagogues ! And yet the gen- 
tleman complains that I use hard words toward the 
Abolition villifiers of the South, and the vile conspira- 
tors against tins glorious Union ! 

Here is an article from the New York Independent^ 
of November, 1856, one of the gentleman's Abolition 
exchanges. I have no doubt that he copied it with ap- 
probation ; and now does not blush to endorse it, foul 
and false as it is in every line : 

The mass of the population of the Atlaatic coast of the 
slave region of the South, are descended from tbe transported 

convicts and outcasts of Great Britain. For a century pre- 
vious to the Kevolution, thousands of those offscouring-s of 
the jails and hulks of England were poured out on the shores 
of Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georfjin, — 177?^/ no- 
where ehcl Those were TUE Penal COLONii:^ of Great 
Britain. Their legislative history proves it. And Captain 
James Cook was sent on his second voyage of discovery to 
geek a niw country which might serve as a substitute for 
those lost convict settlements. 

"0 glorious chivalry and hereditary aristocracy of the 
South! Peerless first families of Virginia and Carolina. 
* Look unto the rock whence ye were hewn, and to the hole 
of the pit whence ye were digged.' Progeny of tbe high- 
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wajmen, and horse-tliicves, and slieep-stealers, and pickpock- 
ets of Old "Rndand ! ' Gn, vilest of the vile,' out of all 
union "witli coniniunities of decent origin, and following your 
true moral and natural aflBnities, seek your real kindred and 
politienl fraterniticf* witli those whose ancestors wore turned 
from the ocean-path which yours took, and founded their 

* chivalrous* colonies in New South Wales and Van Bieman's 
I^nd. Go to Botany Bay, wiih your hereditary lawlessness, 
violence, and murderous, tbieYisn propensities, and stain no 
longer the character of that tme and noble-descended /rM 
American people who have too long endured the loathsome 
connection with you." 

Bat again, the Age of SeoBon and Freedom^ an 
Abolition paper of the Parson Pryne schooly published 

at the Berlin Heights, Free Love Institution, near Snn- 
dusky, Ohio, after admitting that the Bible faTors the 
institution of Slavery, adds : 

" My heart's blood curdles at the thought. You may 
search all heathendom, from the blackest half-human of Ethi- 
opia down to the most refined Caucasian, and you cannot find 
one so rnnrntfrous, w rnJn'man, and so infernal . You may 
Fny this is not a triio representation of God. It is the God 
for Avhose cause more human hlood has been spilt than for 
all other causes combined — the God of the Bible^ — the God 
my brother cursed. It is the God of the reliirion that ba- 
nished looser Williams from the commonwealth because he 
believed in extending civil ricfhts outside of their own church. 

* * * That sacrificed the life of my school- 
fellow, Eichard Dillingham, in the Nashville Penitentiary, 
and in the Queen City eaused a mother to murder her own 
child. The God of the religion that upholds the oppression 
and robbery of the poor on the one hand^ and the extraTa- 
gance and vice of the rich on the other/' 

The gentleman said, in so many words, that there 
never could be a slave legally held in bondage on this 
Continent — that the King's Bench decreed three years 
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before the Constitutiou of the United States was framed, 
that slavery should not exist in these colonies ! Then 
the decrees of the King*s Bench should he more hind- 
ing on the citizens of the United States than their own 
Constitution! and the laws enacted under it. What an 
argument for a man of respectable pretensions to make I 
It was hecause of the oppressiye decrees of the King's 
Bench, if the gentleman please, — because of the op- 
pressive taxes imposed upon these colonies, that they 
rebelled, and declared the war of the Revolution. 
Yerily, if the decrees of the King's Bench, passed he- 
fore our independence was declared, relating to slavery, 
are still of Lincling force here, they arc equally bind- 
ing in reference to taxes. The gentleman must be a 
Hoyaltstf and if so, he had better repair to England. 

His argument touching the Constitution, and the 
right of States to enact laws favoring slavery, was as 
destitute of reason as any thing could be. It was the 
stale material of the Abolitionists, often confuted, and 
as often re-hashed by abler hands than Mr. Pryne. 
Its shallow commonplace phraseology, was relieved by 
the bitterness and malignity of the spirit he displayed. 

The gentleman commenced his speech, and then con- 
cluded it, in a whining tone, and in suppliant language, 
complaining that he was not distinguished — that his 
name and fame had not been heralded in advance of 
his arrival ! These were items that the audience were 
aware of, without his publishing it i 

And how did he meet my charge against the people 
of Xew England for stealing negroes from the coast 
of Africa, and selling them into perpetual bondage, for 
the sake of gain ? Why, gentlemen, he boasted that 
10* 
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tbej bad the enterprise to 8tcal> and the South had 
not ! How revolting is such a boast ! What a mon- 
strosity for a minister of our Holy Religion, to boast 
that he has descended from, and is associated with a 
people who have the energy and will to lire by plunder 
' and piracy ! 

Finally, I understood the gentleman to deny in most 
emphatic terms, that Abraham ever owned slave?, or 
held his fellow men in bondage, and to call for the 
proof ! Does the gentleman suppose that I inll con- 
sume my time in looking out, and reciting the proof 
of what every Sunday- School scholar in the land 
knows? Is he a tcncher in Israel, and thus ignorant * 
of the teachings of God's word ? If he will read the 
Old Testament Scriptures, he will there learn that 
Abraham, called the father of the faithful, was a large 
slave-holder — that upon his death bed, like a Southern 
planter, he executed his last will and testament, be- 
queathing his numerous slaves unto his son Isaac — 
that the an<^el of God stood hy his dying couch, ap- 
proved the disposition he made of his slave property ^ 
and cheered the good old slave-holder, in his expiring 
moments, with the certain, but then anticipated joys 
of paradise I And if their custom ^vcre, in those days, 
to record ^vills in Probate Courts, I have no doubt but 
this angel of the living God, was the subscribing wit« 
ness ! 

Intending to ,E;ivc the gentleman a thorough course 
of instructions during this week, upon the great and 
exciting topic of American slavery, I propose to give 
them to him in broken dosea, and hence I yield him the 
stand, that he may make such defence as he feels pre- 
pared for ! 
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Negative, II* — By Abram Pryne. 

Ladies and gentlemen:— I promise you that I 
shall not, in mj speech of this erening, or on any 

evening durin*^ this debate, p^o beyond an hour by a 
second; and I regret that the length of my opponent's 
speech unfortunately crowds me so much at the end of 
this discussion, that I am obliged to beg your patience 
in giving me a fair licarlnfr, as I have plead for your 
patience to\¥ards him. I sliaii now proceed directly to 
my argument. 

The first qaestion that I have to raise here is, Does 
God sanction American slavery? Is God to bo 
regarded as the supporter and upholder of American 
slavery f Let us, for one moment, measure the match* 
less magnitude of this question, and see what it in- 
volves. What a question to ask in the liglit of the 
Divine Government — whether God sanctions slavery ! 
It is equivalent to asking whether God sanctions the 
worst theft that has ever desolated the world. If, as 
was so conclusively argued last night, Aincrican slavery 
had its beginning and its continued existence in theft, 
then you cannot prove that God sanctions slavery 
unless you prove him to be a thief. He who said, 
"Thou shalt not steal," is he to be regarded as the 
abettor of the mightiest robber-foray ever undertaken 

against the human race ? He who threw the guard of 

(lir>) 
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his own royal prohibition of theft around every article 

of property which man can acquire, did he leave 
humanity unprotected fioia man-thieves, by the hul- 
warke of liis law t Nay, more, did he make a special 
provision for the stealing of men. Who dares look 
into the Bible for proof that he is such a Ood ? 

Again, it involves the question whether God is the 
supporter of the disruption of the marriage relation, 
the breaking np of the marriage ties and of wholesale 
adultery. The gentleman on the other side has kindly 
vouchsafed some information, all now to mc, about the 
Five Points in New York, lie has also told us that 
there are Five Points in the Sonth ; and that was not 
new to me, for I knew before that there was a miniature 
Five Points on each plantation in the South. Now, 
gentlemen, to prove to you that slavery does thus break 
np the marriage relation^ let me read a single authority : 

Slaves were not entitled to the conditions of matrimoDy, 
and therefore they bad no relief in eases of adultery; nor 
were they the proper objects of cognation or affinity, but of 
quasi-coijnation only."— (/)r. Taylor's "MemenU of the 
OiuU Law;' p. 429.) 

Ood, to be a slave-holder, must sanction that ; and 

who dare blaspheme Him by making such a declaration ? 

Acrain : docs God sanction the violation of the 
parental relation ? For slavery's law allows the master 
to separate father and child; if he wiU. God, who in- 
stituted this relation, must be proved to sanction its 
continued and perpetual disruption, if he sanctions 
slavery. Here is the testimony of the Savannah River 
Baptist Association on this point : 
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. ^'In 1835) the following qaeiy relatiog to slaves was pro- 
pounded to the Savannah Kiver Baptist Assoeiation of 
ministers : Whetber, in case of involuntaiy separation of such 
a character as to preclude all future intercoursOi the parties 
may be allowed to marrj again ? 

''Anbwbb.— That such separation, among persons situated 
as our slaves are, iS| civilly, a separation by death, and they 
believe that, in the sigbt of God, it would be so viewed. To 
forbid second marriages in such cases, would be to expose 
the parties not only to {greater hardships and stronger 
temptations, but to church censure for noting in ohcdicnce to 
their masters, wlio cannot be oxjM jctcd to acquiesce in a 
regulation at variance with justice to the slaves, and to the 
spirit of that command which regulates marriage between 
Christians. The slaves are not free aqrntSj and a dissolution 
by death is not more entirely witlnjiit their consent and 
beyond their control than by such separatiou.'' 

Again : do God and the Bible sanction robbing the 
laborer of his hire ? Hear me answer in the language 
of James: 

"Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down 
your fields, wliicli is of you kept back by fraud, crieth : and 
the erics of them whicli have reaped are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of Saboath." 

What say you, workingmen of Philadelphia, does 
God sanction the wholesale rohherj of the laborer of 
his wages! 

But I pass to iinotner qucstlun ; does God sanction 
the stealing of men, women and children ? Hear me 
answer in the language of the Bible : " He that stealeth 
a man or telleth him, or if he be found in his hands, 
shall burely be put to death," (and every one that takes 
the man from his own God-appointed ownership steals 
him,) and he that selleth him,*' and, to cap the climax, 
to cover the whole ground of slavery, he that holdeth 
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him in his hands, tho Bible says, shall be put to death. 
Of coarse the children of slaves are bom with the 
right to freedom, and he that enslaves them as really 
steals them as if lie bruugUt them in cliaiiis from tko 
coast of Africa. 

Let me say that the natnre and relation of man for- 
hid that Ood should sanction the institution of slavery. 
The Bible tells us that God created man in his own 
image, breathed into him immortality, threw around 
him the drapery of his own form; and slavery 
claims the right to hang chains upon the form of God^ 
to load down with fetters the human soul, around which 
God threw the mantle of his own beautiful divinity in 
the form iu which he enshrined it. Oh 1 tell me not 
of impiety of any other kind in the presence of that 
overpowering impiety which would load the form of 
God himself with chains, and claim to derive from God 
the right to do it. 

Does not the Divine image which man bears give us 
some impression with reference to God's own regard 
for the sacredncbs of liis rights? Does not the fact 
that God clothed man in His own form, condemn and 
convict him who, with ruthless hand, would degrade the 
soul of man, and enslave him ? Has not the guarantee 
of God's own form been thrown around the soul to 
secure its freedom ? Will you iiaug chains on God ? 
Will you bind shackles upon the form which He wears ? 

I proceed now more directly to the textual argument 
which is involved in this question, though I shall not 
be able to follow my friend throughout. He started 
with the statement that it was the business of the nega* 
tive to follow the argument of the affirmative* I beg 
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leaye to put in a condition — that the affirmative shall 
produce an argument capable of being followed. Where 
that happens to be lacking, I, of course, shall be unable 
to follow it. Who can follow a ponnd of feathers before 
a gale of wind. While following the arrangement that 
I had made before I listened to his speech, I shall pro- 
ceed a little out of his order, but will reach everj point 
that he has touched. 

In the first place he hints at the curse said to have 
been pronounced by Noah on the descendants of Ham ; 
and this curse we are to accept as a reason why the 
black man should be enslaved. Noah's curse, let me 
say, was pronounced on Canaan ; and there is no more 
pro of t il at Canaan was a black man than that the 
whitest man before me is a black man. 

But, not to dwell on that, what is the strength and 
force of Noah's curse ? The whole story is told in the 
verse which I will read : 

''And Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his sons 
had done unto him, and he said, Cursed be Canaan ; a ser« 
vant of servants shall he be unto his brethren." 

What a terrible gap must be £lled up to reach the 
inference that this curse of drunken Noah, just waking 
up from the effect of his over-dose of wine, carries with 

it the sanction of God! AYho says that God cursed 
Canaan? The Bible makes no such statement; it 
merely tells us of Noah, that on suddenly rising after 
a drunken fit, and supposing that his grandson had 

luibircated him, he, as drunken men are apt to do — 

Unpacked his heart with words. 
And fell to cursing, like a Tsry drab/'* 

* A scalUoQ. 
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Bat who can give us, from tbe Bible or from any 

other source, the shadow of evidence that God ever 
sanctioned that curse ? I call on mj opponent for the 
proof. 

God IB not to be held responsible for the angry words 

of a patriarch in his wine, nor for all the deeds of the 
patriarchs. The Bihle states facts — but bj no means 
holds God responsible for the existence of many of its 
facts. Nothing can claim his sanction unless that 
sanction is plainly recorded. 

Even if there was some force in IN^oah's curse, it was 
fnlfilled in the case of the Canaanites. Bat not stop- 
ping to urge that argument, let me ask who made the 
South the executors of Noah, to carry out his curse ? 
When did they take out letters testamentary on Noah's 
estate ? Canaan was to be a servant of servants. Are 
the slareholders servants ? Even did I admit (which I 
do not) that Noah's curse had some force in euslaTing 
somebody to the Jews, what a jump of logic to conclude 
thence that Southern men have a right to enslave the 
negroes ! 

And now I come to the case of Abraham. We are 

told that Aljial-am was a slaveholder. Gentlemen, I 
meet that declaration with a plump denial ; and X shall 
satisfy you in a moment that I do so on the best ground 
of argument. 

In the first place, Abraham's head servant was his 
lieutenant in war, who, as tho leader of 118 armed 
men, went forth on a foray against the surrounding 
nations. When gentlemen will arm their slayes, and 
lead them out into an unpopulous country, and bring 
them back again safely, none rebelling, though there 
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be 118 slayes to one wHte man who is in command^ 
then they may begin to argue some analogy between 
their system and the Abrahamio. 

Again, I prove to you that Abraham's servants were 
not slaves, from the fact that Abraham's head servant 
was declared by Abraham to be liis heir — the natural 
and lawful heir of his whole property* The slave laws 
of the South affirm that a slave can own nothing, hold 
nothing ; that he cannot be the party to a contract, or 
have any tenure of property. 

Here was a man who did own and did hold property 
— who was heir-in-law of Abraham, the richest man 
of his day ; yet we are asked to believe that the system 
of servitude theu prevailing is analogous to the system 
of slavery now existing in the South, which declares a 
slave to be goods and chatties personal, to all intents, 
purposes, and constructions whatsoever — unable to 
own anything, hold anything, or be a party to a con- 
tract. Furnish arms to your slaves at the South ; put 
property in their hands ; give them some position that 
was occupied by Abraham's feudal retainers (if I may 
borrow the language of the middle ages) : and you 
will see how long you will be able to hold them as 
slaves. Fulfil one out of six of the conditions of that 
Abrahamic system of servitude, and you break down 
a dyke, whose removal would cause the dark waters of 
slavery at the South to rush out with such a flood that 
no man could stem its tide. 

Again : Abraham's head servant went with his son 
to get a wife. Abraham trusted him to go on a long 
journey, upon a mission that was dearest to his own 
heart. Travelling day after day, with a retinae of 
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camels and companied of men and women, tbrongh a 

wild countrj, into which he could readily have fled — 
I ask you, if he had been a slave — subject to the lash 
—goods and chattels personal — who does not believe 
that he would have run away ? The truth is, that 
Abraham was a prince, and his followers and military 
retainers, who tilled his land, and attended his flocks, 
were, in the language of the East, called his servants. 
This was the relation between him and them, and it 
did not at all mvolve the chattel principle which is the 
soul of American slavery. 

The word servant" in the Old Testament no more 
necessarily means slave" than it does in the language 
of New England or the city of Philadelphia. It is a 
common term; and I offer as my authority one of 
Philadelphia's noblest sons, who, having carefully given 
his vast learning to the investigation of this question, 
has announced his conclusion that the word servant," 
as applied to persons in the BiblC; determines nothing 
with reference to the tenure by which they were held, 
and would apply to a New England servant as well as 
to any other. I speak of the testimony of Albert 
Barnes, who btates his conclusion in these words : 

" From this examination of the terms used to denote 
servitude amonc; the Hebrews, it followB that Dothing can be 
inferred from tlie mere use of the word in regard to the Ictnd 
of servitude which existed in the days of the patriarchs."— 
Buiues on Slavery, 

Again, Mr. Barnes says : 

" The Hebrew words, ehedhy dbodhd, and ahUddd, rendered 
commoiii^ utrvantj service, and sei^vanU, (Job i, 3|) are 
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derived from dhdJh^ meaninp; fo lahor^ to wark^ to do toarh 
It occurs in the Uebrcw Scriptures some hundreds of times 
in various forms of the word, and is neyer rendered slave$, 
but commooly s^ruanU, and serve. 

Bat I have another question to ask ; Did everything 
done by the patriarchs receive the approbation of Ood ? 

Not at all ; and the fact that a system of servitude 
obtained among the patriarchs cannot prove that it 
had the Divine approbation, unless you can show that 
it is sustained and sanctioned by the letter of the 
Bible. The mere fact of its existence proves nothing ; 
for all these patriarchs were guilty of wrong-doings. 
Jacob filched from his brother Esau his birthright by 
a trick; Abraham denied his own wife, and, by the 
denial, subjected her to the danger of prostitution ; and 
even Noah, as we have already seen, got drunk. The 
Bible states these facts without comment, just as it 
states the fact that these patriarchs held smrvants; 
and bj the bare statement of the fact, it sanctions one 
as much as the other. 

In the next place, I deny any analogy between this 
system of servitude and American slavery ; because, 
in the whole Jewish economy, no man ever sold a 
servant. I defy my opponent to find an instance, from 
the beginning to the end of the Bible, where a Jew is 
ever said to have sold a servant after he came into his 
possession. Therefore, those servants were not subject 
to the laws of property, as are the slaves of the South 
at this day. Had they been "goods and chattels 
personal,'' we should have had some record of their 
sale by their masler. Lut no such record can be found; 
and the inference is irresistible that they were not 
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proper^. Again, yon will jremember that passage of 
the Bible which reads : 

*^ Thoa shalt not deliver unto his master the Beryant which 
IS escaped from his master unto thee/' 

Thus we see an nndergronnd railroad" had come 
to the surface all over Jndea. Every servant that felt 

oppressed liad the Divine sanction to flee iinywljere he 
pleased, and, by the prohibition of God, no man should 
send him back to his master, but all were commanded 
to allow him to remain unmolested. Proclaim that law 
to tlie bondmen who trerahle at the crack of your whip ; 
let the declaration go forth as the law of the South 
that no fugitive act exists, that every slave who can 
make good his escape shall be free ; and in a fortnight, 
the population across the lakes in Canada will receive 
such an accession, and the South become so nearly do* 
populated, that gentlemen who now live by squeezing 
out of the poor oppressed negroes the coats they wear, 
and the dinners they eat, and the jewelcry they flourish 
in Northern cities, will be compelled to work for a 
living. 

But whatever may have been the system of servitude 

that obtained among the Jews, (and I still insist that 
it was as far removed from the chattel-principle, the 
dark feature of American aiaverv, as is the relation be- 
tween a New England servant-girl and her mistress)— 
whatever may have been the system that obtained, 
every forty-nine years it was abolished by tlie jubilee. 
Every forty-nine years, liberty was ^'proclaimed 
throughout the land, to all the inhabitants thereof/' 
Every forty-nine years, one grand, universal, aboU- 
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tion ju1)ilee swept over tHe wbolo land of Judea. The 

gentleman on the other side tells us that his system iu 
the South is modelled after tlic Mosaic. Is it not time, 
after two hundred years of slayeTy^ to have four jnbi* 
lees at once.' Stick to the letter of the Bible on this 
point if you will ; make your system conform in this 
particular to that which obtained in Judea, and slavery 
will be swept down, and pass away as the fog before a 
summer's morning. 

I do not stoj) to-night to enter largely into the argu- 
ment with reference to the teachings of the New Testa- 
ment; nor have, thus far^ more than glanced at the 
argument of the Old Testament. But I must be 
allowed to say that all the precepts of the New Testa- 
ment are against slavery ; and American slavery is so 
terribly inunieal to the whole Bible, that the South is 
thrown into an agony of fear the moment a half dozen 
poor, ragged i)laves gather in the basement of some 
church, in order to-be taught the language of the New 
Testament. Sir, if the Bible so strongly sanctions 
slavery, why do you not, like sensible men, teach it to 
your slaves ? Why not teach every slave to read it, 
that he may have the full benefit of feeling that he is 
under the influence of a Divine Grod-appointed system ? 

Search the Scriptures T* is the command of God ; but 
slavery says to the slaves, " If you dare attempt to look 
into the Scriptures — if you gather together to gain 
Scriptural instruction — we will send our creatures to 
disperse you under the crack of the lash. You shall 
not be permitted to learn to read the Bible." 

Why, if slavery and the Bible are so entirely in affin- 
ity, if each so admirably supports the other, how foolish 
11* 
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are these gentlemen of the South that they do not teach 

every slave to read the Scriptures ! God reveals his 

vrill to man in the Bible. Slavery says to four millions 

of her boasted Christians of the South, " If you learn J 

to read that Bihle, I will score your hacks with the j 

lash until the skin shall peel off," and yet attempts to 

prove that that sanie Bible which God revealed for all 

men sanctions that oppression which prevents them from 

reading it. 

I notice to-night only a few of the passages which 
the gentleman has quoted in his speech. I would, at 
this point, merely say, in a general way, that just in 
proportion as you make an impression that slavery is 
sustained by the Bible, you bring the Bible into scorn 
and contempt. I say that the slave who believes that 
the Bible supports slavery, ought to hate it. I say 
that, if the slave believes that the religion taught him at 
the South makes him a slave, he ought to trample it 
under his feet. Such enlightenment, such philosophy, 
such Christianity, are so far from being a blessing to 
him, that the heaviest curse the dark spirit of slavery 
has ever inflicted upon the soul of the slave, is the 
religion of the South under which she professes to 
hold him in bonds. 

My opponent said, in his speech of last night: 

<<WheQ Christ was doomed by a cruel Roman law to its ^ 
most ignouiinious condemnation, he did not so much as 
resist it." 

What would he have us infer — that, therefore, the 
cruel Boman law which hung him upon the cross was 
right! Is that the inference? Does he intend to 
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argae tbat, because I go for tlie repeal of these cmel 

laws against tlio slave, I am violating the example of 
Christ ? Does it follow that the slaveholders' laws of 
the South are rights because Christ did not resist laws 
equally tyrannous? By no means. For Christ did 

not resist his own crucifixion; and if nothing but what 
Christ resisted is wrong, then Christ's crucifixion was 
not wrong ! 

The gentleman on the other side tells us that Jesus 

never denounced slavery. Has he never read the 
words: *'Undo the heavy burdens?" A crusiiing 
burden is laid on the back of the poor slave at birth, 
which he carries all the days of his life, until he sinks 
under it into his grave. Our Revolutionary fathers 
rebelled against a burden wluch, compared with sla- 
very, is as a man's little finger to his loins; and if 
their rebellion was for a moment justifiable, then the 
slave would be doubly justified in asserting his freedom 
with arms in his hands. In the name of God and 
humanity, what is heavier than the burden of slavery? 
Has he never read the words: Break every yoke, and 
let the oppressed go free ?" "When every yoke shall 
be broken, I take it, the horrid yoke of American sla- 
very will be broken. I call upon those gentlemen who 
hold this theory, to convince me that they believe the 
Bible, by carrying out this palpable and incontrovert' 
ible passage, by setting forth to break every yoke 
and let the oppressed go free.** 

Again: the prophet Isaiah, in describing the pur* 
pose of Christ's mission to the world, uses this beauti- 
1 ui iaii^Uitge ; 
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Tho {Spirit of the Lord God is apon me ; because tho 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek ; he liath sent lue to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the pri- 
son to them that are bound : To proclaim tlie acceptable 
year of the Lord, and tht; day of veDgeauce of our God; 
to comfort all that iiiouro." 

Thus is Christ revealed as a universal emancipator. 
Shall I be told again that Christ has never said a word 
against slavery? If I should be, you will agree with 
me that I am not bound to believe it. 

Has he never read: "All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so unto 
them ?" And would he that men should doom him to 
a lile of luiidaizc; that they should sell his ^vifc on 
the auctiou-biock, and his daughters to a slave-trader? 
Would he have the light of knowledge shut out from 
his soul, and the Bible denied to his children 7 Why, 
then, do this to others, and still claim to be a servant, 
nay, a minister, of Christ? 

My friend has told us, both last night and to-night, 
that Abolitionbts themselves have complained of the 
colored people ; and lie mentions Gerritt Smith as one 
who has done so. He has; but there is something of 
which he is at this very time complainmg more loudly, 
making his own deep-toned voice reverberate over the 
hills of Ne^v York State. IIu is proclaiming the 
wickedness of the South, which, while it has for ages 
crushed the slave under its heel, is now astonished that 
he does not rise into the dignity of an intellectnal man 
at one leap. He knows, as wc all do, that the vices 
of the slave have been learned on the plantation, and 
tbat no people can be expected to rise in a moment 
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from the effects of sucli a horrid education. The 

South denies all nicans of intellectual culture to the 
slave; flogs him for learning to read; abuses him for 
every struggling effort of his mind to gain culture; 
and then, after having put out the Hght of intellect 
from his soul, is astonioliod that he is intellectually 
-weak, and gives such weakness as the cowardly reason 
for continuing to abuse him. 

But if gentlemen think that the fugitive slaves of 
this couhuy are men Incldng in intellect, I can only 
say, that had my opponent accepted the offer of Fre- 
derick Douglass to meet him in this debate, he would 
have gone hack to Knoxville, Tennessee, with his 
notions of the ^vant of intellect of the African all 
upset. 

And you will excuse me for saying, in this connec- 
tion, that had he met another colored man whom I can 

mention — darker than Frederick Douglass, who is a 
mulatto — a real African of the olden type, six feet 
two inches in his shoes, and weighing over two hun- 
dred pounds, he would have thought himself in a Chi- 
nese museum of wit, sarcasm, and logic, where pyro- 
technics were flashing around him from the brain of 
Samuel B. Ward. 

I only regret that I have not his power of argument, 
of diction, and of rhetoric, with which to meet my 
friend to-night. 

In regard to Gerritt Smith's complaining of the 
colored people, has he not shown his genuine kindness 
of heart towards them, his love for them, by telling 
them their faults ; wliile he is, in his efforts to assist 
them, distributing among them, with princely liberal- 
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ity^ his own foxtune. And the best thing to be Baid 
yet of Gerritt Smithes good deeds in that direction, is, 

that he is to-daj on the stump in my own glorious 
Empire State as a candidate for Governor, under the 
pledge that if ^he should be elected, and an effort 
should be made to take^a fugitive slave from the State 
oi" xsevv York, he will call out the whole milifary force 
of the State to resist it. Such lukewarm friends of 
the African as that, may Qod multiply i And, gentle- 
men, let me say that, when this debate shall have been 
concluded, I shall, with pleasure, hasten home to my 
native State, to take the stump for Mr. Smith. 

And now let me refer to another point in the argu- 
ment of my oj i onent. We have had brought to our 
notice the case of Paul's apprehension of Onesiraus ; 
and it has been urged that Onesimus was a fugitive 
slave, and Paul a slave-catcher. Let us see what was 
the language which Paul used in writing to Philemon: 

Receive him not now as a servant.'' 

Then Paul did not send him back as a servant, but 
as a freeman. 

Kcceive him not as a servant, but above a servanti a 
brother beloved, specially to nic, but how much more uoto 
thee, both in the flesh and in the Iiord t If thou eount me, 
therefore, a partner, receive him as myself," 

I suppose my friend will not contend that Paul 

wished Philemon to receive hun with the cat-o'-nine- 
tails. I suppose that he will not <lgree that Paul 
wished Philemon to place him in the stocks, and put 
him on bread and water, and baste his back, and 
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anoint it mth brine and ] ( j pcr. He will not argue 

that this is what Paul meant by lih injunction that 
Onesimus should be received as a brother — "not now 
a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved." 
So it seems Paul vas an emancipationist ; that he set 
Onesimus free, and sent him Lack, with the apostolic 
command to his master that he should let him remain 
free. This is your boasted argument from Paul's let- 
ter to Philemon. Practice Paul's teaching here, and 
I aui coiitciiL. I would be willing to send all the fugi- 
tives in Canada back in tiie same way Paul sent back 
Onesimus, with an order for free papers and a brother's 
inheritance in the estate, provided jou would guarantee 
that the slaveholders would receive them, "not as ser- 
vants, but as brothers beloved/' 

I would refer, also, to the case of Ziba, the servant 
of Saul. He, we are told, had twenty servants him- 
self, lie therefore held property, and could not be a 
slave ; for, according to the slave law of the South, no 
slave can hold property. He was the servant of Saul 
in the sense in which all the retainers of captains are 
called their servants. They were mere feudal military 
retainers. In this sense the word ''servant " is applied 
to them; and that is all the force that it has in all 
these cases. 

Paul is quoted again as saying 

''Art tliou called bciiiy a servant? care not for it: but if 
thou ntaj'cst be made free, use it rather/' 

That is to say, If you are a slave and the cars of 
the underground railroad come along, jump on and get 
your freedom if you can. If you are a servant, bear it 
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patiently vhile you must, but the moment an oppor* 

tnnity occurs for you to escape, make the hcst of it, 
and get away as soon as you can. 

Of course Paul advised servants to he obedient and 
get along as smoothly as they could while compelled to 
remain in that position. I would give the same advice, 
i\'ould say sliow no impatience, no restlessness, let 
your master tliink you arc passive and content, while 
your condition is inevitable, but ^* If thou mayest be 
free use it rather,*' and when the train arrives on the 
undergrouiul railroad take a through ticket. 

We are referred to passages exhorting the slaves to 
patience and forbearance ; and in regard to these, you 
will mark this, that they all condole with him as suffer- 
ing a very hard lot, telling him to bear it in the name 
of God and Christ. They tell him that to bear buffet- 
ing is creditable to him. But they all plead that he is 
not in his right condition, and urge him to bear it until 
he shall have an opportunity to get away. Such passa- 
ges as these the pro-slavery side oi the argument may 
make the most of. 

The argument is nrged that as Jesus did not de- 
nounce slavery by name, it follows that he did not re- 
gard it as a crime. This argument is based upon the 
assumption that everything that Christ did not de- 
nounce in set terms is innocent* It will take hut a 
moment to show the glaring fallacy of this proposition. 
But one sermon of Jesus has come down to us, and the 
report of that is by no means full. That sermon was 
addressed to non-slave-holding Jews, and not especially 
to slave-holding Romans, and of course that single ser- 
mon could not go minutely into the various (j^uesLiuns 
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of civil rights, social conditions, and political economy, 
which have since agitated the world. But he did lay 
down broad and deep^ great first principles, which 
when carried out would overturn every form of oppres- 
sion. He did not denounce the cruelties and brutali- 
ties of the gladiatorial shows of the Roman AmpliitliO' 
ater, by name, nor did he directly discuss the wicked- 
ness of the Roman government in detail^ but does it 
therefore follow that he sanctioned all these? His 
short ministry of only tliree years, shut hiiii up to tlic 
necessity of dealing in first principles, leaving the 
future to develop and apply them to all phases of the 
after life of man, and these first principles are at all 
points at enmity with American slavery. 

Here are a few passages from the Bible which show 
its teachings on human rights : 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 
" Let the oppressed go free." 
Proclaim liberty throughotzt the land to all the inkalnU 

anU thereof/' 

"Thou shalt not respect the persons of the poor nor honor 
the persons of the mighty, but in righteousness shalt thou 
judge thy neighbor." 

"Envy not thou the oppressor, and choose none of his 
ways. 

Do justice to the afflicted and needy, rid them out of the 
hands of the wicked." 

Execute judgment and justice ; take away your exaltations 
from my people saith the Iiord." 

" He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his maker.^ 
<<I will be a swift witness against the adulterer^ and 
against false swearers, and against those that oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, and 
that turn aside the stranger from bis right, and fear not me, 
saith the Lord of Hosts. 

12 
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" He that stcaletli a man, and selletli liim, or if he bo 
found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death/' 

Whoso stoppeth his cnr^ at the cry of the poor, he also 
shall erv. hut shall not be heard." 

Thciclbre thus snitli the Lord • ye have nut liearkened 
Tinto nie, in proclaiininir liberty, every one to his brother, 
and every man to his neighbor : behold, I proclaim a liberty 
for you, saith the Lord, to the sword, to the pestilence, and 
to the famine; niid T will make you to be removed into ail 
the kingdoms of the earth."' 

Call no man master, neither be ye called masters." 

AH things whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you do ye even so to theni.'^ 

^^Be kindly affeetionate one to another with brotherly 
love; in honor preferring one another.'' 

"Do good to all men, as ye have opportunity," 

Stand fa&t therefore in the liberty wherewith Ghrtat hath 
made you free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondapre." 

" If thou mayest be made free, use it rather." 

" The laborer is worthy of his hire." 

" Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." 

The Baltimore JSun while criticising the work of 
Bome clerical flankj who published a Bible defence of 

slavery a few years ago, CACoriates him as follows : 

"Bible defence of slavery I There.is no such thing as a 
Bible defence of slavery at the present day. Slavery in the 
United States is a social institution, originating in the con- 
venience and cupidity of our ancestors, existing by State 
laws, and recognized to a certain extent — for the recovery 
of slave property — by the Constitution. And nobody would 
pretend that, if it were inexpedient and unprofitable for any 
man or any State to continue to hold slaves, they would bo 
bound to do so on the ground of a Bible defence" of it. 
Slaverv is recorded in the Bible, and approved, with many 
degrading characteristics. War is recorded in the Bible, 
and approved, under what seems to us the extreme of cruelty. 
But nrc slavery and war to enc^ure for ever because we find 
them in tlie J^ible? or are they to erase at onco and for ever 
because the Bible iaculcates peace and brotherhood 



Digitized by Google 



BY ABSAH PETNB. 



185 



My opponent, as you remember, last night denounced 
the slave trade in language such as I could not com- 
mand myself. To-night he tells us the slave trade ia 
Banctioned by Qod and the Bible. Which end of his 
argument shall I take — the argument of last night or 
the argument of to-night ? But I have driven him, as 
I knew I should^ to plant his feet on the slave-trade as 
the only means of logically supporting slavery itself. 
He has amended his logic, though his premises are false. 

We have been told again to-night that all the oriental 
nations were slave-holding nations. Let us for one 
moment dig up from the past their history, and see 
how God himself shovs bis sanction or disapprobation 
of slavery. EgY])t held slaves; for 430 years the Jews 
were slaves in Egypt. But escaping, they all took the 
underground railroad which led through the Bed Sea. 
-Their oppressors followed on a grand national slave 
hunt, but Guil liiiTisolf being against them, the waves 
of the sea swallowed them up. Pharaoh and his entire 
host were swept away by the besom of destruction in 
the attempt to get back their fugitive slaves. Ood 
sanctions slavery, does he ? and yet he causes the sea 
to swallow up an army of hundreds of thousands who 
are attempting to regain possession of their fugitive 
slaves ! 

Again : throughout the history of the Jews, God is 
continually pointing back to the days of Egyptian 
slavery, to warn the Jews against oppression, saying 
to them in effect, ^^Do not forget that yoii were slaves 
in Egypt ; do not forget the wrongs under which you 
suffered ; do not forget the horrors of that system, and 
do not iniiict them upon others." And if we wish to 
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follow the history of Egypt and :8e6 what effect slavery 

had in perpetuntin^: her existence and her glory, let the 
dust that is gather c d more than sixty feet deep at the 
foot of the Pyramids since art land glory left the land 
of Egypt tell us what effect such' institutions have had 
upon her existence and her glory. The desolations of 
Egypt to-day proclaim aloud to the world Qod's stand- 
ing ^sapprobation of the craelty of Egyptian oppression* 
Take the case of Babylon, if you please. The Bible 
declares that Babylon was destroyed for her oppression, 
because she dealt iu slaves; and the souls of men. 
Again : all men at all conversant with her history know 
that Borne was destroyed because of the very same 
corruptions which are now eatinc^ in upon the vitality 
of our own nation. Borne Avas .uUimateiy ruined by 
the inroads of her system of slavery. 

Thus, any man familiar with the history of nations 
sees at a glance that the grand leveller of all national 
greatness and glory has been the corruptions engendered 
by oppression among nations holding slaves. 

With reference to the cmelty practised upon South* 
em plantations, I have said nothing. I do not come 
here to ask that slavery shall be abolished because the 
masters of the South whip their slaves cruelly — ^because 
they dress them in such a manner as not to protect 
them from the cold — because they hunt them with 
blood-hounds — or because of an}^ of the horrid inflic- 
tions upon their persons which characterize the entire 
field of Southern society, I como to ask that slavery 
shall be abolished, because the very condition itself, in 
its best and happiest form, is such an outrage against 
God and humanity that it ought not to exist on earth. 
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Dress your slave in silks, feed him upon the choicest 
viands of the land, n-ait upon him yourself at your own 

table, give him all the luxuries with which you can 
surround him, yet still insist that he shall be your 
slave, and I will still demand his freedom with a voice 
as earnest as though he were suffering from the most 
terrible inflictions of cruelty. While I know that 
slavery is cruel — while I feel the deepest iadignation 
at the wrong and outrage which it heaps upon the 
slave, — yet apart from all this; the condition of slavery 
is in itself the deepest and most damning wrong, and 
the mere incidents arc not to be brought in question 
in an argument of this sort. 

My opponent has given us a long extract from some 
man's plantation rul( s, wherein he tells his overseers 
that they must listen to the complaints of the slave. 
Would my friend regard it as a peculiar kindness that 
some man should take him and make him a slave, and 
then, out of regard for him, bliould command somebody 
to listen to his complaints ? 

Perhaps it will be replied that slavery should not lay 
its hand upon the white man. The color of the cuticle^ 
I take it, does not measure the worth of humanity ; iind 
as you and I would not ask for some man to complain 
to, but would demand before God and the law, the right 
to protect our own rights, and shield ourselves under 
the government, so I ask the same for the slave. 

These plantation rules provide that the slave s bed- 
ding shall be examined. The bed that Frederick 
Douglass had, when in slavery, would not, according 
*o his description, have taken a very long examination. 
It was an old bag, into which ho used to crawl head 
12* 
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foremost. That was his bed for the winter — all that 
he had. The bedding to be examined would, I appre- 
hend, generally be found to be' the isoft side of a plank, 
or the hard ground. Though some <rentlemen may 
provide better for their slaves, yet I know that on the 
sugar and cotton plantations this is the general charac- 
ter of the bedding. 

Again : it is alBrmed thai American slavery onght 
to be perpetuated because it improves the morals of the 
slave. The slaves^ it is said^. become members of 
Southern churches, and are made^religious men. Let 
me say that the fact that the slave is not morally 
beneath the heat!) en docs not show that slavery im- 
prores his morals; it only shows that he has native 
moral instincts sufficient to enable him, even in apUe of 
Blavery^ to get from the glimmering liglit of surrounding 
civilization some ideas of morals beyond those of the 
heathen. 

Improve a man's morals by irhipping him for reading 
the Bible ? Improve a man's morals by sending police- 
men to break up his sabbatli-scliools ? Improve a man's 
morals by chaining him to a cart while his master has 
gone to the communion-table ? Improve a man's morals 
^nd regard for the Bible by telling' Mm that the Bible 
sanctions his being whipped and driven all his life in 
the cotton-rfield without pay ? Gentlemen, this mode 
of improving morals certainly obtains nowhere but in 
the South ; and I take it that Southern morals may 
yet be improved a lung way before the Millouium will 
dawn. 

We have it affirmed that it is only by slavery that 
the character of the slave can be elevated. Yet we ate 
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told that, after two hundred years of slavery, he is so 
immoral and thriffcless that he cannot take care of 
himself. I ask that we may determine this question 
by determining what would be the result of two hun- 
dred years of freedom. If, at the close of that period, 
we shaU have fafled to elevate his character, then we 
Trill be converted to the doctrine that slavery is the 
condition most conducive to his moral improvement ; 
and the missionary work of my friend may then go on 

at the North. 

We have been told that three-fourths of the slaves 

in Tennessee would refuse their liberty if offered to 
them. Oh I I would like to see the experiment tried ! 
WhOT ihe Legislature of Tennessee shall l ave offered 
to them their liberty, and they shall have refused, then, 
and not till then, can this statement be received. If 
the slave owners of the South are as sure that their 
slaves would refuse the hoon of liberty, why do they 
meet with such terrible malignity all Abolitionists who 
may tell their slaves that there is a chance for freedom? 

Let me now, in closing these remarks, announce that 
I shaU to-morrow night consider the question of slavery 
in its relation to commerce, to art, to the advance of 
iDtclligence, to the Jevclopment of national greatness; 
'and I hope to show that slavery is the great incubus 
renting upon the material growth and progress of our 
country. I hope to prove that not only the welfare 
of the slave, but the interests of the white man, the 
prosperity of the whole nation, as well as the commaiul 
of God, the dictates of humanity and the claims of 
justice, demand that American slavery shall he abol- 
bhed. 
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Bead to the audience^ Thursday ^ Sept. ^th^ 1858. 



Key. Mb. Pbyne and myself stipulated bj letter, 
that in this discussion I was to lead — ^that I was at no 
time to exceed one hour and thirty minutes in the de- 
livery of a speech. We farther stipulated that our 
friends present, meaning those adhering to our views, 
should not interrupt either him or myself. I have not 
yet occupied one hour and thirty minutes in either ad- 
dress delivered, nor will I do so this evening ; but last 
evening I was interrupted with repeated cries of time 
expired," and not even allowed time to conclude my 
entire address. This annoyance came from ruffians 
and insolent free negroes. 

I ask no favors — no quarters — no sympathy from 
jAbolitionists — and I expect none ; but I demand /u^f^V^, 
and a compUance with our written contract, which has 
been read before this audience. The South has been 
well represented in this Hall, the two evenings past, 
and she is well represented here this evening, although 
throe or four to one, of the entire audience arc against 
us in their feelings and sentiments ; but the friends of 

(140) 
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the Sontli have not interrupted Ifr. Frjne, and will 
not do 80) whether he shall close within the limits of 
our agreement) or go beyond them* Soathem men, 
unlike Abolitionists, are men of good breeding ! 

If pmone — will not baj gentkmrn^ friendly to the 
cause of Abolition — are sick of this discussion, and of 
the facts and figures I am laying before them, and wish 
to break it up, let tbem eay bo, through their reverend 
spokesman, and we will discontinue it quietly, and dis- 
perse as beoomee gentlemen. Otherwise, we will con- 
tinue it, and adhere to the written agreement between 
the Bpeaken. 

EeapectfuUy, kc, 
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"OUGHT AMEBICAN SLAYm TO l^E P^miUATED?** 
Affirmativk, III. — By W. G. Brownlow, 

Such points in the last rejoinder of Mr. Pryne, as 
I may deem important to noticOi I will pay my re- 
. spects to before I take my seat. 

The Nem York BcMy Time$^ for the 8th of March, 
gives to the world some interesting statistics, drawn 
from the Annual Report of the Penitentiary of Louisi- 
ana. These statistics, the Anti-Slavery editor of that 
widely-circulated Journal makes a text for a column 
of bitter and bwocpiog denunciations, and false and in- 
famous allegations against the morality, and social con- 
dition of the Southern States generally. I am a con- 
stant reader of the newspapers and magazines, both 
North and South, and of the controrersies growing out 
of the Slavery question ; and I must be allowed to say, 
that I have rarely read any production more un- 
sparingly false and abusive, than that article. It con- 
cedes that the constitutions and laws of the Southern 
States, generally, " arc framed in a spirit of enlight- 
enment and humanity," such as have the appearance 
of coming from a sober and God-fearing people," but 
then it goes on to describe the people that framed these 
constitutions, and enacted these laws; and what is 
more wicked and infamous than all, it gives the sub- 
jects upon whom these laws are executed, eonvieU in 
State Priaanif as apt %Uustratum$ of Southern ioetetg 
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generally! It speaks of the better classes of society 

in the South, as a set of men under the sway of brutal 
and tiger-like passions, ferociouslj killing, shooting, 
stabbing, wounding, and mutilating each other, vith- 
ont any plausible pretext, and without feeling any 
responsibility to either God or man ! The editor evpn 
says that these offences are of daily occurrence, and 
that they take place in all the States, and show the 
leading traiU of character among Southern men ! I 
will give the precise words of the TimeB on this point, 
in its sweeping charges against the South, It says of 
our homicides and fights, — ''daily homicides, mutila- 
tions and fights, which take place in all parts of the 
country,'' and speaks of the unbridled and implacable 
ferocity displayed by every tvhite mati who happens to 
get into a dispute with his neighbor." 

What an indiscriminate attack upon the Southern 
people I And how common these attacks are at the 
North ! How gross and palpable their calumny ! And 
the occasion for this tirade, the Times has dr;nvn from 
the criminal statistics of Louisiana, which it says grows 
out of the ^< little regard in the South for personal 
liberty meaning that the Southern people hold Afri- 
can slaves in bondasre ! 

I was in New Orleans more than once, during the 
past spring and winter, — I saw and conversed with dif 
ferent members of the Louisiana Legislature, which ad- 
journed while I was last in tliat city, I then and 
there procured the official records of the Louisiana peni- 
tentiary, and they do not justify the statements of 
the Times. If these records prove anything, they es- 
tablish the criminal degradation of Northern society, 
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and the superiority of Southerners iu the scale of civi- 
lization. 

True, the recorcb show that a large prc^rtion of 
the offences for which men have been sent to the 

penitentiary in Louisiana, arc the class of crimes the 
Times has specified, to wit: murders, manslaughter, 
poisonings, assaults with intent to kill, honse-burning, 
forgeries and thefts; — bat these are not ^^ihe special 
crimes of the South," nor are they the monster evils" 
of Louiisiana, as falsely alleged. 

Now, that these crimes have been committed in 
Loaisiana, I admit, and that the persons thns offending 
have been sentenced to the penitentiary by Loaisiana 
jurors and judges, under the wholesome operation of 
Louisiana laws, is equally triie. But who committed 
them? And where did these offenders come from? 
They were not natives, or persons trained np in the 
South. An analysis of the penitentary records will 
show that these criminals, paraded before the world, 
by this Anti-Slavery New York editor, as illustrative 
of Southern morals, are natives of foreign lands, and 
of the Abolition States of this Union. The proportion 
of them from all the Southern States is very small ; an 
essential item, which the editor seems altogether to 
have overlooked. The largest nomber consists of fo- 
reigners, of various nations ; the next largest that of 
natives of the Northern an<l North-Western States — 
of whom. Brother Pryne, your own beloved New 
York furnishes the greatest nmnber of any one State, 
North or Sonth t 

The number of convicts in the penitentiary of Lou- 
isiana, is 244, white men and women. The authorities 
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of the State had the census of the birth-place of evc.y 
convict taken, during the past year, with the following 
result, vhich I beg leave to repeat, that the Abolition- 
iBts who hear me may see where the criminalB are 
reared up and educated : 

"Of the 109 who were American born, 50 were native* of 
Free States, and 46 of Slave States, so that the Tree States 
had a large majority of the model oriminals. 

** Of the whole number of convicts, less than one-fifth wcro 
natives of Southern States. Four out of every five wore 
born, and most of them trained up, under other influences. 

Of the whole number of 244, only nine were natives of 
Louisiana, about ybtir per cent of the whole mass — while 
New York alone — we ask the Times to note this interesting 
piece of information— New York alone contributed 22, or 
about 9 per cent, of the whole criminal body — the selected 
examples of the characteristic crimes of the South. 

^< The following is a more detailed list of the nativities of 
these criminals : 

Northern States. — New York, 22 ; Pennsylvania, 9 ; Ohio, 
9; Illinois, 5; Mnspnebusetts, 3; Connecticut, H ; Indinna, 
o ; New Jersey, 2 ; New Hampshirei 1 ; Bhode Island, 1 \ 
Maine, 1 — 59. 

Southrrn Sfafes. — Louisiana, 9 ^ Yir<rinia, G; Missouri, 
6 ; Maryland, 5 ; Nortli rnrolina. 3 ; Soulii Carolina, 3 ; Geor- 
gia, 3; Alabama, 3 ; Mi.>>i -i| ] i, ii; Kentucky, 2; Arkansas, 
1 ; District of Columbia, 2 — 46." 

Now, the great Empire State, from which my worthy 

competitor hails, and which cast her Presidential vote 
for "Fremont and Dayton " — I intend no disrespect to 
the gentleman — Kew York furnishes two convicts to 
the penitentiary of the far distant State of Lonisiana, 
for every one who is a native of the State ; while Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio, two anti-slavery States, furnisli 
each a nnmber eqnal to the Louisiana contribution. 
Pious, puritanical Massachusetts, of the extreme North, 
13 
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has as many representatives in the Louisiana peniten* 
tiarj, as the adjoining State of Mississippi, and three 

for every one furnished bj the adjoining State of Ar- 
kansas, where stabbing men with "Aikansas tooth- 
picks " is so common ! Gonnecticuti educated, consci- 
cntious, and pious Oonnecticut — famous for her love of 
freoluiii^ icooden-clocks^ tvooden-hams, wooden-nut me gs^ 
wooden-shad^ and cow-heel JlinU^ furnishes as many as 
Georgia, whose citizens are an unmitigated tribe of 
slave-drivers ! 

Of the o47 couvicis, of all classes, ^\ho now crowd 
the cells of the Louisiana State Prison, 145 arc from 
the parishes of Orleans and Jefferson, contiguous 
parishes on the river, irhere the foreign and Free* 
State immigrants congregate. The river parishes, at 
all times open to the incursions of rogues from abroad, 
as high up as the Mississippi and Arkansas lines, con* 
tributed 50, showing that the interior of the State, 
remote from the highways, furnished only 62 of all 
classes. Of these only 7iine are natives of Louisiana; 
not even a convict for each parish; while there are 
twelve interior parishes from which there is not a single 
convict, native or imported, immigrant or rover! 

Northern papers and politicians, as well as clergy- 
men, make the crimes that are committed at the South 
a matter of fault-finding with the the peculiar insti- 
tution," and charge these evils to the demoralizing 
effects of negro slavery. Northern men are so accus- 
tomed to look abroad for news, and are so familiar 
with crime at their own doors, that the statistical 
reports of crime in the South make up interesting 
items of news, and afford occasions for elaborate criti- 



Digitized by Google 



BT W. O. BBOWNLOW. 



cisms on Soathern society. Facts, however, arc de* 

cidcdly against their tlieories, and show the comparative 
tone of bad morals in the North to be much more and 
worse than in the South. Whoever will make a com- 
parison of the statistics of crimes, in the non-slave- 
liolding States, -with States in tlic South, will find that 
there is a large balance for good in favor of the South* 

To illustrate, briefly, this point, Louisiana has nearly 
double the population of Connecticut, yet, by the 
census of 1850, as many as 54o nativt's of the United 
States were convicted of crime in Conuecticut, against 
197 in Louisiana ! 

Virginia has one-third more population than Massa« 
cliusctts, yet, by the same census, there were in the 
penitentiary of Massachusetts 270 natives of the United 
States, and all of l^ew England except a few free 
negroes, against 160 in Virginia, half of whom were 
from I'^/'cc States! 

. The State of Massachusetts last year had 2'1,905 
paupers, who were supported by a direct tax, or relieved 
by p ublic charity, at the enormous expense of $ 521,254 1 

The niiuibcr of indigent children in Massiicliusctts, 
last year, was 1188, supported at the public charge. 

But I am not done with the penitentiary statistics 
of the country. Anti-Slavery men have made this 
issue, and I intend to make them sick of the detaili^. 
And now for the supply of criminals in the peniten- 
tiary of Virginia. On the 12th of last March, the 
Virginia State Prbon contained more prisoners than 
ever before inhabited its gloomy cells. The cells were 
closely filled, there being from two to four in each, 
and still they were coming ! 
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The number of white perBons^ male and 
female^was 240 

Free Negroes 97 

Slaves to be transported 4 



Total number of convicts 841 

A gentleman writing to me in April, in answer to 
my inquiries, and from tlie city of Kichmond^ said : 

"There are only about one-fhird of our convicts natives 
of Virginia; the rest arc foreigners and natives of other 
y tutes. According to population. New York is equally repre- 
sented with Virgiuiar' 

The Beport of the President and Directors of the Mary* 
land penitentiary, for January, 1858, shows that there 
were 415 prisoners ; natives of the United States, 382 ; 

white natives of Maryland, 100. The other white natives 
liiil from Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts, 
Delaware, New Jersey, Connecticut, and the District 
of Columbia, Pennsylvania has the largest representa- 
tion of any Free State, namely, TWENTY-ONE. 

The Report of the Officers of the Mississippi peni- 
tentiary, for 1857, shows that 105 convicts were in the 
rolls. Of these, sixteen were natives of Mississippi, 
and seventeen were from the States of Pennsylvania, 
New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Indiana and Wisconsin; 
the North being able to out-poll Mississippi one vote in 
her own penitentiary ! 

The " Report of the State Pribon Inspectors" of 
Alabama, for 1857, shows that there were 219 pri iiers 
confined, and thirty-one of these were natives of Ala- 
bama. The same number hail from New York, MainCt 
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Illinois, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, MassaoliuflettSy 

Ohio, New Jersey, and lihode Island ; New ForA: having 
a delegation of thirteen I Thus Alabama and the Free 
States are tied in her own penitentiary ! 

Reverse this picture — go into your Northern peni- 
tentiaries, and ^vliilc you have double the number of 
convicts that Ave have in the Southern States, you will 
rarely find a native of any Southern State, unless it 
he a villanous negro the Aholitionists have stolen from 
us, and then sent to prison to get rid of hira ! 

But, 1 must be indulged while I refer to the statistics 
of crime in Ohio, a State occupying a high position in 
the scale of freedom. I have inspected the last Annual 
Report of tlic Ohio penitentiary, and a painfully inter- 
esting document it is ! 

The whole number received during one year, and that 
year ending November 1, 1857, was 244; white males, 206; 
colored males, 20 ; white females, 5 ; colored females, 1 } white 
male United States prisoners, 18 ; making the uett receipts 
for one year, of white and colored, 257 ! These additions 
left 608 convicts in the penitentiary on the first of November." 

Where did all these come from 2 where were they 
horn ? I will give you the leading items of the Report : 

"Africa, 2; Enn;land, 8; France, 3; Germany, 19; Ire- 
land, 27; New York, 37; Pennsylvania, 23; Ohio, 74. 
\Vl:;it were their crimes? Grand Larceny, 5(3; Burglary, 
44; Burglary and Larceny, 17 ; Horse-stealing, 25; Robbery^ 
10; Manslaughter, 12; Murder, 9; Murder in tlic first 
degree, 5. Add tiie 5 to the 9, and we have Murder, 14 ; 
J{nx>c, 3 ; assault with intent to commit Eapc, 7 ; and 
Bigamy 5 1" 

Here is another item ; look at it ! Of the whole 

number of C08 now confined in the Ohio penitentiary, 
13* 
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there are only 81 owning property ; mthout property, 
527! These 527 are squatter sovereigns" and 

agrarian levellers, such as jou send out from New 
York and other Free States, armed with Sharp % Bifles 
and JSol^ Bibles^ to regulate Kansas affairs, and kill 
off '^horder raffians." 

But, I do not propose to enUTiain tliis audience with 
declamation, or round assertions, but with facts and 
fyureSj which never deceive. According to the autho- 
rities of your own great city of New York (turning to 
Mr. Pryne)y derived from the official report of the 
police, there were in that city, from May, 1846, to 
May 1847, one year : 



Committed for dninkeriuGss alooe 7,453 

DniDkenness and disorderly oonduct 5,584 

Assault and battery 1,771 

Fighting in the streets wlieu druuk.,... 1,316 

Petit larcenies, to obtain the means of drinking. 2,209 

Attempts to kill while drunk 36 

Stabbing, in a state of intoxication 16 

Murder, comniittr l whilo drunk 8 

Suspicion of murder 4 

Threatening life 53 

Highway robbery 34 

Yagrancy, growing out of drankenness 1,259 

Lodgings to the houseless, (intemperate) 31,208 



Total 50,846" 



ThiB, fellow-countrymen, was the state of morals in 
New York eleven years ago, and the journals and 
municipal reports of the city concede that they have 
annually grown worse, and that the number of ruffians 
annually committed to prison, have so increased as to 
keep pace with the increase of the popnlation. They 
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committed for the crimes I have specified, in one year, 

and that, too, eleven years ago, 50,816 persons — ^more 
men tliau wo ever had in Mexico, to subdue that 
Bepublic ! 

But I have other items of interest to lay before you. 

For seven years, ending with 1830, there had been 
56G9 desertions in the United States army, while 
7058 had been tried by court martial during the same 
period. So says the Beport of the Secretary of War^ 
Gbn. Gabs, then serying nnder the Adminbtration of 
Gen. Jackson. The army records, giving the nativity 
of these deserters, and offenders against martial law, 
set down 4000 of the deserters as natives of the New 
England States, and it was in view of their proneness 
to desert, that Gen. Gaines, at that time, recommended 
that army recruits be taken from the Southern States ! 

The New York Serald gives a list of the failores 
of 1857, in which it appears that 884 of these failures 
arc iu the -rrcc .Slates, against 75 only in the Slavo 
States I This was during the panic of last fall, and 
np to the close of the year 1857. 

The Herald of a more recent date, sets forth the 
list of failures that have occmrred in the United States, 
from the first of January to the first of April, 1858, 
giving the number of failures for the firet qiiartPr of 
the present year* I give the list entire, and call the 
attention of my opponent, and through him, of the 
civilized world, to the figures : 



"New York State 183 

New York City 74 

Massachusetts State. 25 

Boston City 34 



Peiuiy^'lvaiii.i Slate.. 104 

Philadelphia City ... 27 

JUarjfland State 10 

Baltimore City 23 
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Alahfima 25 

Arkansas 3 

Connecticut 20 

Fiorida 2 

Groiyia 19 

Illinms 195 

Town 93 

JiulKina .. ..• 81 

Ktn(i!r]:>f 41 

Louisiana 80 

Maine 9 

^lichioran 74 

Afissitsijq)i 6 

Missouri 31 



''New TIampsbire.... 13 

New Jersey 23 

North Cartjiina .... 33 

Ohio 174 

Khode Island 25 

South Carolina 11 

Tennc&see 32 

Texas • 5 

Vermont 19 

Viryinia 41 

Wisconsin C3 

All the Territories.. 19 



Total in U. S.... 1405" 



I italicise the fourteen Southern States, and leave 
the twelve Free States in Roman characters. Thus it 
will he seen that oat of fourteen hundred and five 
failures^ 312 only are in Slave States, while the 
remaining ten hundred and ninety-three are in twelve 
Free States, as monuments of their superior morality ! 
These failures foot up the round sum of $80,639,000 ; 
and to use the Herald's own language — The amount 
South, is disproportional, showing that it is small 
concerns there which .are breaking down." 

I may be told, that the reason of the many and 
great failures in the non-slaveholding States, when 
compared with the South, is, tliat the " enterprizing" 
men of the country are North, the manufacturing in- 
terests, and the wealth and capitalists are there ! I 
deny this; and I propose to throw some additional 
light upon this subject, by consulting the Federal 
Census for 1850. The census testifies that Massa- 
chusetts, which is the rtohett non-slaveholding State, 
could divide with each of her dtissens (548. Bhode 
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Island, which is the next richest non-slaveholding 
State, could divide with each of her citizens $526; 
one other non-slaveholding State, Connecticut, could 
divide with her citizens 9321. After this, the Free 
States fall down to $231; then to 9^28; and down 
to §1G0, and to §134. 

On the other hand, including whites and colored, 
South Carolina could divide $1001; Louisiana $806; 
Mississippi $702; and Georgia $638, with her citi- 
zens. Alabama could divide 2\larylaiid §423 ; 
Virginia $403; Kentucky $377; North Carolina 
$367; and Tennessee could divide $248, with each 
of her citizens. 

In a division of all the property accumulated by all 
the non-slaveholding States, it will give to each citizen 
$233; while all accumulated by the various Slave 
States, will give to each citizen $489— n«aWy double/ 
It is not possible, with these facts before us, to belieye 
that slavery tends to poverty. 

I call your attention to the Compendium of the 
United States Census^ chapter v. table lxzi« There 
you will find that there are more free fntUattoeSj than 
there arc free blacks in tlie iree States. In Oliio, 
there are seven mulatto children for one in Virginia, 
according to the negro population; and in Indiana 
and Illinois, there are five for one in Tennessee and 
Georgia ! As the white pcuj[jlo of tlie North do not 
marry blacks, these muiattoes must have been born 
out of wedlock. While, then, there are more muiat- 
toes in the Free States than blacks, in the South, on 
ihc contrary, there is only one uiulutto to twelve 
blacks I Look at ]^ew York, also, with its tens of 



Digitize^! 



AFVIBMATIYE, III. 



thousands of public prostitutes, besides thousands of 
private ones, and coin pa re this with the proverbial 

virtue of the white women of the Southern States. 
The white v^eii of the North have had something to 
do Trith all this : let them cleanse their skirts, first, of 
these abominable sins, before they come to the South 
to lecture us upon the Bin of slavery. Let them enst 
out the beam that is in their own eye, and then they 
may see clearly to cast out the mote that is in their 
Southern brother's eye. 

Crime, in Northern cities, ubsolutely keeps pace 
with pauperism. In Boston^ according to oflBcial 
State Reports, a few years past, and since the taking 
of the Federal Census, one person out of every /our- 
teen males, and one out of every twenty-eight females, 
was arraigned for criminal offences. According to the 
Census of 1850, there were, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, in a population of 994,614, the astonishing 
number of 7250 convicts for crime; while others 
escaped upon technicalities of the law, and for the 
want of sufficient proof, who deserved conviction! In 
Virginia^ the same year, in a population of 1,421,661, 
there were 107 convictions for crime. 

The Federal Census shows that, in the State of New 
York, from which the gentleman hails who follows me 
in this discussion, the proportion of crime is the same 
as in Massachusetts ! 

In the citf/ of New York, in 1849, there were sen- 
tenced to the State Prison 119 men and 17 women ; 
to the Penitentiary^ 700 men and 170 women ; to the 
Qify Priuon^ 162 men and 67 women — making a total 
of 12oo criminals. Here is an amouiiL of crime, in a 
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single Northern city, that equals all in the fifteen 
Slave States together, for any one year! In the 
State of New York, according to the Census of 1850, 
there were, in a population of 8,097,804, as many as 
10,279 convictions for crime; while, in South Caro- 
liiia, in a population of 668,507, there were only 46 
convictions for crime, and one-fourth of these were 
Northern men I 

The gentleman hoasted, last evening, that, on his 
return home, he would take the stump for Gerritt 
Smith. I suggest to him that he had better take the 
pulpit^ and try to improve the morals of his native 
State I 

In New England, one free negro is Mind for every 
807 ; while, in the Southern States, there is only one 
hlind slave for every 2645. In New England, there is 
one free negro imam for every 980; while, in the 
South, there is but one insane slave for every 3080 I 
Can any man bring himself to believe, with these facts 
before him, that freedom in New England has proved a 
blessing to this race of people, or that slavery is to 
them a curse in the Southern States? The morals 
and character of the negroes themselves, are of a far 
higher grade in the Slave States than in the Free 
States, although surrounded, in the latter, by the re- 
fining and elevating influences of Black Eepublican 
society ! 

It is common at tlic North to hcnr men boast of the 
superior edttcational advantages of the Free over the 
Slave States, and of their excelling us in common school 

education, as well as in the facilities for the higher 
grades of learning. I here give from the Michmond 
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Enquirer^ a statement in regard to College education 

ill Xcw York and Virginia. The white popuktiou of 
New York is to that of Virginia three to one, jet 
Virginia excels her in college education. Here is a 
statement of the number of colleges, professors, stu- 
dents, &c, in New York and Virginia : 



N«ir York. Virginia. 

Number of colleges 8 10 

Trofessors 82 72 

Students 883 l,o09 

Yoluiiies in library , 5,500 65,000 

Alumni 6,371 6,48-i 



Connected with this subject of education let me here 
introduce a paragraph from the Philadelphia North 

America?}^ a journal decided in its opposition to Blaverj 
and the boath : 



The South, as a genenl rule, is better represented in 
Congress than Free States. The best men in the South are 
willing to go to Washington and to look after the interests of 
their section , and th^ir constituents keep them there as long 
as they are disirous to serve. But it really seems as if, in 
many oases, the North picked out third rate men intentionally 
to represent them. It is quite notorions that very many who 
go to one or the other branch of Congress from the Free States 
are men without education, with only a superficial smattering 
of knowledge on a few common topics, picked np in a way 
themselves cannot explain, and who have never, until they 
found themselves in high place, associated with persoiis of 
good breeding. Their only arts are those of the dcnKi<rogue 
or the trickster. They are utterly incapable of rising to any 
commanding views of national policy, or comprehending in 
its lull significance our Constitution, and the principles of our 
govcrnuieut. The intrigues ami managcuieut of the pet^y 
politician are alone within their scope/' 
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The Legislature of Wisconsin, composed of Anti- 
Slavery men, not long since closed a protracted and 
angry session, and has given to the world the report 
of an Investigating Committee/' setting forth a d^;ree 
of hribery and corrnption in legislation never before 
heard of ia a Christian country, and such as would put 
rotten Denmark, or unprincipled Hussia to the blush ! 
The ''La Orosse Bailroad Company/' a moonshine 
enterprise, bribed the Legislature. I give the language 
and figures of the Report : 

** Of the bribed Senators, nine were Democrats, who re- 
ceived $135,000 1 and three were Bepubticans, who received 
$30,000. The only Senators who voted agaiost the bill, were 
six Kepublieans. Thev refused all offers of bribes. 

In the Assembly, fifty-seven members received bribes as 
follows : 

38 Democratio members received $260,000 

19 Bepublican members 95,000 

''Seven members of the Assembly refused bribes | six of 
whom were Bepubllcans, and one a Democrat. Of other 
State officers who received bribes^ were-— 

A Republican Governor $50,000 

Democratio Bank Comptroller 10,000 

Demoeratio Lieutenant-Governor 10,000 

Democratic Clerk of Assembly 5,000 

Dem. Assistant Clerk of Assembly 10,000 

*f To recapitulate, the account stands thus : 

''Number of Democratic members and State officers who 
were bribed is 51. 

Amount received by them $430,000 

" Number of Republican members and State officers bribed 
is 23. 

Amount received by them $175,000 

"The above exhibit is confined to the membera and State 
officers. When we go beyond that, we find that the Demo- 
ciucy have fairly wallowed in corruption. To a moonshine 

14 
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railroad, of which Democratio Ex-Gov. Barstov was presidenti 
$1,000,000 of La Crosse county bonds was given, as its share 
of the plunder, which was divided out by Barstow and his 
followers, he receiving 880,000, his private Secretary 852,000, 
the editor of the Madison Argus during Barstow's adminis* 
tration ^r)2,000, and so on. To other outside pnpcrs there 
was paid, for their influence, $246,000 ; about $^0,000 went 
to KepubIicanS| and the rest to Democrats.'' 

Now the point I propose to make is, that of the 
natimtp of these thieves. They are Northern men — 

cradled in opposition to the institution of negro slavery. 
The reason why the Democrats ouUtole tlie Kepublicans 
is, that they were the most namerotis in that Legisia^ 
tiire ; but all were for making Kansas a Free State, as 
their resolutions show. What a cumincu'uuy upon the 
morality and integrity of Anti-Slavery men, hailing 
from the New England States 1 

Look at the journals of Congress, in all time past, 
and when investigating committees have been raised to 
ferret out bribery and corruptions, the guilty parties 
have turned out to be from Free States. For instnnce, 
look at your MattuonB^ of New York 1 Are (87,000 
given by Lawrence, Stone, & Co., to hrihe Congressmen 
and Editors to enact a Tariff law to suit the North, 
Northern Congressmen, and Northern editors get the 
corruption fund and divide it out among them ! Offer 
a Southern Representative or Senator a bribe for his 
vote to aid in swindling the Government, and he spits 
in your face, at the same time that he slaps your jaws I 
But make the offer to a Northern Eepresentative or 
Senator, and he looks to the ground — then raises his 
hang-dog countcuance, and articulates, "I^wm I will 
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take it — you can rely upon me This is tlie difierence 
between Southern gentlemen and Northern Abolitioniste! 

The New York Senate appointed a "Select Com- 
mittee" to visit in person the " Charitable Institutions 
of the State^ and the City and County Poor and Work- 
Houses, and Jails/' and report thereon. I find this 
Report on page 23, of the New York '•Journal of 
Medical Reform/' for May, 1857, Vol. V., No, 1; and 
from this document I take a single extract : 

Who could have imagiued that our poor-houses, erected 
at the expense of our humane and virtuous people, aod sup- 
ported by their money, were thus turned into houses of pros- 
titution, where adultery aud licentiousness in their niQst 
revolting forms abound, and c^o unchecked aud unpunished. 
Who knew thai these poor-houses iu our very midst were but 
so many vile nests of moral aud physical pollution ? 

The record does not stop here, for we are told that ^ the 
treatment of lunatics and idiots in these houses is frequently 
abusive. The aheds aud cells where they are confined are 
wretched abodes, often wholly unprovided with bedding. In 
most oases female lunatics had none but male* attendants. 
Instances were testified to of the whipping of male and 
female idiots and Innatics, and of confiniug the latter in loath- 
some cells and binding them with chains' * * * < In "feome 
poor houses the committee found lunatics, both male and 
female, in cells, in a state of nudity. The cells were intole- 
rably offensive, littered with the long-accumulated filth of tho 
occupants, and with straw reduced to chaff by loner as 
bedding, portions of which, mingled with the filth adhered 
to the persons of the inmates and formed the only covering 
they had/ Talk of the horrors of the cells and dungeons 
uf the Inquisition ! Utter pious ejaculations over the repul- 
sive aspects of vSuuthcrn slavery ! Send niillions of money 
to * improve the moral and spiritual condition of the Flat- 
head Indians and the world of heathenism T What a picture 
Is this for the contemplation of a Christian community I It 
is not a picture of the fancy; it is a stern and shocking 
reality. The condition of the slave is paradise to tho atroci- 
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ties and stiflSBring and tortures such as are hero depicted. Left 
ua turn our eyes and hearts homewardi for here is a field 
broad enough for the exercise of our superabundant eympa- 
Ihies. Let slavery, which we have not the right or the power 

to mitigate or remove, occupy less of our thoughts and time 
and attention, and let us turn to the relief and removal of a 
system of cruelty and injustice which exists at our very 
thresholds/' 

I will now present you a few cases of Northern 

fanaticism, illustrative of the Infidel spirit, and Infidel 
tendency of the Northern mind. A Woman's Rights 
Convention was held at Butland, in Vermont, in June 
last, composed of an eqaal number of fools and fanatics, 
of both sexes — ^representing Free Lovers, Free Soilers, 
Abolitionists, Spiritualists, Trance Mediums, Bible Re- 
pudiators, and representatives of every other crazy Um 
known to the annals of bedlam* The proceedings of 
this Convention were considered of sufficient importance 
?o be reported in full by the New York city papers. 

After resolving in reference to the Rights of Woman 
— ^that she has a right to be virtuous or otherwise, as 
may^suit her inclinations, the Convention adopted by 
acclamation the following articles of faith : 

1. ^^Resolvedj That the authority of each individual soul 
is absolute and final, in decidinfr all questions as to what is 
true or false in principle, and riij;ht or wroni^ in practice. 
Tliereforo, tlie individual, tlie Church, or the State, that 
attempts to control the oj)inions or the practice of any man 
or woman, by authority of power outside of his or her own 
soul, is fijuilty of a flagrant wronir. 

2. ^^Rr^oh'CiJ^ That slavery i.s a wrung which no power in 
the Universe can make right ; therefore, any law, constitu- 
tion, court, or government; any church, priesthood, creed or 
Bible; any Chriat or any God that by silence or otherwiBO 
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authoi izes man to enslave man, merits tbe scorn and eon* 
tempt of mankind. 

3. Resolved y That the earth, like air and light, belongs in 

common to the children of men, and on it each human being 
is alike dependent. Each cliild, by virtue of its existence, 
has an equal and inalienable right to as much of the earth's 
surface as is convenient by proper culture to support and 
perfect its development, and none has a ri^ht to any more. 

4. ^^BesohvJ, That all efforts of Cluirclus ana priests to 
enforce an ol)^;ervaIu:u of a Christian Sabbath as of Divine 
ajipoiiilmentj is a flagrant violation of individual right, and 
must be prosecuted in a dishonest disregard of the spirit and 
positive teachings of the New Testament. 

5. Resolved, That nothing is true or right^ and nothing 
is false or wrong, becanse it is sanctioned or condemned by 
the Bible; therefore the Bible is powerless to prove any doc- 
trine to be true, or any practice to be right, and it should 
never be quoted for that purpose/' 

What a mixture of woman's riglits, land reform, 

Abolition fanaticism. Sabbath-hating, and Bible-opposing 
theology. And yet, the sentiments advanced here by 
this clerical gentleman are in unUon with these in all 
material respects. 

In May last, a Reform Convention, and a Woman*s 
Rights Society met, numerously attended. The in- 
famous objects of the Society are thus alluded to by 
the New York Day Book : 

^< Friday, May 14, 1858; was a day that every honest New 
Yorker — every unperverted man and woman— • ought to be 
ashamed of. For be it known that on that day there met a 
Convention of men and women, white and black, in this 
city, and, strange as it may seem, open and undisguised 
prostitution was advocated 1 Here, in a country that is send- 
ing thousands and thousands of dollars to convert the heathen 
— to instruct them in the principles of Christianity — there 
arc those who openly promulgate the beastly doctrine of 
14* 
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promiscuous intercourse between the sexes ! Can this bo 
believed? If not, let tlic k j ort of the proceedings of the 
Woman's Kighta Convention tcstii^/' 

I quote once more from the JJay Booky a conserva* 
tive and reputable Journal : 

"There are no orgies recorded in the annals of Roman 
deirradation more di^'jrustinG: than tlie recent meetina: of this 
Fo-callcd Woman's Rights Convention. Negroes, uiulattoes 
and moDLTols, of all colors and shades of colors, mixed up 
with men and women calling themselves white — women 
without delicacy or decency, lost to modesty or shame, and 
men bold in beastliness made up the staple of this gfithering. 
Even George W. Curtis, a man whom even his cnenjies would 
charitably snppose would Lave not been found in such a 
place, was there, and disgraced himself by calling the Presi- 
dent of the United States 'a pimp/ He advocated the 
right of suffrage for women, and contributedi by his presence^ 
to lend whatever influence he has to the pernicious doctrines 
promulgated.*' 

Just in this connection, lest I omit it, I beg leave to 

introduce an extract from the Report on Homo 
Missions, recently presented at the "Massachusetts 
General Association," and copied by the I^ew York 
Observer. 

<*From r liable statistics it appears that in Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont and Massachusetts, not more than one 
quarter of the whoie ffopuiation are in the habit of attending 
church. There are one million three hundred thousand 
people in New England, who, so far as attending church is 
concerned, arc, practically, like the heathen. There are 
twenty-six towns in this State, (Massachusetts,) which have 
no evangelical preaching/' 

The gentleman inquired last evening, why we did 
not teach car slaves to read the Bible ? We do, more 
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or less, in every Southern State. But I ask him, why 
they do not send the Gospel to these ^^one million 

tliree hundred thousand" Norlliorn heathens? 

But a few months ago the 25th annual session of the 
"American Anti-Slavery Society'* was held at Mozart 
Hall, in Neur York, and the Herald has this notice 
of it: 

The twenty-fifth edqubI saturnalia of the conglomeiated 

isms composing the Gamsonian American Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, commenced yesterday morning, at Mozart Hall, Broad- 
way, with the usual incongruous assenihla<re. Thero were 
* black spirits and white/ of every shade; stronLr-niin'I'^d 
women, with diminutive hoops, eye-glasses, green spectaci 
and unfashionable bonnets; weak-minded men, with a super- 
abundance of hair and an evident predilection for tlic Gra- 
hamitc diet, and the usual scattering of old ladies, blue stock- 
ings, t^illj jjLirls, and noisy little boys. Though the meeting 
was called for 10 A. M., the audience collected slowly, and 
at twenty minutes after ten, the hour for commencing the 
. performances, the room was nearly half full. After the plat* 
form had heen partly filled with men, wemen, and .hlacks, 
and the old ladies had subsided into a quiet hody of friendly 
gossip, the President of the Society, Mr. Wm. Lloyd Garri- 
son, opened the meeting by reading a detached portion of 
Scripture, designed to show a biblical opposition to slavery.'' 

The meeting adopted, by acclamation, an infamous 
string of resolutions, and Charles L. Remand^ (black) 

Wendell I'hilips, (white) 3Iiss Frances Ellen Wat kins, 
(black) Wnu Qarruon and Edniond Quincy^ (white) 
made speeches, sustaining the following resolutions : 

Resoh-rd, That chattel slavery is dtlineatcd in its whips 
and chains, its yokes and thumh-seri-ws, its paddles and 
Lrandinir-iroiis, its drivers and blood-houuds, its scour^iniis 
and mutilations, its bloody persecntions and horrible cruel- 
ties, its abroiration of the marriatie institution and enforced 
liceotiousnesfi, its athletic assumptions of power above all that 
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is called God, its devilisb nature and accursed aim, its tLron^- 
ing perjuries and shocking blasphemies; and the steady 
growth and constant expansion of a system so l'rit:htful, are 
denion.-^trative prout' tliat to this nation most justly applies 
the dubciiptiou of the prophet: 'Tiieir feet run to evil, and 
they make haste to shed innocent bluod — ^^judgmeut is turned 
away backward, and justice standetli afar off; for truth is 
fallen in the i?treet, and equity cauuut enter; and he tiiat lic- 
partotii from evil maketh himself a prey/ 

** BesoltMtdf That the day has gone by (if it ever existed) 
here at the North, to fraire or to offer any apology in behalf 
of Southern slaveholden, but, having revealed themselves to 
be the enemies of freedom univenally, merciless and profli- 
gate in spirit, desperate and heaven defying in purpose, and 
bent OQ eternising their terrible oppression, they arc to be 
classed among the most dangerous and depraved of the hit- 
uian race, and treated aooordiogly. 

^^Retolvedy That wc register our testimony against the 
American church, the popular religion, and the government 
of tbe United States — because, by their deliberate consent 
and active co-operation, four millions of our countrymen are 
held in the galling chains of bondage, whose emancipation is 
Xct^ifttcd l)y them with exceeding obduracy of spirit and ma- 
lignity of purpose. 

" I^Lsuiccdj That the * revival of religion,' which has swept 
over the country witli contagious rapidity during the last 
three months, is manifestly delusive and spurious, cxccptiuaal 
cases to the contrary notwithstanding; because it has ex- 
pressly excluded the millions in bondage from all considera- 
tion^bas multiplied its converts as readily at the South as 
at the North." 

Henrt Ward Bbbcuer, the great bell-wether of 

the New York Auti-Skveiy flock, iu liib "Life 
Thoughts," says: 

"The Eible Society is sending its Bibles all over the world 
— toHrc iiiand and the Morea, to Arabia and Egypt; but 
itdar-, s not send them to our own people. Tlic colporteur 
who .should leave a Bible m a slave cabin would go to heaven 
from the lowest limb of the first tree." 
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' In this, Mr. Beecher ib greatly miBtaken. There are 

thousands of " slave's cabins " in the South, where the 
Bible may be found — where it is read and loved by 
BlaTes. In the city where I residei there are two large 
Sabbath Schools for the davea, where they are taught 

to read, and love the Bible. The one is under the care 
of the Methodist, the other of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Indeed, Bibles may be left at all the slave's 
cabins " of the Sonth, with perfect safety to the colpor- 
teur. We really desire our slaves to be furnished with 
Bibles, and taught how to read them ; first, because it 
will promote their spiritual interests ; and neztj because 
in that glorious Book, they are taught to be obedient 
to their masters ; and further, that they are slaves by 
God's own appointment ! To our slaves, and ail others, 
we say of the Bible : 

"This 8aered book, from Heaven bestowed. 
The apostate world to bless — 
A light to mark the pilgrim^s road 
Throagh this dark wiidemeas 

'*Thi8 book revealB a SAYioar'0 ohums. 
And life and light bestowst 
Secures my soul from death's alarms. 

Or aggravates my woes. 

"I would nob let this volume lie 
Neglected and unknown; 
For it must raise me to the sky^ 
Or bear my spirit down.'' 

A Southern correspondent of the Philadelphia 
OhrMan Olmrvtr^ makes the following sensible and 
pertinent remarks on the subject of "elevating the 

colored race." And what lie says is but a specimen 
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of what is being done in the South, in teaching the 
slaves and gathering them into the fold of Christ. By 

hundreds and thousands, they :iic ilocking into the 
Church. What are Abolitionists doing for them? 
What do they propose to do? 
But^ to the remarks of this correspondent : 

"Georgia has not the honor, as I supposed, of the largest 
church ia the United Stiites, hlack or white; for Virginia 
claims that distlDction. The Baptist church (African) in 
HichmoQdy Va., numbers 2700 communicants 1 1 — truly a 
congrepjation to be proud of. The Baptists have 52,000 
colored communicants in Eastern Virginia alone. There is 
is a colored church in Petereburg, Va., of 1800, and another 
of 1400. In Charleston, S. 0., the Presbyterian Synod re- 
presents nearly 5000 colored members, Throucrhout Loui- 
siana, large congregations of slaves are found. In New Orleans, 
one African Methodist has lo5U members, and six colored 
luibsionuiic*. A devoted Episcopal clergyman, who labors 
among the people of eleven plantations in Louisiana, says : 
* It has never heen my privily to declare the glorious truths 
of the Gospel of the blessed God to more orderly, quiet, 
serious congregations;' that 'their hearts are unfeigncdly 
thankful/ and that 'they show for^ his praise not only 
with their lips, but in their liyes/ The labors of pbns 
missionaries are gladly enconxaged among slaves by their 
masters— even by those who are not themselves professors." 

Bat, gentlemen, the time I have already occupied 

admonishes me that I must give way to the gentleman 
Viho is to roply to rae; and this I shall do after I 
consume a few brief moments. 

The cities and towns, and many of the interior 
settlements, in the Kew England and North-western 
States of this Confederacy, in my honest judfriiicnt, 
open a wider and more inviting field, at this time, for 
honest, faithful, evangelical missionary labors, tlian 
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Hindostan, Siam, Geyloiiy Olam^ or Western Africa ; 
for the reason, too, that the natives of these benighted 
lands, "who have been denied the light of the blessed 
G^pei, cannot be held to as rigid an accountability, ia 
the next life» as those who see the light, like the Free- 
Soil population of the North, and still lore and do the 
deeds of darkness! I seriously contemplate getting 
up a missionary organization, to be styled; "Tub 

Missionary Society of the South, por the Con- 
TERSioiff of the Freedom-Shriekers, Spiritualists^ 

rilEK-LoVERS, FOURIERITES, AND InFIDEL ReFOKMERS 

OF THE North !'* All jesting aside, duty, principle, 
and expediency imperatively demand that we should 
send among our deluded Northern neighbors a corps 
of competent missionaries. I am willing to lead the 
way, and to open the campaign on Boston Common ; 
and if I shall succeed in converting my brother Pryne 
from the error of his ways/' I would he pleased to 
have him go with me as an exh(»rtery and he would 
then be occupying the same position he does in this 
debate ! May I hope for your conversion ? {turning 
to the gentleman.) He shakes his head — he gives 
me an emphatic No ! No, gentlemen, I have no hope 
of the reformation of the clergy of New England. 
The Evangelist Luke teiis us that it was not until a 
multitude of the commm people believed^ that the 
prieHa became obedient to the faith! 

Christian masters and slaves of the glorious South 
cannot remain guiltless, in a coming day, if they fold 
their arms and look idly on at the heart-sickening 
spectacle now presented by — not their brethren — but 
their feUotthereatures of the North, and do nothing 
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to turn them from their abominations ! In addition 
to their \Yicked and rebellious course upon the slavery 
question, the y have forsaken, to a very great extent, 
the true God and the Christian religion, and gone after 
SpirituallBm, AbolitioniBm, Fannj-Wrightism, Fourier- 
ism, Mormonism, Free-Loveism, and the hundred and 
one inms so spoutaneouslj produced by the soil of New 
England I True, the path of a Southern missionary, 
in the midst of the isms, cruelties, and crimes of the 
North, cnibrciiig morality and honesty, would not be 
Strewed with flowers. Bat let him fall back for con- 
solation upon the sublime sentiment of the poet : 

*'Am I a soldier of the Cross, 
A follower of the Lamb — 
And shall I fear to own his oause, 
Or blush to speak bis namef 

"Must I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fougJd to win the prize, 
And saiFd thtougb bloody seas? 

'*Sore I must^^A^, if I woold reign; 
Increase my ooarage, Lord; 
ni .bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by thy word. 

** Thy saints [of the South !] in all this glorious war. 
Shall conquer, though they die; 
They see the triumph from afar, 
Bj faith thej bring it nighl" 

In conciusion, I will only offer a few criticisms upon 
the speech of the gentleman last evening, and I will 
then yield him the stand. He denied that the term 

servant means slave^ and he sustained iiis position by a 
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quotation from Albert Barnes^ an Abolition preacher 
of Philadelphia. I asserted, and I now repeat, ihat 
the word rendered servatifs m the Bible invariably 
means slaves; and I sustained my position by the 
Bible and the Greek Lexicon. But the gentleman 
advised you, last night, to trample under foot a Bible 
that favors the institution of slavery! 

Last evening, the gentleman stood here, and with a 
knowledge that we had bound ourselves not to inter- 
rupt each- other when speaking, asserted that I had 
said, the Bible and the Almighty advise the carrying 
on of the slave-trade; and that, the night before, I 
had denounced the slave-trade! 

Now, whether the gentleman intended to make a 
false impression upon the minds of those who heard 
him, and who may read the newspaper report of what 
he said, I will not say; but this I do say, he has Uft a 
faUe impreMton, In my first address, I denounced 
the African slave-trade as piracy, and the unprincipled 
traders of New England for engaging in it. In my 
address last evening, I quoted a passage from the law 
of bondage written out by Moses, to show that the 
people of those days bought and sold slaves^ and held 
them as property/. Out of these two facts, the gentle- 
man has fabricated a charge he ought to be ashamed 
of, and publicly take back ! 

The assertion that Christian masters at the South 
chain their negroes to carts while they go to the com- 
munion table, is as destitute of any foundation in 
truth, as was that unblushing avowal of the Devil to 
Christ, that he owned all the kingdoms of the irorld| 
and could give him a legal title to them ! 
15 
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The assertion by Mr. Pryne, that Frederick Douglass 

and kSlu/i Ward are intellectually his su] eriors, I do 
not doubt, after the exhibition he has made of himself 
on this stand! But I do not think it follows^ as a 
matter of course^ that they are giants in intellect. 
They may be intellectually his superiors, and still be 
moderate men ! These free negroes hail from Syracuse, 
I believe, and Mr* Pryne tells me that is the place of 
his nativity. I mil not pause to inquire if anything 
good can come out of 2vazareth, alias Syracme^ but 1 
will ask the gentleman one or two questions, and I 
insist on a reply to them» As he holds these two free 
negroes in such high esteem, both on account of their 
integrity and talents; as they have sons, and Mr. 
Pryne says he has a little daughter — would he be 
willing to see her united in matrimony to one of these 
hwk negroes f Answer the question, and the colored 
persons here to-night will know how to appreciate your 
friendship ! Show jour faith by your worksy and marry 
your children oS to the sons and daughters of these 
talented negroes ! 

Finally, I do not expect the gentleman to meet the 
issues I have presented this evening. To evade these, 
he announced to you last evening what his subject 
should be this evening. It is much easier for the 
gentleman to travel the old and beaten path of Aboli* 
tion slang-whanging, than to fall into the new road I 
have marked out for him ! 
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When the reading of Mr. Brownlow's statement 
vas concluded, 

. Me. P&ynb rose and said: Gentlemen, I wish to 
make a brief statement in reply to tliat vhich you 

have just heard. 
In the correspondence between my opponent and 

myself, it was agreed that our speeches in this debate 
should be of an hour in length ; or, should they, under 
the pressure of any special occasion, go beyond that 
limit, their duration should not exceed an hour and a 
half. Every speech of Mr. Brownlow thus far, has 
extended beyond the time agreed on as the ordinary 
limit, and has occupied nearly an hour and a half. 
While I admit that, as a matter of courtesy and dis- 
cretion on my part, I am at liberty to allow him to 
consume more than an hour, courtesy and discretion 
on his part demand that he should not, taking advan- 
tage of the privilege stipuhited in the correspondence, 
overrun the limits of the hour on every occasion, and 
then claim it as a right. 

(171) 
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Gentlemen, in this respect I h&ve ezhansted conrtesj, 

I have gone beyond its claims, in order to sustain the 
honor and dignity of mj side of the Union. From 
the South I have been accustomed to expect the 
eztremest courtes j ; yet now, vhat was extended as a 
privilege, is claimed as a right. 

Having exhausted the bounds of coortesyy I fall 
back upon my rights, and ask him to keep himself 
within the hour at least half the time. I stand for the 
honr as the limit of the time. 

He says that I have not been interrupted. No ; and 
for the very good reason, that I have not overstrained 
courtesy and good manners, and demanded that the 
audience should interrupt me. Nor do I intend to do so. 

He sa^s lie asks no favors. I have not asked a 
favor ; nor shall I. I ask my rights, and shall maintain 
them. 

He remarks that many gentlemen from the South 
are here, and have been. I am glad of it ; but if this 
statement is designed as a crack of the whip to intimi- 
date me into giving him more than his rights in this 
debate, it is utterly futile, for I accept no such intimi- 
dation. Whether gentlemen are from the South or 
the North, I care not. I only ask my rights, accord- 
ing to the agreement, and shall maintain them. 
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Negativb, IIL — Bt Abram Pryhb. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, — I rise to fulfil the promise 
I made last evening, that my argument to>night should 
be made up very much of figures. I am happy to be 
able to say that my preparation made, traverses the 
grouiul that the gentleman has gone over, perfectly; 
and I shall not bo in the slightest degree at fault, in 
being able to meet the argument which he has made. 

Before I proceed to do so, however, allow me to offer 
one or two preliminary observations that seem to me to 
be at this point fitting. The insinuation was thrown 
out to-night in the preliminary statement of my oppo- 
nent, that perhaps I and my friends wanted to recede 
from this debate. I now say, that so long as Mr. 
BrownloAY wishes to repeat with me this debate in the 
principal cities of the North, giving me half the time, 
and the selection of placei and making of arrangements 
which he has had in this ca6e,half of the time, he will 
find mc on hand to meet him^ whether on Boston Com- 
mon or elsewhere. 

My opponent in his speech of to-night spoke of my 
conversion, and wished to know whether there was not 
a hope that he could make me an exhorter. I have 
been practising here what I trust is very fair exhorta- 
tion for a raw hand, and when he shall be converted 
15* (1781 
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from the sins I have recounted before him, and which 
stare him and his people of the South in the face, like 
the ghosts of centuries of crime, then let him come and 
ask me for a new strain of exhortation, and he shall 
have it. I mean to prove "my call," by preaching to 
the nearest and greatest sinners first, and when he and 
they show works meet for repentance" I will begin 
with sinners of a milder type. 

And now a word with reference to general state- 
ments. Of course, a man may make an hour's argu- 
ment professedly based upon facts, and of every other 
fact the bottom may have iallen out, if it ever had one ; 
yet, in an impromptu reply, one cannot be expected to 
gather up all these fallacious statements and answer 
them. So, gentlemen, in regard to many of these 
statements that liave been brought forward as facts, do 
not take it for granted that I believe them, that they 
are incontrovertibly true, simply because I do not put 
my finger in every case on the flaw. Why gentlemen, 
I have to-night and heretofore, laughed in my sleeve 
from the perfect consciousness tliat the veriest school- 
boys all over the l^orth are able to understand and to 
tell the gentleman, that many of the professed facts 
which are paraded as a marked feature in the argument 
of my opponent, are entirely without foundation. And 
gentlemen, as this is not a primary school, and as I 
will trust the correction of these mistatements with the 
primary schools of the entire North, do not ask me to 
consume my time in refuting them. 

Sanactbing has been said with reference to my Ian* 
guage being harsh, as though mine were strange words 
coming from the source they do. But, gentlemeoi J 
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have a harsh subject to deal with — haggard, and fierce, 
and bloody, and grim — towering upward, in the enor- 
mity of its own moral darkness, above all other wrongs 

that have cursed tlie world ; and am I expected to de- 
scribe it in dulcet phrase, and with silken words 'i Give 
me a pleasant subject, and I will do my best to set it 
forth in pleasant words. Give me a subject that is all 
full of horrors, and I will do my best to make those 
horrors start forth iu the words that I employ. 

In regard to the remarks of my opponent to-night, I 
will charge upon the first half of his speech with a 
single broadside, that can be all gathered up into a 
single retort, based upon a universally -known fact, and 
then I shall pass on to the other branch of my 
argument. 

We have had read to us comparative statements of 
the criminal statistics of the North and the South. I 
do not, in many cases, accept these statistics as correct ; 
for even without the census report before me, I was 
able to detect many erroneous statements. Besides, 
they are gathered up and thrown out in such a general, 
vague way, that one cannot, in every case, hunt down 
the misstatement. Like the Irishman's fieas, you put 
your finger on them, and they are not there. I can 
well a fiord to let not a few of his statistical assump- 
tions alone, to sink by their own weight; and it would 
be folly for me, before an intelligent people, to spend 
time in hunting them, for the game is not worth the 
eflfort^ and will break its own neck in the chase if left 
alone. 

But, gentlemen, I can reply to all these criminal 
statistics in a word. There are^ in the Slave States 
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of this Union, 250,000 criminals, who have robbed 
humanitj^ of three xniUion men, women and children, 
desolating the cradles, disrupting the marriage rela- 
tions, breaking up families, and selling many of the i 
daughters to prostitution. These criminals are yet 
untried, unconvicted, unsentenced* They, are on trial 
before the moral sense of the wide world to-night ; and 
when ii.e inoral sense of the world sliall Imve carried 
out in their case the same principles of law which the 
North applies to those who violate justice and freedom, 
then come to me with your prison statistics of the 
South, ailding these 250,000, and I will figure ^vith 
you. We of the North punish such criminals, while 
you of the South send them to Congress to make laws* 

Now, gentlemen, I shall ask you to listen to an 
argument of statistics. Such an argument might be, 
in most cases, dry; but this will, as it seems to me, 
bear so pat upon the question that I doubt not you will 
listen with interest. For I am not talking to lazy men 
and women, who are unwilling to think, but I feel that 
I address those who are ready to take all the trouble 
necessary to a just decision of the question discussed. 
I shall argue to prove that American slavery ought to 
be abolished because it desolates the fair soil of the 
South with poverty ; because it diminishes the value of 
the land ; because it stands in the way of all material 
progress; because it impoverishes the whole country 
over which it spreads. ^ 

In proving these positions, I shall make a contrast 
between the North and the South in all the elements 
of material wealth, taking my statistics in all cases 
from the Census Reports, collected and supervised by 
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a Carolinian, vbo cannot bo at all suspected of 

doing injustice to the South. In what I state my 
authority shall be De Bow. 

Tlie North is usually called the sterile Korth. The 
South is denominated (in the language used by Mr. 
Brownlow in the course of our correspondence — much 
better language, by the way, than that employed in 
some other parts of that correspondence) " the sunny 
South." We of the North are considered as dwelling 
among bleak hills, where chilling winds sweep over our 
mountain-tops. The fruits that grow at all are con- 
sidered to be of little worth, and the grain that we raise 
is thought to be dug from among the rocks. The South, 
on the other hand, is " the sunny South." Let us see 
how they compare in all the elements oi" material wealth, 
and then inquire what has caused the difference. 

The entire area of the free States of this Union is 
892,062,082 acres ; the entire area of the Slave States, 
544,926,720 acres ; the difference in favor of the Slave 
States being 152,844,688. The settlement of these 
various portions of the country was almost simultaneous. 
In 1850, the difference of population in favor of the 
Free States was 3,821,946. The natural advantages 
of the Slave States, if they had been open to settle- 
ment on the same terms as were the Free States, and 
if their institutions had invited settlement, would have 
caused their population to far exceed that of the North. 
But no man can enter the South until he has sworn 
allegiance to Slavery, and done obeisance to its demands. 
The men who came from Qermany — driven out by the 
'^•aves of European revolution — the hard-handed men 
from all quarters of the globe, who settle down in our 
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free Northern yalleys and grow op in a little while into 
thrifty, hardy, useful citizens, are all shut out from the 
South, because her institutions arc vitally antagonistic 
to freedom and free labor ; and the European peasant 
comes here to work with his own hands. He has learned 
to hate oppression from bis sad experience at home, 
and has no desire to degrade himself by coming into 
competition with slave labor. It is this class who build 
our magnificent public works, opening for us the chan- 
nels of a rich inland commerce, and making our North- 
em territory a rich network of canals and railroads, 
bringing the carrying trade of the world to each city 
and rural hamlet in our half of the Union. 

Again, the soil of the South would be worth much 
more per acre than the soil of the North, were it not 
for the fact that the institutions of the South have 
cursed the soil and made its settlement almost impossi- 
Die. They have overrun their ground with a mere hoe, 
skimming the surface and cxt racting the life-blood of 
the soil by a murderous system of tillage — carrying 
nothing hack to supply the drainage produced by con- 
tinual crops upon the same ground ; while the North 
plows deep, and farms in a suitable and scientific 
manner ; yet the average value of land at the ^ ortli is 
(28.07 per acre, while in the South it is only (5.349 
making the difference in favor of the North (22.63 per 
acre. Is it not slavery that thus depreciates the value 
of land in the South ? While the South has more land 
than the North by over 150,000,000 of acres, yet her 
whole soil is worth less in the market than it would 
have been, if free, and at Northern prices per acre, by 
$11,988,387,840. This is what slavery has wrenched 
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from tbe value of Southern soil — ^being many tiroes the 

estimated value of the ^vliole slave population of the 
South. Every slave has cost many times his value in 
the impoyerishinent of the soil, the retarding of the 
settlement and growth of the country, resulting from 

the institution of slavery which has been there per- 
petuated. 

Astounding as these figures are, they cannot he con- 
tradicted. So oyerwhelming are they, that on the first 

examination I was myself shocked at their apparent 
improbability ; but careful investigation only confirms 
them. I charge upon slaTcry that it has eaten out of 
the bosom of the sunny South this mighty sum of 
$11,988,387,840. 

What a vast mine of wealth to sacrifice on the altar 
of slavery I What a sum to sink into the fathomless 
maw of such a monster crime ! all for the purpose of 
allowing 250,000 slaveholdcis to lord it over their 
negroes, keep race-horses, and vary the amusements of 
gambling, fighting, and drinking, by an occasional dash 
into politics, to play the game of Southern statesman- 
ship, and, ^vhen weary of that, to astonish the waiters 
and attachees of Northern hotels by blustering about 
Northern watering-places. 

I would now contrast some statistics in relation to 
New York and North Carolina. Jn iNcw York, there 
was assessed for taxes, in 1856, 30,080,000 acres, 
which were valued at the rate of f 86.97 per acre. 
In North Carolina, the same year, 32,450,560 acres 
were valued at §3.06 per acre — a difference of over 
thirty dollars an acre. Between the valuation of the 
litate of New York and that of North Carolina^ the 
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total difference is 91,023,332,500. There was just 

tliiitv-six years' (lifferciice in timo of the orirrlnal set- 
tlcmcnt of these two States. Sunnj Carolina, liaving 
altogether the advantage of my own rock-ribbed native 
State, ought to have been far in advance in the valua- 
tion of her real estate. But, thank God, the hard- 
handed freemen of New Yorii have been able, while 
gathering wealth from the bosom of the soil by science, 
and art, and genius, to still pour it back again, that 
thej may gather it, year atLcr year, while the soil btill 
becomes more valuable. 

This is your contrast between freedom and slavery. 
While one steadily impoverishes, the other steadQy 
enriches ; and the hard rocks and bleak hills of New 
York are, under freedom, worth far more than the 
rich soil of North Carolina, under slavery. But we 
are told that the products of the South are, many of 
them, very rich. "Only think^" say Southcrii jjlauters, 
*'of our cotton crop and sugar crop, and our tobacco 
crop/' Let us now examine the statistics as to the 
value of these great crops. I intend to prove this 
proposition, that the aggregate value of the cotton, 
tobacco, rice, hay, hemp, and sugar of the South is 
outweighed in market value by the single hay crop of 
the Free States. The total value of all these crops, 
as given by the undoubted authority on which I rely, 
is §138,605,725. The hay crop of the North is 
12,690,982 tons. That, reckoned at 911.20 per ton 
(which is the average valuation by the Bureau of Agri- 
culture at Washington, and it oftea brings $'26 per 
ton in Baltimore), makes the excess in value of the 
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hay crop of the North over the afrgrogate value of the 
Southern crops which I have named, $3,533,275. 

Gentlemen, shall I not breathe into the words of 
scorn idth which I condemn cotton-worshippers of the 
North, a deeper sting, when I exhibit this startling 
fact. This is the great cotton-god, so muck worshipped 
in the North as well as the South I This is the cotton- 
god that is supposed to be so mighty at a distance ! — 
so rich when ho flaunts himself at the North! — so 
wealthy when he puts on airs in Northern cities and 
among Northern men! — this cotton-god, weighed in 
the hay-scales of the North, is fonnd to be worth less 
in the market, in doll.irs and cents, than the hay with 
which we of tlie North feed our horses. 

And why is not the value of Southern productions 
greater ? Because her system of tillage impoverishes 
the soil; because her laborers are not owners, gene- 
rally, but work under the lash ; because they have no 
hope of reaping themselves the fruit of their labor, and 
can feel no interest in its results. These workers of 
the South are almost called heathen by my friend on 
the opposite side ; and it would take the sublimest type 
of Christianity to make them care anything for the 
interests of the man who lashes them in the cotton- 
field, and does not pay them for their labor. 

The entire wcaUh of the Slave States, as per Cen- 
sus report, is $2,936,090,737. The total wealth of 
the Free States 94,002,172,108— making the differ- 
ence in favor of the Free States, 91,166,081,371. Do 
not these figures warrant me in saying that the sterile 
and rocky North has a chance yet to mnke its own 
living, and get along in the world, and is not entirely 
16 
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dependent upon the patronage of the South, that grows 

a little cotton, now and then, to help us along; while 
our hay crop at the North outweighs in value all these 
great staple products of the South. 

Even if cotton should cease to role the politics and 
religion, and morality and Kterature of the nation, may 
we not hope that the people of the North would he 
able to get along, and keep from becoming paupers ? 
Let us now contrast the amount of grain raised in the 
two sections. The North raises, on an average, twenty- - 
seven bushels of oats to the acre ; the South raises se- 
venteen. The North raises, on an average, eighteen 
bushels of rye to the acre ; the South raises eleven. Of 
corn, the North raises thirty*one bushels per acre ; the 
South twenty hushels. Of potatoes, the North raises 
125 bujihels per acre, and the South 113 bushels. Why 
this falling off on the side of the South, notwithstand- 
ing its great natural advantages? It is merely be- 
cause of her .slave system of til. age. 

On all articles of bushel measure, the difference in 
value in favor of the North, is $44,782,Go6. On all 
articles of pound measure, the difference in favor of the 
North, $59,199,103. 

Let us now consider the subject of commerce. The 
tonnage of the North is 4,252,615 tons ; that of the 
South is 855,517 tons. The annual exports of the 
North amounted in value in 1855 to $167,520,693; 
the exports of the South, ia lLc bamc period, to §107,- 
840,688 — a difference of about sixty millions of dollars 
between the exports of the North and South, and, be* 
sides, the exports of the South are carried out in 
Northern bottoms. The commerce of the South is 
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mainly carried on hj Nortbern vessels ; and tlie greater 
part of the carrying trade of the South falls into 
Northern hands. Yet we of the poor, sterile North, 
are impoveriBhed by our freedom; and gentlemen come 
here from the Sontb and teach us political economy, 
and teach us how we can gain a decent living ! 

Let us now see which section pays the greatest pro- 
portion of the expenses of goTemment. The revenue 
to support the General Government is derived from the 
duties on imports from foreign nations. The Revenue 
Tariff fills the United States Treasury from the receipts 
at the Custom Houses. Of course these receipts vill 
show the comparative amounts paid from each section 
of the Union into the Treasury. 

In 1854, the custom-bouse receipts of the iVco 
States amounted to $60,010,489. The same year, the 
receipts from the Slave States amounted to $5;136,969. 
The diUbreiice in favor of the Xorth was $54,873,520 ! 
What a fall was that ! The South boasts of an ex- 
tended line of sea-coast, stretching from Delaware Bay 
clear around the Gulf of Mexico, and far to the north 
along the shores of the Southern Pacific. But she Las no 
trade, only a magnificent " site " for one, which she 
lacks the enterprise to build upon. But she is going 
to have a foreign trade I Her statesmen and political 
economists are going to do great things. She is going 
to stop buying goods at the North, going to increase 
her own tonnage, and going to do her own importing. 
But ber greatness is all in prospect. It is ^Vdistance 
that lends enchantment to the view " of her commer- 
cial importance. Her commerce, trade, wealth, and 
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political glory, are all a series of ** dissolving views,** 
growing beautifully less " as jou approach them. 
Now, when yon remember which end of the XTmon 

creates the preponderance of expense for tlie Federal 
Government — in whose beiialt' the wars arc made — for 
whom the fugitive slaves are caught — ^who kicks up the 
majority of political rows, about Missouri compromises 
and Kansas forays — jou will see in the above figures, 
a weighty reason why the North should aim at the abo- 
lition of slavery. 

Let us now consider the two sections in relation to 
nianufactiircs. The Northern capital invested in ma- 
nufacturing is $430,240,501 ; the Southern capital is 
$95,029,709. What a contrast ! The value of the 
products of this capital of the North is $842,586,058 ; 
the value of the products of Southern manufactures is 
$165,41i),027. What causes the diflference ? Why, 
the South cannot be a manufacturing country, because 
of the system under which she lives. Her natural ad* 
vantages, taken in the aggregate, are as good as those 
of the North. But while Northern freemen, with their 
Strong arms, have chained the steam to the car of their 
machinery, and made the lightning a motive power in 
their manufactin*mg operations, causing the hum of 
their spindles to break out on the inorning air, in one 
harmonious song, almost from one end of Massachu- 
setts to the -other, and while the spirit of freedom per- 
forates the mountain for a railroad, bridges the river, 
that it may be a path for the carrying trade of nations, 
and produces a network of railroads all over the North, 
enriching it in every direction — ^the system at the South 
. has so impoverished that section as to afford the ter- 
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rible contrast I have presented to you. This contrast 

cannot be described in better language than that em- 
ployed in an extract, which I mil read, from a book 
"whose author is a iNorth Carolinian, and therefore, it 
may be supposed, not rery likely to do injustice to his 

native bULe. I quote the words of iimluu liowaii 
Helper : 

The North is the Mecca of our merchants, and to it they 
must aud do make two pilgrimages per :iunum — one in the 
eprin^ and one in the fall. All our couiincrcial, meelianical, 
luanufuctural, and literary supplies come from there. Wo 
want Bibles, brooms, buckets, and books, and wc go to tho 
North ; we want pens, ink, paper, wafers, and envelopes, and 
we go to the North ; we want shoes, hats, handkerchiefs, 
umbrellas, and pocket knives, auJ wc go to the North; we 
want furniture, crockery, glass-ware, and pianos, and we go 
to the North ; we want toys, primers, school-books, fashion- 
able apparel, machinery, medicines, tomh-8tone8| and a 
thousand other things, and we go to the North for them all. 
Instead of keeping our money in circulation at hode, by 
patronizing our own mechanics, manufacturers, and laborers, 
we send it all away to the North, and there it remains; it 
never falls into our hands again. 

In one way or another we are more or less subservient 
to the North every day of our lives. In infiincy we are 
swaddled in Northern muslin; in childhood we are humored 
with Northern gewgaws; in youth we arc instructed out of 
Northern books; at the age of maturity we sow our * wild 
oats' on Northern soil ; in middle life we exhaust our wealth, 
energies, and talents, in the di.slionorable vvM-rttitni of entail- 
ing our dependence on our children and ou uur children's 
children, and, to the neglect of our own interests and the 
interests of those around us, in giving .nid and succor to 
every department of Northern power; in the decline of life 
we remedy our eye-sight with Nurlhern spectuuks, and 
support our infirmities with Northern canes; in old age we 
arc drugged with Norihern physic; and, finally, when we 
die, our inanimate bodies, shrouded in Northern cambric^ 

16* 
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are stretched upon the bier, borne to tlic grave in a Northern 
carriage, entombed with a ^^o^the^n spade, and luemorizcd 
with a 2^ortheru slab I" 

Let ns now conipixrc the two sections with regard to 
internal improvements. There are in New York 2700 
miles of railroad; in OhiO| 2869; in Peiin&jlyania» 
2907. These three States have 1117 miles more of 
railroad than the whole fifteen slave States. The 
whole North has 17,855 miles of railroad ; the whole 
South, 6859 --difference in favor of the North, 10,996 
miles. These facts are some evidence of the compara- 
tive wcaltli and prosperity of the two sections; and 
these Northern railroads are all above ground. The 
underground railroad now traversing the North from 
all important points, from Mason and Dixon's line to 
the Canadas, is not talcen into the account in this 
estimate. It is quite probable that my opponent does 
not regard that great work of improvement with favor, 
and as I mean to be fair in this argument, I have left 
that out of my estimate. How is it in regard to 
canals ? New York {uid Ohio alone have 794 more 
miles of canal than tlie whole fifteen slave States. The 
whole North has 8682 miles of canal; the whole South, 
1116; difference in favor of the North, 2566. The 
North has expended for railroads, §538,313,64:7; the 
South, § 95,252,581; difference in favor of the North, 
9 443,061,066. 

Let us now consider some of the indications of 
material strength. The rniluary force of the Slave 
^States is 792,876 ; that of the Prce States, 1,381,843. 
Now who makes the wars, and employs the military 
force ? We have found where the great bulk of the 
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jBoldiers come from. Who causes tlie necessity for 
their employment? The Florida War; a war inflict* 
ing the most gigantic wrong upon an heroic tribe of 
Indians, because, in their affiliation ^\'ith fugitive slaves, 
they helped and protected them, cost us in round 
numbers, 940,000,000. That was a war to catch 
negroes for the South. 

This military force had to be employed in the ever- 
glades of Florida to tho tune of this amount to flght a 
few hundred weak Indians, who deserve the plaudits 
of the world in coming ages for the heroism and mag* 
nanimity with which tliey defended themselvea and the 
fugitive slaves that ran away from American Chris* 
tianity and American Bepublicanism, and sought pro- 
tection in the bosom of their better heathenism. 

And the Mexican War came next. I only mention 
this to indicate who makes the wars. The North, as 
you see, furnishes the soldiers, and in the end pays 
the money. While upon this subject, the fact is worth 
mentioning, that, in the War of 1812, we suffered the 
disgrace of having the National Capitol burned, because 
it was on Southern territory, and the militia surround- 
ing it were so busy watching their slaves, for fear they 
would run to the Uritish army, that iliey could not 
beat back the little squad of men that advanced against 
them. 

Let me now give you some statistics with regard to 

the Post-Ofljcc. The total amount of money collected 
for postage in the North in 1855 was $4,070,725, cost 
of transportation for, the North was $2,608,295, so 
that the surplus paid by the North over the cost of 
sending her mail matter was $2,012,430. The total 
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amoaat of postage collected iu the South was $1,553,198. 
The cost of transportation was (29885,958. So 
that the South has failed to pay her postage hy 

$1,632, 7 Go, whicli ilie Nui lLl has to pay for her. The 
rich planters of the South, with the system under which 
they live, have to take from the Northern end of the 
Post-Office bag the money to pay their own postage. 

The reason of this is found in the fact thai slie luis 
a population of 4,000,000 blacks and a white popula- 
tion of 512,882 that can neither read or write, out of an 
aggregate population of 9,612,979 ; making nearly half 
of her aduU inhabitants -who could nul read a letter if 
one was sent them. Besides she is so destitute of in- 
ternal improvements, and her roads are so bad, that it 
costs far more to transport her lean mail bags orer the 
baiiie distance than it docs the plethoric mails of the 
North ! 

What are the figures with regard to schools? In 
the schools of the North there are 2,769,901 pupils ; in 

the schools of the South 581,801 pupils — a difference 
of 2,000,000 in favor of the North. The schoolmaster 
is present in the North, and has been for some time; 
and while he shall continue to be with this number of 
pupils under his care, it will take such missionizing as 
tho gentleman gives us hero, a long tirae to convert the 
North to Southern ethics, political economy, religion, 
or politics* 

Let us see the figures in regard to newspapers, as 

furiilsliing a standard of the intelligence of the two 
sections. In the North there is a weekly and daily 
circulation of 834,146,281 copies; in the South, 
§81,038,698. 
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In general literary intelligence the contrast between 

a free and islaveholding society is yet more strikin^r. 
The South is so meagrely supplied with hooks that it 
seems almost ungenerous to reveal her literary poverty. 
But my opponent has, by his onslaught upon the Free 
States, invited this searching expose ; and his skve-^ 
holding society shall have the full benefit of the statist 
tical argument. 

The South has 695 public libraries in here domain 
of thought. The North contains 14,911. These li- 
braries of the South contain 649,577 volumes. The 
number of volumes in the publio libraries of the North 
swells to the respectable number of 3,888,284, a con- 
trast of over 3,000,009 volumes ! An immense major- 
ity of these books in Southern libraries were written 
by Northern men, printed in Northern printing oflGices, 
bound by Northern hands, and sold by the Northern 
publishers. The North has opened the heart of her 
literature to the inspiration of the spirit of freedom. 
Her works of fiction, her essays on government, her 
religious publications (saving those of a few fossiliaed 
denominational publishing societies, who emasculate 
the gospel to make it palatable to slaveholders), all 
breathe the spirit of liberty. The harp of the iS^orth, 
touched by the inspured fingers of her Whittier, her 
Lowell and her Longfellow, fills the land with the 
strains of her songs of freedom. Litaiaiure cannot 
live in chains. The muses take their flight from a land 
of whips and fetters, and the South gropes on in the 
gloom of literary night, for fear the sun of intelligence 
will reveal her crtmes against humanity. 

And, now, we come to the churches. Surely, the 
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pious SoQtli mmt be ahead of ns in this respect^ if we 
are to take the Parson's statistics, or ratber if we are 

to lake his exhortations and assertions. The total 
value of the church property in the North is $67,793,- 
477 ; of the South, $21,674,581. But, perhaps, the 
balance will be made up on the amount given to the 
Bible cause. Surely, the South will be ahead of us 
there 1 Ihe Bible is presented in this debate as the 
sheetranchor of slayery. If my opponent is to be 
taken as authority, almost every page of it is filled with 
sanctions of slavery. It is presented as the great 
manual of the peculiar institution. Of course then it 
is in high favor in the South. We have a right to ex- 
pect to find it in each slave cabin, and to find each 
slave pouring over its pages, to reconcile himself to the 
scouri^ing, branding, starving, and robbing inflicted by 
its authority. When his hog and hominy fail, he can 
fill himself with Pro-Slavery texts. When badly 
whipped, he can find consolation for his smarting back 
in its patriarchal precedents ; and when his wife and 
children are stolen and sold, he can bind up Lis In oken 
heart with its sacred leaves, and learn submission from 
its divine sanction of the villany from which he suffers. 
Of course, slaveholders will give largely to circulate 
the Bible. Let us see. In 1855, the North gave to 
the Bible cause, $819,677; the South, $68,677— only 
$251,000 difference between the amounts contributed 
to the Bible cause. Yet Mr. Brownlow is going to get 
up a missionary effect in the South to circulate Bibles 
at the North 1 

But perhaps the balance is made* up on the tract 
cause. The North paid to the Tract Society $131,972, 
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the South $24^725; and yet the Tract Society, 1 bksh 
to say, at its last annual meeting, in the face of this 

beggarly account of Soutliern contributions, toadied to 
the South so largely in New York city a few months 
since, as to excite the indignation of all high*ininded - 
Christian men. I know that these words which I am 
using will make me unpopular with a large portion of 
my audience, but I came here to tell God's truth, and 
you shall have it. 

For missionary purposes for the year 1855, the 
North contributed $502,174, the South $101,934; a 
diftercnce of only $400,240 in missionary coutribu* 
tions. But perhaps the South will make up on the 
Colonization cause. The scheme of taking the free 
negroes at the South, and sending them to Africa, must 
certainly be her pet, for she wants to get rid of them, 
and she has a pious regard for the Christianization of 
the negro. Let us see how she supports this cause by 
her pocket nerve. 

The North contributed for Colonization $61,930; 
the South $27,618. The l^orth contributes double 
that given by the South. I do not mention this as a 
compliment to the North. I only give it as one of a 
scries of facts tending to show the comparative wealth 
and readiness to give, as existing in the two sections. 
For, instead of contributing myself, or encouraging 
any other person to contribute to the Colonization 
cause, I would far rather contribute Sharp's riiies, 
pistols, and bayonets — in order that the negro might 
be defended in possessing his freedom on our own soil, 
and living among us, where he has a right to live. 

Now, what say you with reference to the compara* 
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tire pauperism, and the compiuratiye eriminalitj, and 

the comparative virtae, and the comparative benevo- 
lence, and the comparative Christianity, of the two 
peetions of the Union, as shown bj these statistics. 
What makes the difference? What, bat, the incubus 
of American slavery, that has settled down over the 
fair clime of the South, and has sent the virus of its 
poison into the life-blood of her native elements of 
strength, and improvement, and progress ? But these 
figures do not at all give the whole view of this ques- 
tion, for who can estimate what has been lost to the 
world of mind by the suppression of genius, resulting 
from the system that prevails in the South? Who can 
tell of the glorious thoughts that have been crushed, 
of the bright intellects that have been ruined, of the 
great souls that have withered away in the prison-house 
of obscurity, who ought to have been in the world like 
Douglass and other great minds among the colored 
men, leading their own countrymen out of darkness, by 
the light that flashes from their brilliant intellects, and 
by the zeal of their efforts for human advancement ? 
Who oan estimate the loss of moral power from this 
source ! Who can measure the loss of power to convert 
the world to righteousness, and decency and morality, 
and hasten on the dawn of a better day for humanity ! 
These things cannot be computed by figures. They 
are be^'ond the province of the mathematician. No 
man can tell what has been lost to the world in morals 
and intelligence by the institution of American slavery. 

Slavery disgraces us before the civilized world, not 
only by this destruction of our elements of material 
strength, but by the ruihan element that it introduces 
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into onr politics, by the manner in 'which it degrades 

our statcsmansliip, by the scenes that brute force, as- 
suming that might makes right, enacts in oar Senate 
Ghamhers, and hj the efforts that it makes to suppress 
freedom of debate, and crnsli ont the expression of free 

opinion. 

And, gentlemen, I cannot forget in this connection, 
the glorious Charles Sumner, who with an intellect 
towering loftily, the depth of which has not yet been 
measured, and -with a moral character as stainless as 
the garb of an angel, was stricken down for having he- 
roically performed a glorious duty to God and human- 
ity—stricken down by a ruffian hand, and his blood 
staining the floor of the Senate chamber. Gentlemen, 
this is the spirit that slavery breathes into the politics 
of our nation ; this is the manor in which it conducts 
discussion — this is the disgrace into which it brings 
us before the civilized world ! 

I ask in view of these things — while Alexander of 
Bussia is setjting free his serfs — while the African 
princes themselves who have held slaves, are giving 
them their liberty — while Turkey herself is moving in 
the cause of frccdoni, and the Ottoman Empire feels 
the impulses of humanity — I ask in the name of heaven, 
if it is not time we should shake off the disgrace of 
being the last among the nations of the earth to recog 
nize the rights of common humanity, and give man his 
freedom because he is a man. 

Gentlemen, in the name of these great principles, I 
demand the abolition of American slavery. I cannot 
cuiisent, nor can you consent, nor can iho civilized 
world long consent, that EepubUcanism, in its glorious 
IT 
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experiment here in the Neif World, sliall be all tbe 

time in danger of becoming a failure, and of being 
wrecked on this terrible rock of wrong. I cannot, as 
an American citizen, consent that tyrants who shake 
their hloodj sceptres from across the "water, should 
langh at us living under a government more tvrannical 
upon 3,000,000 of men than the worst European des- 
potisms. I cannot consent^ so far as my poor powers 
are concerned, to the perpetuation of this system, which 
is our sLauic before tlie civilized Avorld. In llic noon 
of the nineteenth century, when the impulses of the 
human soul are grasping after a larger freedom, when 
the spirit of the age is pushing out towards an enlarge- 
ment of tlio area of mind — when the very breezes 
around us are instinct with the influences of intellectual 
and moral progress — this horrid incubus of slavery 
settles down upon the bosom of the mightiest, and what 
might be, the noblest nation on earth, and exerts its 
crushing power on the elements of intellectual and 
moral and spiritual and political strength; and it is 
time that it should be abolished — that it shonld die. 

It is time that we were done with the frippery of 
this little, pettifogging textual argument. It is time 
that we were done with its taunts and jeers, and sneers 
and retorts. It is time that we should march up to 
this question in a spirit that harmonizes with the 
gravity of its issues, and argue it. before the civilized 
world, in the ligbt of the great principles which it in- 
volves. It is time that we should cease to be jesters 
and jokers. It is time that we should cease to play 
the harlequin, and should take the position of men in 
morals and in politics, arguing this cause on the grand 
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principles that give dignitj to this debate — principles 
worthy of this audience we address, and of the question 
we discuss. 

And, gentlemen, I notify you, that hereafter I shall 
not descend from these high, broad grounds, to meet 
sneers and taunts and gibes, and harlequin grimaces, 
that may come to me in the shape of any language that 
is read here. I Lave a greater purpose and a nobler 
cause, and while I may for a moment turn aside for a 
good-natured retort, I shall not spend time in pickmg 
up the petty quirks and flings scattered loosely thro ugli 
this argumentation. 

I demand to enter the merits of this question, and I 
ask of my opponent that he shall give us the gist of 
this debate, &nd put it in form and shape to be met, 
for I am here to meet it, to question it, and, if possible, 
to show tho matchless wickedness of the slave system, 
and defend the cause of freedom before the civilized 
world. I trust that in the succeeding evenings of this 
debate, we shall be able to lift its tone out of these 
comparatively low grounds, where it has rested hereto- 
fore, and give it the altitude which it merits, as the 
gravest, and broadest, and profoundcst question of the 
age. 

[Mr. Pryno desires to acknowledge bis indebtedness fo the 
" Impending Crisis,'' by Helper, for assistance in preparing tbe 
above speech.] 
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Affibmativb, IV. — By W. G. Brownlow, 

An argument, if not the argument of Abolitionism, 

is, that men cannot hold property in man. The claiia 
is a vile heresy — its consummation a wicked and terrible 
usurpation. I might content mjself with eajing, that 
the institution of slaTory is as old as the oldest of 
liiiiiian institutions — is recognized by the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments— and the right of man to 
hold property in his fellow man, is taught from the 
opening to the close of the Bible. 

I might content myself with the assertion that, even 
among the Hebrews, the legislation of Moses provided 
for the event in which a Jew is constrained to sell him- 
self through poverty, and to acknowledge the right of 
property in Mm by his purchaser. I might content 
myself with saying, as I now do, that Christiana of un- 
doubted piety, in the days of Christ and the Apostles 
otimed slaves, and their rights ofproperiy in them yreve 
recognized by the Saviour and the Apostles. 

In France, Spain, Portugal, and England, slavery 
was established by legislation at one time or another, 
and slaves were recognized as property* Slavery, in 
its widest and broadest acceptation, was known to exist 
in the days of Queen Elizabeth, and the queen was her- 
self the oivner of slaves* And slaves were protected as 

property by the Common Law of £ngland down to the 

(106) 
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time of James II. Fifty years after Lord Maksfibld's 
speecli in tbe celebrated ** Sommersett Case" of slavery, 

Lord Stowkll decided the right of a master to hia 
slave, absconding, and hia right in him as property* 
Lord Stowell vas at the time in correspondence with 
Judge Story, of Massachusetts, sent him a copy of 

his decision, and asked his opinion a,ljuuL it. No man 
of intelligence will doubt the anti-slavery feelings and 
proclivities of Judob Story* Here is an extract from 
his answer to the British Lord : 

"I hdxe read, with great attention, your judgment in the 
slave case. Upon the fullest considcratioa which I have 
been able to give the subject, I entirely concur in your 

views. If I had been called upon to pronounce a judgment 
in a like case, I should have certainly arrived at the same 
result." 

In France they had a similar system of slavery, 
calling the slaves bondsmen of tlie estate^ because they 
belonged to the landed estates, and were usually sold 
with them as property/. This species of slavery con- 
tinued in France until 1779, after our independence. 

As it regards Spain, any one rcadmg her literature 
for the eighteenth century, will find that her authors 
never introduce a tale of romance, but what some 
Moorish or negro slave cumcs up as the inmate of tho 
household, and property of the hero ! 

Turnmg to our own country, slaves are protected as 
'property by the Constitution of the United States. 
What is this protection? The question is answered 
on page 671 of 16th Peters, in these words ; 

" I cannot perceive how any one can doubt that the remedy 
giycu iu the Constitution, if, indeed, it give any remedy 

17* 
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witbont legislation, was desiirned to be a peaceful one ; a 
remedy sanctioned by judicial authority; a remedy i^uaided 
by the forms of law. But the inquiry is reiterated, is not 
the master entitled to his property/ f I answer that he is. 
J7(t ritjht is guarantied the Chnitituiion; and the meet 
summary means for its enforcement is found in the Act of 
Congress. And neither the State nor its oitizens can obstruct 
the prosecution of this right.'' 

This iras Judge M'Lean's language, one of the 

minority of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in the Bred Scott case. That entire court, though 
differing in some respects, concurred^ man for man, 
that the rights of the South are gnarantied in sZavM* 
at property y by the Constitution ! 

Slavery, outside of the Bible, is the creature of the 
common law of England, in which country it existed, 
and was protected by the common and the statute 
law, as far back as the days of Queen Elisabeth, who, 
as I have already stated, herself owned slaves. Our 
ancestors brought the laws and institutions of England 
to this continent, as their birth*right, and hence sla- 
very was the common law of the thirteen original colo- 
nics. At the time of the American Revolution, it was 
the common law of the western continent. But it is 
just to the truth of history to say, that slavery was 
forced upon the thirteen original colonies, as the com- 
mon law, against the urgent remonstrances of the 
Southern portion, the North acquiescing most cheer- 
fully 1 How, then, can an Abolitionist assert that 
slavery is not recognized by our Constitution, and that 
slaves are nut property? 

But I am aware of the diflSculty of driving histori- 
cal facts into the heads of Northern Abolitionists and 
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of New England clergymen, as to the slavery or anti- 
slavery record of this or any other country — this or 
any other age. Upon the subject of slavery in tJm 
eountriff they ''stick it out with stomach stout/' unless 
the facts can he found in the Bible. The New Testa- 
ment begins Anno Domini, and does not come down 
to the formation of our Federal Constitution, the days 
of Washington, Franklin, and others, and to this, our 
day and generation* 

Abolitionism asserts that the early founders of this 
Republic were opposed to slavery. This I deny, and 
denounce as utterly untrue. I quote from the speech 
of Thbodorb Parebb, delivered at the ''New England 
Anti-Slavery Convention," in Maj, 1858. That speech 
appears in pamphlet form, "copyright secured.'* On 
page 11, the author says: 

"It is now well known that many of the leading men in 
the oonventlons, Federal as well as State, were hostile to 
slavery. I need only mention Franklin, Washington, Madi* 
son, Samuel Adams, and John Hanooek/' 

The very reverte of what this champion of Aholi- 
tioiiism says, "is now well known*' to be true. Let 

us look into the facts of history. 

1. Washington and Franklin put the compact I 
have been dwelling upon, the Fugitive Slave Laxv^ 
into the Constitution. Perhaps I ought not to dis- 
close this fact until Edward Everett has done ^vitU 
his oration and his Mount Vernon Fund, as it will stop 
all contributions by anti-slavery men ! 

2. George Washington & Co. divided the territory 
of the Union, when the great division was made — 
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all north of the Oliio to be Jrec; all south of that 

d« Washington signed Acts of Congress admitting 

Slave States into tlic Union. Joux Ada.ms did tlio 
same, Avhcn they both had the power to veto them, 
and knew that Congress could not take them up and 
pass them by a two-thirds vote I 
4. Washington, Franklin, Rufus King, and 

otlior?!, proliibitcd, in the Federal Constitution, the 
abolition of the African slave-trade before the year 
1808 — the memorials reqaestmg them to do so, all 
coming from the North! 

»5. And John Adams signed the Act of Congress 
which repealed the Wilmot Froviio ordinance (orga- 
nizing the North-western Territory as an anti-slavery 
Territory), organising the Alabama and IGssissippi 
Ten i lories as Slave Territories ! 

6. Washington, Franklin, and Alexander Ha- 
milton put into the Constitution the provision provi- 
ding for the three-fifth representation of slaves in the 

IToiise of RcprcstuUitivcs, by TN'hicU Llio South now 
gains nearly thirty Representatives ! 

7. Thomas Jefferson negotiated tho purchase of 
the Louisiana Territory, a slaveholding and slave- 
abounding territory, larger than the then whole ter- 
ritory of the United States ; and, in the treaty with 
France, guarantied the preservation and protection of 

slave property** 

Fifty other facts of a similar character, and equally 

as strong as these, could be cited, to prove what an 
untruth Abolitionism utters, when it asserts that the 
early founders of our Republic were opposed to sla* 
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very. Wasiiington, Jeffersox, Madison, and Mon 
KOE, were all taken from one State, and made Presi 
dents by Northern yotes, becaase they were $lavekolder9f 
and were supposed to be friendly to the slave-trade, 

by which so many men at the North were making 
fortunes 1 

Now, these Soathem slaveholding Presidents were 
Northern made, Washington was elected and re* 

elected without opposition. Jefferson was re-elected 
by an immense majority, and both times beat Northern 
men by getting Northern votes. Madison and Mon« 
roe were elected more by Northern than Southern 

votes. 

The existence of slavery in ancient society, from 
time immemorial, is an unquestionable fact, that, to 
stand here and argue, would be a reflection on the 
intelligence of this audience. But the ascertainment 
of the numbers of slaves owned and sold in the differ- 
ent quarters of the earth, and in different ages, is of 
great importance, for it touches the question of slavery 
at all points. I cannot be expected to enter into 
details, however, and will content myself with saying 
that HUNDEBDS OF HiLLiosTS wcrd sold in the slave- 
marts of Phoenicia, Assyria, Egypt, Judea, Greece, 
Italy, Germany, Britain, and Gaul. Out of these 
millions, none ever rose with indignity and strength to 
retaliate on their purchasers. 

Ancient society, like Southern society, consisted of 
freemen and slaves ; and the nuinher of the latter is 
connected with its constitution, its spirit, and its cha- 
racter. Ancient writers tell us that they were very 
numerous in Athens, and the cities which, like her, 
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prosecated the arts of indnstrj and trade. The cen- 
sus of Demetrius returned lor Alliens 20,000 native- 
born citizens, 10,000 resident foreigners, and 400,000 
slaves! Corinth had 460,000 Blaves! ^gina, a 
rocky strip as barren as the cold North, with its one 
hundred and fifty superficial miles, had 470,000 
slaves ! The slaves in Attica were mostly owned by 
individuals, some owning three hundred, six hundred, 
and one thousand, whom they hired out and worked on 
their farms. The Athenian government owned 200,000 
slaves, and employed them in working the mines and 
prosecuting works of internal improvement. 

This body of condensed testimonies and select proofs, 
shows that slavery found its basis in the organization 
of primitive society ; and in mj several lectures I have 
traced it up the stream of time to God's awful mysteries 
which enshroud the origin of society I Whether I have 
turned to a long line of monuments, historical, poetical, 
or philosophical, sacred or human, or to codes and 
creeds, I have everywhere found the primitive existence 
of slavery — just such slavery as exists in America— 
none better — most of it worse ! 

Voices from the east, and voices from the west; 
voices from the precincts of Eden, and from the sum- 
mits of smoking Sinai; voices from the dark and 
gloomy depths of antiquity, and from the glare of 
refined and elevated civilization; voices of inspired 
men from the sanctuaries of God, and voices of bad 
men from the precincts of cruelty and degradation ; 
voices frpm every'tongne, and every nation that lived 
upon the tide of time past, proclaim the consistent, 
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primative, heathen, and Cliristian fact of original 
slavery ! 

A grand law of God in nature adapted the several 

physical characters and constitutions, as well as the 
respective complexions of the races, to the localities in 
which they were designed to dwell. To the white race, 
the descendants of Japhet^ the northern regions of the 
earth were given. To Shem and his descendants, the 
copper-colored race, the middle regions or temperate 
climef north of the equator, was allotted. But to Ham 
and his race was given the huming South. 

But ^vho did Ham marry? This is an important 
question in this age of slavery agitation and excitement 
about the origin of the races, and their several colors. 
Ham evidently got his wife from the race of Cain. 
Commentators generally agree, that in Genesis vi. 2, 
" sons of God" mean those of the race of Seth ; 
and that ^^the daughters of men" imply the females 
of the race of Gain. The word ^^fair" in our version, 
applied to these females, does not warrant the conclu- 
sion that they were white women, or that they were 
even of a light complexion. It is translated from the 
Hebrew tavothj being in the feminine plural, from fov, 
and only expresses the idea of what may seem good and 
excellent to the beholder ; it expresses no quality of 
complexion or beauty, beyond what may exist in the 
mind of the beholder. 

Cain had been driven out a degenerate, degraded, 
deteriorated vagabond. As soon as these races inter- 
married, God became displeased with them — determined 
to destroy man from the earth — avowing that the 
"wickednuss of man had become great in the earth." 
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We bayo no proof that the race lias ever improyed. 

All the Hons of Ham were Lorn after the flood, and for 
generations afterwards they kept up the name Cam, 
Oainitej Canaan. These variations viU not be noticed 
in a langua go so remote as ours, but lingiusts and com- 
mcntators trace them all back to their root, the original 
of Cain, The curse of slavery was imposed on the 
descendants of Ham, because of this marriage, and 
tbey were subjected to be bought and sold. The very 
name Cain, si^rnifies one j^i^i chased*** 

The descendants of Ham were black, and the black 
man of Africa is of that descent. And the Lord set 
a mark upon Gain." This fnark** was a hlaek skin. 
Since language was first used to designate the ideas of 
men, black has been apphcd to sin and wickedness. In 
the book of Nahunti chapter 2d, it is said in reference 
to this race, The faces of tbem all gather blackness" 
The descendants of 11am were black when born. His 
■wife, of the race of Cain, was a negro toenchy inheriting 
Cain's ^^mark^* and that mark was a black skin* The 
wife of Ham was by the name of Namah, and the de- 
scendants of Ham perpetuated her name in the family, 
to their latest generation* The name of this negro 
woman was banded down in Scripture, for obvious 
reasons, while the name of the wife of Noah remains 
a mystery! And it was before the flood that the 
degenerate sons of Seth fell in love with the black 
daughters of the race of Gain. And the degenerate 
Sethitcs of ]^e\Y England, when they meet with our 
Southern Cainites^ illustrate the habits of their anti* 
deluvian predecessors ! Abram is a negro name^ and 
thereby hangs a tale ! 
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Abolitionists take the ground that the precepts of 

the Bible are diametrically opposed to slavery ; and 
that the slave-trade is only evil, and evil continually 
I have not so learned the precepts of the Bible ; and 
as for the African slave-trade, the revival of which I 
do not advocate, and have already denounced as piracy ^ 
I am not sure that it has not always been a blessing, 
instead of a curse to the African race. 

The 28th chapter of Deuteronomy sets forth the 
blessings and curses promised the Jews, and, I may 
add, all mankind, for obedience or disobedience to the 
laws of God. At the 68th verse they were told thf|t 
they shoold again be sent to Egypt and exposed for 
^ah — that no man should buy them, or that there 
should not be buyers enough, as the passage may be 
read, to give them the benefit of being ^Zav^^— deemed 
a great blessing, as it alone assured protection and 
sustenance. This was all verified at the time Jerusalem 
was sacked by Titus ; and in Egypt, as well as many 
other places, thousands of the Hebrew captives were 
exposed, a« ilaveSy for sale, and thousands of them died 
of starvation hecause purchasers cuuld not be found. 
The Eomans, always in the market when slaves were 
to be sold, would not have these Hebrew captives, 
because they were too stubborn and degraded for their 
use. Their numbers, compared with the number of 
purciiasers in the market were so great, that the price 
was only nominal, when a sale was effected ; and thou- 
sands starved to death, because purchasers could not 
be had at any price. 

This same incident happened to all the Jews, who 
were freemen in Spain^ during the reign of Ferdinand 
18 
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and Isabella, -when 800,000 Jews were driven from 
that kingdom in one day, half of whom famished to 
deathy because tbej could not find masters^ though anx- 
ious to do 80, and capitalists were purchasing slaves, 
where they conid be suited in the quality. What are 
the teachings of the Bible in this case ? It predicted 
this, and its teachings on this subject favor the institu- 
tion of slavery. 

It may be urged by Abolitionism, that this was a 
curse inflicted upon the Jews for their disobedience, and 
murder of Christ. Such a peculiar relation of facts, 
and state of bondage, have not been confined to the 
Jews alone. In 1B76, the Florentines, then a travel- 
ling, trading, or commercial people, possessed such 
infirmities that Christianity was scouted by tl om, and 
murder and robbery became mere pastime* The sur- 
rounding governments, and the Church, whose patience 
were almost exhausted by tlicir pillage, delivered them 
over to slavery, which was hailed as a great blessing 
by such as met with purchasers; others were 
punished with death. In the days of Walsingham, in 
England, a largo proportion of the traders were of the 
same people, while freemen were liable to be put 
to death by any one, and their effects legally seized 
upon ; in bondage they were protected; and they sought 
slavery as a remedy — only the better classes fincliiig 
purchasers. This was in Christian England, in accord- 
ance with what was then understood to be the precepts 
of the Bible. 

In 1830, John and Richard Lander were sent out 
to explore certain parts of Africa by the "London 
African Association." They reported that their hearts 
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sickened at the contemplation of the scenes of horror 

they met with, and added: — " It is to he regretted that 
since the abolition of the slave-trade in Africa, slaves 
have hecome of little value in that country. That the 
Africans in many places have returned to soicrifiee and 
cannibalism^ is also true, and a cause of deep sorrow 
to the philanthropist; but considering the state and 
condition of the savages, there is no alternative but a 
revival of the slave-trade. The slave there, if he can- 
not he sold^ is at all times liahle to he put to death, 
either for purposes of food, or of thinning their ranks." 

Kow, suppose we buj, and then turn them loose 
there, they irill at once become the subjects of slavery, 
because slavery affords them protection, as long as 
their savage owners are able to afiord them the means 
of living. Let us present this state of facts to our 
Christian philanthropists of the North, and ask them 
to apply their much talked of golden rule, of doing to 
others as they would have others do unto us ; and, in 
case the slave-trade with Africa had not been abolished, 
what would they deem it their duty to do for the pre- 
sent, practical, ;iik1 lasting benefit of these poor viclims, 
whom the misguided, false, and misdirected sympathy 
of the world has thus consigned to sacrifice and death ? 

So recently as 1851, our sympathies were excited by 
an account published to the wurlJ, of an African chief- 
tain and an extensive slave-holder, who, during the 
previous year, finding himself cut off from a market 
for his surplus of slaves on the western coast, in con- 
quence of the abolition of the slave-trade with Europe 
and America, put to death 3000 whom he could no 
longer feed, or profitably employ I The trade with 
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Arabia, Egypt, and the Barbary States, was going on, 
and was lawful ; but these markets were not sufficient 
to drain off the snrpluB numbers on the western coast, 

and hence, such as were not suited for food^ "were in- 
discriminately slaughtered ! While the slave-trade 
was tolerated, even cannibalism was checked up, from 
the fact that one negro would bring in exchange ten 
times the ainouut ui" proviMoiis to be found in the ser- 
ving up of his carcass, and a greater variety at that« 

The blood of these 8000 massacred negroes now 
cries from the soil of Western Africa unto the Aboli- 
tionists of England and America, who cniictcd laws 
prohibiting the slave-trade, in the following eloquent, 
touching, and as I think, appropriate terms : 

"Gentlemen, apply, oh! apply to suffering and degraded 
Africa, the Bible doctrine of the golden rule, and relieve iig 
poor African slaves from starvation, massacre, and death. 
Come, oh! come; buy ua from our s^avage owners, who, as 
cannibals eat us up, or thin our ranks by indiscriminate 
slaughter, when we become so numerous as to be a burthen 
to them. Come, oh I come ; buy us, that we may be your 
slaves, cither in the West India Islands, or among the cotton, 
tobacco, rice, and sugar plantations of America, and have 
some chance to learn that religion under which you prosper I 
We prefer the Southern overseer's task, with enough to eat 
and to wear; to starvation and death in our Dative landl 
Then, iii the language of your Bible, ' we shall huild up the 
old wastes/ ^ raise up the former desolatioos/ and < repair 
the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.* ' And 
strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of 
the alien shall he your ploughmen, and your wine-dressers.' 
' Then ye shall be named the Priests of the Lord ; men shall 
call you the ministers of our God.' 

The Church of Christy did, at all times, durmg its 
early ages, consider the existenoe of slavery, and the 
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holding of slayes, compatible with a religions profesBion 
and the practice of Christian daties. No other proof 

is necessary on this point, than the sermons of St. Paul 
and St. Peter. These sermons will be found in Corin- 
thiansy Ephesians, Colossians 1., Timothy, Titus, Phi- 
lemon, and 1st Peter. These Scriptures distinctly 
teach tlie doctrine of the Christian Church ; and no 
doctrine therein taught stands out in bolder relief than 
the lawfulness of ouming and dealing in slaves* 

Some suppose Abolitionism, as held in England and 
America, an ism of modern origin. Not so, however; 
it is as old as the Council of Nice^ and was taught in 
the year 325, when Constantino was Emperor. 

The illustrious predecessors " of our New England 
Abolitionists, were the Crnostics and Manieheans of 
Asia Minor, These /awa^ac* denied the lawfulness of 
marriacfe, and contended for our New England tlieory 
of Free Love they enacted a prohibitory wine-law, 
similar to our Maine Liquor Law they required by 
law, all men to enter religious societies, and attend 
church, as did the Blue Laws" of Connecticut; they 
decried the lawfulness of slavery; they denounced 
slave-holders as violating the laws of God and man, 
just as our Abolitionists do ; they aided slaves in de- 
serting their owners, just as the officers of our " under- 
ground railroads " do ; and in all things they assumed 
to be more holp^ more perfeety and more spiritualj than 
other men, just as do the unmitigated Anti-Slavery 
hypocrites of our Kew England States ! 

The criticisms of the gentleman, touching the teims 
Bervant and slaveB^ lead me, now while the subject is on 
18** 
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my mind, to notice these termS| altkongh I consider I 
iras sufficiently explicit in a former speech. 

The English words servant, to serve, and service, scr^ 
ving, &c., have descended into our language from the 
Latin word 9ervm^ a slave; and these words, when 
first introduced into the language, as distinctly carried 
with them the idea of slavery, as does now any term 
we can employ, and will continue to do so wherever 
the English language and slavery prevail. In no slave- 
holding country has the word 9mant ever been applied 
to a freeman as a legitimate term of description ; but 
in non-slaveholding communities, these words are oc- 
casionally used in a different sense, but in every in- 
stance erroneously; because they are without adhe- 
rence to their derivation and analogy. These words, 
when found in the present authorized version of tho 
Scriptures, are in the majority of instances translated 
from some Greek word that included the idea of slavery. 
I could give examples in which errors exist, in this par^ 
ticular, in our translation of the Christian Scriptures ; 
such as John xviii., 36. Mark xiv., 54. John xviiL, 18. 
Hebrews iii., 5. He that seeks the truth must keep in 
mind the distinction between the different terms in our 
Scriptures, called by the same name, ^'servants," and 
not sufier his mind to be influenced by any bias which 
has been produced by other agencies. 

St. Paul commences his epistle to the Bomans, to 
the Philippians, and to Titus, with the appellation of 
servant. In the first case ho calls himself the servant 
and apostle of Christ. In the last instance, he terms 
himself the servant of God, and apostle of Jesus 
Christ. Peter, ia his second epistle, styteL himself a 
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iervant and apostle ; Jude, the iervant of Christ In 

all these instances the word means slave^ as any lin- 
guist will testify, and is used commciidatively, but 
figuratively, to signify their entire devotedness to the 
cause in which they are engaged, and to their Leader, 
as a good slave is to his master. And it is proper to 
remark, that the professing Christian is indebted to the 
imtitution of slavery, which was approved by the 
inspired Apostles, for the lesson of humanity and 
devotedness here so plainly taught him ; and without 
which, perha}»s, he never could have been taught this 
duty, in these particulars, so pertinently and clearly. 
The humility and devotedness of the Christian are il- 
lustrated by the institution of slavery, as set forth in 
John XV., 20 : *' Remember the words that I said unto 
you, the servant (or slave) is not greater than his 
Lord." 

But, in this connection, the inquiry naturally occurs, 

how happened it that St. Paul found it necessary to in- 
form I'imothy that the law forbade the stealing or en- 
ticing away of other men's slaves ? By consulting his 
epistles to the (rentile churches, it will be seen that 
there had grown up among them some new and villan- 
ous *'Free Soil'* doctrines, which his office as an 
apostle made it his duty to reprehend in unmistakable 
terms. These doctrines were the abolition of marriage, 
and the abolition of slavery^ as will be seen by examin- 
ing the 7th chapter of first CJorinthianf^. Some of tlio 
Gentile Churches advocated the doctrine that, if a man 
or woman of t\i» faith married to one not of the faith, 
that said marriage should be abolished ; so also, that a 
slave of i\\Q faith should be set free, and especially by 
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a believing master; so also, tlie believing child should 
be discharged from the authority of the unbelieviiig 
parent. The promulgation of these doctrines filled 

society with disorder where the apostles labored, and 
the Ciiurch with confusion. 

In his instructions to Timothy, St. Paul complains 
of the Ketff England doctrines, taught by Hymenens 
and Alexander, t^vu unmitigated " frcedom-shriekers,** 
and denounces them as blasphemous. What were thej ? 
The most odious of them was the abolition of alavery^ 
and for which he ^Melivered unto Satan'' these two 
reckless anti-blavery champions, as he would my 
reverend opponent^ if he were here, aud could hear his 
arguments* It is notorious, moreover, that St* Paul 
in his instructions to Timothy, to Titus, to the OaloM" 
sians, to the Ephesians^ &c., denounced the Aholi- 
tionists of his day, and warned his ministerial brethren 
against them. Consistency of character, to say nothing 
about his independence in avowing his sentiments, 
warrants the conclusion, that in all his sermons to the 
masses, and such as ^Yere not published, he kept up a 
fierce fire upon these anti-slavery men, warning the 
common people, including the s^am themHtvu^ against 
their wicked and seductive influence. 

I have already established the doctrine and action of 
the Church, as connected with the subject of slavery, 
by learned writers in the three or four first centuries ; 
men who were renowned for their piety, and claimed 
to liavc been governed by tlic imuiciliatc teaching of 
Christ and his apostles. During every century, suffice 
it to say, from the crucifixion of Christ down to the 
present time, by far the 1:1 eatest portion of the world 
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has been flooded witli slavery and slaves ; and, in all 

of these various portions of the earth, the slave trade was 
carried on. According to Bede, Britain furnished 
other nations mth slaves, as far back as the year 577. 
And in the midst of all the feeling of rivalship between 
the Jews, the Pagans, and the Christians — and, in 
truth, between some of the different Christian sects, as 
to their systems of religion, they all agreed more or 
less in the right to own and trade in slaves. They 
differed in their opinions as to who shonld hold slaves, 
and they regulated the traffic by laws very different in 
their character. The law of the Roman empire, in 
force thronghont Italy and Sicily during the fifth 
century, enjoined that daves who were Christians oonld 
not bo liold by those who were not of the same faith. 
In India, the creditor could take the children of the 
debtor, and keep them as his property y and as his %lave9^ 
until the debt was paid. Among the Gentiles this 
same right was in existence, with the further provision, 
that the child could be subjected to perpelual slavery » 
I repeat a sentiment I have already avowed and 
argued, that it is a great popular error, which supposes 
all of our species to be born equals. I do not believe 
one word of it. It involves the absurd proposition that 
each one also possesses the same faculties and mind, 
and to the same extent. Through the whole animal 
world, as with man, the amount of mental power each 
one possesses, is m exact proportion to the development 
of the nervous system and animal structure. The 
highest grade of development is found among the Cau- 
cassian species of man. Physiologists assert that the 
African exhibits, in maturity, the imperfect brain of a 
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Caucasian foetus, two months before birth. The Malay 
and Indian exhibit the same at a period nearer birth ; 
while the Mongolian, that of the Oancaaian infant 

after birth. The heard, the attribute of a full maturity 
among men, largest in the Caucasian, does not exist 
among the lower grades of the African. Oolor is also 
found the darkest where the development is the least 
perfect, and the most distant from the Caucasian. 
Hence, a particular tribe of Arabs, on the banks of the 
Jordan, from theur intermarriages among blood relations, 
have so degenerated in intellect, as to have become as 
black as negroes ! And it is a well-known physiological 
fact, tliat Caucasian parents too nearly related, exhibit 
offspring of the Mongolian type. There is troth in the 
ancient adage — '^the fathers have eaten sonr grapes, 
and the chiklren's teeth are on edge." Whether, 
therefore, we view the tribes of ocean, earth, or air, 
we behold a regular gradation of power and rules, from 
man down to the afom, demonstrating the truth of the 
lines by Pope : 

"Whether with re&flon or with Instinct blest, 

All enjoy that power that suits them best.'' 

"Order is heaven's first law; and this confesB'd, 
Some are, and must be greater than the rest.'' 

A few remarks upon certain issues he raised last 
evening, and I conclude this speech. First, the gentle- 
man said niy mention of the South being represented 
here, was a crack of the whip intended to intimidate 
him, but that it would fkil 1 How absurd such an infer- 
ence from such a remark ! Does not every man of 
seiitie know, tv Uo has hastened to these discussions, that, 
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frmu first to last, three or five of tbe audience to me^ 

have been against mCj and with my competitor, in sen- 
timent and feeling? Has he not been rounded by 
neirspaper reporters friendly to his side of the question, 
while I have had none to report or write letters ? Is 
not the entire j^rcss of this city on liis side ? Do they 
not give long reports of his statistics and points, while 
they crowd mj speeches into twelve or fifteen lines, as 
preliminary to what they say in praise of him ? Last, 
but not least, has he not bad a horde of free negroes 
and fugitive slaves here all the time clapping for bim, 
and kming me? I wish to intimidate liUle Abram 
Pryney from McOrawville, New York, an unscrupulous 
Abolition missionary ! How utterly ridiculous the 
idea ! If I could successfully brow-beat him, it would 
be no credit to me. 

Bat, the gentleman bantered me to repeat this debate 
^where ? " In all the principal cities of the North ; 
both parties agreeing as to time, place, &c." This is 
a beautiful challenge, characteristic of the gentleman I 
If he will so amend his challenge as to make it read 
thus, I am in for the war : " Repeat it in all the prin- 
ciple cities of the North and South, time about each 
side of the line ; Pryne selecting the Northern, and 
Brownlow the Southern cities/' Here is a fair offer — 
one which will gire him a chance to enlighten the 
South, whilst I enlighten the North ! 

He made a flourish last evening over the falling oflf 
of the South, in her contributions to the Tract, Sunday 
School, and Bible cause, and boasted that the North 
doubled the South in her contributions. 

The American Tract Society has been involved in a 
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oontroTenj for some time^ the South charging some of 
its vile Abolition managers with publishing rank Abo- 
litionism in their tracts. The South does not choose 
to contribute to any such dii-tj work* 

As it regards the Sunday Sohool causo, whose head* 
quartm are in this city, its Treasurer, a pious Anti- 
Sbivcry man, has proved a defaulter to the tune of 
about eighty thousand dollars, by speculating in Morm 
MuUicauUs. The South has no money to embark in 
this sort of enterprise. 

As it regards the Bible cause, the people of the 
South glory in promoting thatj but we are growing in- 
diifercnt towards keeping so many in offices, upon high 
salaries, while they distribute as many Abolition docu* 
ments, as they do Bibles and Testaments ! 

iiis statistical comparison of the Isorth and South, 
I will not only meet to-morrow evening, but I will show 
that the reverse of what he said is true, and as a fair 
debater I notify him of it, and call on him to come pre- 
pared to suitaia Limself with the proof. 1 shall prove 
what I say on the subject. 

He notified us last evening, that this being a great 
Kational question, he would not stoop to answer ques* 
tions of low ribaldry. Indeed ! On what strange meat 
has this our hero fed, that he has grown so great ! The 
question I propounded to him is, and I now repeat it- 
Would he be willing to see his daughter married to the 
son of such distinguiahed bueh negroes as Sam. Ward 
or Fred. Douglass ? This may be a dark question, but 
it is a great Domestic question, intimately connected 
with the great l^ational question ! I still call for an 
answer. Let him say Tes or No ! If he will not con* 
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Bent to a union of this character in his own family, why 
is he so loud, and apparently so earnest in his argu- 
ments to persuade others to do so ? Does he preach a 
doctrine he is not willing to practice ? Does he ask me 
and others to introduce gentlemen of color into our 
domestic circles, and is umvilling to pny whether ho 
would extend to them a similar courtesy i A want of 
candor in refusing to answer the question, shows a want 
of faith in the correctness and propriety of his own 
theory. " Thou helicvest that there is one God ; thou 
doest well : the deviU also believe, and tremble. But 
wilt then know^ 0 vain man, that faith without works 
is dead V These are the teachings of the New Testa- 
ment (James 2d and 19, 20), a book, by the way, whicb. 
sanctions slavery, and which, in consequence thereof, 
the gentleman thinks is only fit for a foot-ball ! 

Will he do it ? No, not hunl He will answer it as 
he has answered all my arguments, by going off on 
some side issues. He promised to reply to my scrip- 
tural arguments, and to meet the express passages I 
laid before lum; but he has never done it, and never 
will. 

He concluded by declaring that it was high time 
that slavery was abolished in the South, and by 
inuendo intimated that it would he done. And as he 
avowed his determination to labor in the cause, shoulder 
to shoulder with others of his kind, perhaps it will be 
gratifying to him to know when the good work be 
accomplished^ I am able to tell him the precise time when 
his labors will terminate, and he can communicate it 
to his CO laborers. When the angel Gabriel sounds the 
last loud trump of God, and calls the nations of the 
19 
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earth to judgment — then, and not before, will slavery 
be abolished south of Masoa and Dixon's* line ! Work 
OQy brother Prjne, in the good cause — there is a good 
time coming, and I hope you may he there to 
Bee it! 

The gentleman's denunciation of the late Mr. Brooks, 
of South Oaroiina, and his application of the term 
ruffian to him, were in very bad taste, since that gifted 
and brave man is in his grave, and has been for a length 
of time. Mr. Brooks was an honorable, generous, and 
high-minded gentleman; and he who says otherwise is 
the ilanderer of the dead^ and the perpetrator of a 
falsehood unworthy of a professor of the Christian 
religion ! 

As I am still within my time, I will say a word as 
to his comparison of the soil and extent of territory 
in New York and North Carolina. Why single ont 
Korth Carolina? She is a gallant State. The first 
blood in defence of American liberty was shed there, 
and the first Declaration of Independence was issued 
there. God bless North Carolina 1 Bat she is an old 
and small State, compared with others in the South, 
and much of her soil is thin and worn-out. Why not 
call up Texas, side by side with the great State of New 
York. Texas will make three such States; and be- 
tween the soil, as to fertility, and the climate, as 
adapted to agricultural pursuits and stock-raising, 
there is no comparison. 

Why not call up Arkansas? According to the re- 
cords of the general land-office of Arkansas, she has 
an area of 55,000 BqiOLic miles, ec^ual to TXiiRTY-riVB 
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MILLIONS OF AOBSs! And this is exclusive of her 

territory covered by rivers, lakes, and unexplored 
swamps, which will, in the course of a few years, be 
in a high state of cultivation, and covered over with 
Southern negroes, cheerful, contented, and happy, as 
all Soutlicrn negroes are whose minds are not poisoned 
by the false representations of such unprincipled Abo- 
litionists as the one who will follow me in a short time I 
Let me tell him that Arkansas alone is equal to the 
States of Ehode Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and Maine! 
Or, if the gentleman plense, Arkansas is as large as 
the great State of New York, with New Jersey and 
Connecticut thrown in! 

But, gentlemen, you shall hear from me to-morrow 
evening, as to the extent of the territory of the South, 
and her vast capabilities. The wealth of a people ia 
to be estimated by their surplus productions. All the 
cutci piiscs of peace and war depend on what a nation 
is able to spend. The Reports of the Secretary of 
the Treasury show, that the exports of the United 
States amounted last year to ^^270,000, 000, exclusive 
of LTolil and forcii^n merchandise re-exported. Of this 
amount, the productions of the South are $18o,000,000. 
In addition to this, we sent to the North, from the 
Slave States, $35,000,000 of onr surplus productions, 
worth, when manufactured, $220,000,000, equal to 
$16.66 per head of our population, supposing it to be 
twelve millions — a dividend which no nation on earth 
can show ! I thus advertise the gentleman of what is 
coming, that he may prepare to meet it 1 
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Thanking jou for joiir alien tioui I jield the stand 
to our hero of freedom and amalgamation^ whose style 
can bnt remind yon of the lines of Wordsworth 

"AmoDg the rooka and winding craga— 
Among the monntuns ikr away — 
Once more the Abb boa lengthened out 
More raefullj and endlesa ahont. 
The long dry tee-eaw of his horrible bray V* 
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•'OUGHT AMElilCAN SUYERY TO BE PERPETUATED?" 
Negativb, IY. — Bt Abrah Frtkb. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: — Permit me, before I 
proceed to my argument of this evening, to brush 
away from the track of this debate two or three little 
incidental matters which have been introduced by my 

opponent. 

In the first place, allow me to say that the coarse, 
vulgar^ and brutal allusion to myself and my family, I 
shall not tonch in definite terms, nor stoop to answer. 
Gentlemen, I stooped ^uite enough when I engaged in 
this debate. 

Let me say, however, that under the instructions of 
their own good mother, my children are taught the 

principles of freedom and liumanitj; and yiiould my 
daughter, on reaching the years of womanhood, be 
asked for her hand by any lordly stripling of the lash, 
she would answer in the language of Whittier's Yankee 
Girl: 

"With a scora iu her eye wliicli the gaziT could feel, 
And a glance like the suoi^hiiie that fhuihes oa steel. 

**Go Lack, haughty Soutliron ! thy treusares of gold 
Are dim with the blood of the hearts thou hast sold; 
Thy home may bo lovely, but round it I hear 
The crack of the whip and the footsteps of fear 1 

19* (221) 
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•'And tbe tkj of tbj Soath maj be brighter tban onn, 
And greener thy lendBcapes aod furer thy flowers ; 

But dearer the blast roand onr moaotains which raves, 
Than the sweet summer zcphjr which breathes over slaves 1 

"Full low at thy bidding thy negroes may kneel. 
With the iron of bondage on spirit and heel ; 
Yet know that the Yankee girl sooner would be 
In fetters with them, than in freedom with theeT' 

A single word as to tbe practical question of the 

mixture of the races. I believe it was Henry Clay who 
computed yihat number of years it would take, accord- 
ing to the progress of Southern amalgamation, to 
bleach the whole slare population white. If gentlemen 
wish to see where this evil prevails^ let them look at 
the variegated colors in the South. 

During this discussion, there have been repeated 
allusions to Northern men, and they have been held up 
to scorn as guilty of pusillanimity and hypocrisy. Mr. 
Garrison (vrith whom I do not agree, but whom I honor 
as a noble and true man), and Henry Ward Beecher 
and others, have been made the objects of such attacks. 
Why, gentlemen, if this anti-slavery enterprise had 
done no other good than to bring into public view those 
loity and glorious characters that lead it, realizing onco 
more the old heroic age in their manifestations of moral 
heroism, it would be well worth all it has cost. 

And, gentlemen, although Northern men have some- 
times been altogether too much disposed to criuge to 
the South, I believe that Pennsylvania has had a man 
[Ghrow] who, in the last Congress, was able to show 
that Northern blood, although slow in rising, is, when 
onco up, quite able to protect its rights. 
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Criminal statistics with reference to the North have 
been given bj mj opponent; and he has laid great 
8tro88 on the number of criminals in the State of New 
York. In passing I would merely remark, what you 
ail doubtless understand, that the city of New York 
being the great entrepot of the contiixent^ the mass of 
foreigners from all nations flock there; so that, of 
course, whatever may be the other conditions, there 
will be more criminals there. Besides, the very class 
of criminals that the North punishes, go unwhipped of 
justice in the South. 

We send to prison our robbers, thieves, and mur- 
derers — our violators of female chastity — our de- 
frauders of the laborer — our ruffians who commit assault 
—our abductors of young girls from their homes and 
parents ; while the South sends to Congress her ruffians 
who commit rape — ^her robbers of cradles — ^her viola- 
tors of wives, sellers of maidens — her maimers of men, 
and whippers of women. Besides, the single State of 
New York has a population one-third as great as all 
the Slave States, counting in their slaves ; so that in 
criminal statistics, she ought to balance Jive of the 
largest Slave States. Lock up your criminals in those 
five States, and then we will count with you. 

Northern infidelity has been much harped on in the 
speeches of my opponent. Gentlemen, there arc two 
kinds of infidelity. There is one kind that prays — 
and steals negroes; that sings psalms — and whips 
women; that cants theology — and robs cradles! 
However sound Southern theology may be in its 
theory — practical infidelity, scorning the rights of 
man, disregarding the claims of humanity, trampling 
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on the laws of God, is the general praetiee of the 
South ; and its theology will never he able to fill the 

wide chasm between its profession of religion and its 
practices. If wo must have infidelity of cither type, I 
much prefer that type of unbelief which is question- 
able in its theory, to the most orthodox theology, when 
60 cruel, wicked, and inhumnn In its practices. 

My o])por]cnt has thought proper to scorn, and flout 
at the Methodist Church of the fTorth. I am not a 
Methodist, nor a defender of the Methodist Ohurch 
North ; but let me say that, wliatevcr there is of ritrht 
and of power in that church, it has reared itself iuto 
the respect and esteem of the Christian world, because 
of the recent movement among the Methodists North 
against American Slaver}'. All through central New 
York — by virtue of the efforts of the Methodist Anti- 
Slavery paper, started on an independent basis — the 
spirit of Abolitionism is rising so high in the Methodist 
Church North, that, if the next General Conference 
should not cast out every slaveholder within its bounds, 
there will be another division, and one that will purify 
the Methodist Church North, and make it Anti-Slavery. 

I have found it difficult to g3t from my opponent the 
material of this debate, and have been compelled to 
allude, in my previous addresses, to many arguments 
not yet offered by him, but which are usually urged on 
the Pro-Shiverj' side of the (^ucsiiou. I shall pursue 
to-night the same course. 

One argument often urged against the Anti-Slavery 
men of the North, is, that the agitation of the freedom 
of the slave ieiids to violate the compromises — the 
guarantees to the South, entered into on the formation 
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of the American Oonstitntion. Where are those gua- 

rantees? Are they really ff inid in the Constitution, 
or do lliey exist only in the brains of Southern men ? 
Are they in the preamble^ which I read and commented 
upon the other night ? Are they in this clause t 

" No person shall he deprived of life^ Itberfif or propertyi 
without due process of law.'' 

Yet three millions of persons have, without the sha- 
dow of a shade of legal process, been deprived of liberty, 

and even of the right to own property, by the South, 
which claims a right to do this, guarantied by the Con- 
stitution. What is due process of law " but a trial by 
jury ? Is it " due process of law *' when a man is im- 
prisoned or placed in bondage, even before he is ac- 
cused ? Is it " due process of law ** when the lash is 
laid upon him without a legal trial? Garry out this 
clause of the Constitution in its proper spirit, and so 
far from being a guarantee of slavery, it will prove a 
guarantee of freedom, and will sweep American slavery 
from the nation. 

" * Due process o/Iaw,* This phrase (a technical term in 
law) means indictment and trial by jury, for some alleged 
crime, and verdict and sentence in open court. For this de- 
finition wc have the authority of Lord Coke, Judge Story, 
(in his Commentaries,) and nhn of Judge Bronson. (Hill's 
Reports, IV., 140.) By tlic latter two, the definition is 
made to apply to the Constitution of the United States. And 
Judge Bronson's decision sets aside a State euacfmcnf, on 
the ground that it takes away property without this ' due 
process of law/ Then h'bertj/ cannot be taken away without 
the same ' due process of law,' even though a State enactment 
could he produced in support of it. The writ of Ilaheos Oor^ 
pus, as before shown, secures this * due process of law ' for 
all who are held in slavery, and the process would release 
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them all. No slave in America was ever reduced to slavery 
by '^due procos? of law.' It is impossible thus to enslave 
men, lor tliouiih persons may be imprisoned ft>r criiiie, uuder 
* due proccijis oi" law/ and, to that extent, deprived of liberty, 
yet they cnnnot thus be reduced to 'goods and chattels per- 
sonal/ or mnde the * property ' of their fellow-mcn. Tliere 
is 1)0 legal process fur this; nor can it be done, even when, 
in cases of invasion ur rebellion, the public safety may re- 
quire ' * the writ of habeas corpus ' to * be suspended/ There 
IB neither law nor yalld precedent for any such process."— « 
National Charters^ Goodei. 

Batvhere^ in the Gonstitatioiii will we find these 
guarantees in fayor of slayerj ? In that clause which 

declares tliat the habeas corpus shall not be suspended 
-^that glorious writ that the stern old barons wrung 
from the tyrant King John, and which our fathers wore 
into the Constitution of the United States — ^that writ 
under -which every man restrained of his freedom has 
the right to appeal to the courts, and have an investi- 
gation into the cause of his detention. Let that writ 
he issued hy the Judges of the United States Courts, 
as they nre bound to issue it, under the Constitution, 
on the complaint of every slave in this nation. Under 
that clause which provides that no person shall be de- 
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law," let them inquire why these slaves are held in 
bondage, and let them find the law for American slavery. 
Under the writ of habeas corpus^ tried by a judge 
worthy of the bench, every slave in the nation would 
be set free; for tlie Coiisti^ution of the United k:5Laiei 
would bear liim out in that decision. 

It may be replied, perhaps, that Judge Taney has 
made the Dred Scott decision, in which he says that 
black men have no rights which white men arc bound 
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to respect. I admit that irhen a judge descends from 

the dignity of the judicial station, prostitutes his high 
ofiice, and becomes the mere caterer of a political party, 
turns the United States Court room into a political 
caucus, makes his decisions under the pressure of poli* 
tical iiifluence — you cannot trust him to carry out the 
Constitution, or anything else. But when we have such 
judges, ve are not without redress. Men do not live 
always. We shall, I hope, get very soon a better set 
of judges upon the bench of the Supreme Court ; and 
then, under those clauses of the Constitution that I 
have named, American slaTery can be and will be abo- 
lished. Gentlemen, I hare no apology to offer for 
bringing to bear upon men in high places who are de- 
relict in their duty, as scathing a rebuke as I would 
direct at the humblest mechanic in Philadelphia, did I 
deem him guilty of as flagrant an offence. 

Judge Taney's decision is based upon the historical 
£ction, that when the Constitution was framed, no con- 
siderable body of people in the country regarded the 
negro as having any rights, and therefore the Consti- 
tution, whatever its language, cannot be supposed to 
recognise any rights for liim. I explode this assump- 
tion by quoting from the history of the times immedi- 
ately preceding the adoption of the Constitution. 

William Pinckney said in 1789, the very year the 
Constitution was adopted : 

Sir— Iniquitous and most dishonorable to Maryland, is 
tliat dreary system of partial bondage which licr laws have 
hitherto supported with a solicitude worthy of a better object, 
and her citizens by their practice, countenanced. Founded 
10 a disgraceful traiiio, to which the parent country lent ita 
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fostering aid, from motiTea of interest, but which even she 
would have disdained to eneonnge; had England been the 
destined mart of such iohnman merchandise^ its continuance 
is as shameful as its origin.'^ 

In the Convcation that drafted the Constitution — 

"Mr. Mndison declared, he * thought it wrong to nclunt in 
the Constitution the idea that there could be property in 
luen/— 3 3f<uf. Pap., 1420. 

"Ou motion of Mr. liaiidolpli, the word 'SERVi iUDE* was 
Ftruck out, and ' skrvice' unanimously inserted — the former 
being thuup;lit to express the condition of bLAVES, and the 
latter the obligation of tree persons." — lb. 3., p. 1569. 

In the Virginia Convention to ratify the Constitution, 
Patrick Henry argued potver of Congress, under 
the United States' Constitution^ to abolish slavery/ in 
the States" and added : 

"Another thing will contribute to bring this event about. 
Slavery is detested. We feel its effects. We deplore it with 
all the pity of humanity." — Debates Va. ConventioiHy p. 463. 

" In the debates of the North Carolina Convention, Mr. 
Iredell, afterwards a Judge of the United States Supreme 
Court, said — * When the entire abolition of slavery takes 
place, it will be an event which must be pleasinp; to every 
generous mind, and every friend of human nature.' — 
Power of Congress," &c., pp. 31-2. 

And yet Judge Taney says nobody believed at that 
time that the negro had any rights to be respected. 

Another defence offered by the South against the 
abolition of their slave system is, that their slave pro- 
perty cannot be interfered with without the violatiou 
of State sovereignty. What is State sovereignty ? Is 
it the unrestrained power to inflict wrong in the name 
of law ? Sovereignty has its own natural limits. Qod 
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himself is not a sovereign in such a sense that he has 
a right to do wrong ; nor is any State sovereign in such 
a sense. The sovereignty of the States is hounded by 

the objects and purposes for which States are instituted, 
and only sweeps the area of their legitimate power, 
which is to protect the rights of man. When a State, 
under its claim of State sovereignty, wields its power, 
not for the protection of the rights of man, but for the 
destruction of the rights of more than half its inhabi- 
tants, such an act. so far from being in harmony with 
the principles of State sovereignty, is in harmony only 
with the principles of State villany. I deny the ex- 
istence of any State sovereignty which confers a power 
to do wrong. 

Cromwell, when charged with wanting allegiance 
to the king, in demanding the execution of Charles, 

replied : 

**No, I am true in my allegiance to the king. Bring me 
A king, and I am ready to bow down to him, to do him reve- 
rence, to obey his autliority. But this thirifj that you have 
here is a beardless, effeminate boy; there is no kingship about 
him, no royalty in his soul, nothing kingly in his person or 
his life; and by virtue of all my regard for true kinply 
dignity, 1 iiia bound to see that this tlLuuj be ui^jjlacud irum 
the seat of the king." 

So say I with reference to State sovereignty. I am 
ready to how to State sovereignty, and pay her alle- 
giance. But when you bring me in the presence of 

State villany, and deiiiand, in the name of State sove- 
reignty, that I shall do her homage, I answer, " This 
thing to which you ask mo to bow, is not State sove* 
20 



Digitized by Google 



280 



NEOATIV£| IV 



reignty ; it is State villanj i State sovereignty demands 
the freedom of every slave." 

Besides, State sovereignty must be limited by the 
other clause of the Constitution : 

^' Conirress shall jiiiarantcG to every State of this Uoioa a 
repubiicaD form of govern men t." 

The States, I take it, have, no sovereignty that over- 
rides this power of Congress to guarantee to every 
State a republican form of government ; and if slavery 

is at all points antagonistic to the true idea of republi- 
can government, the very guarantee to each State of a 
republican form of government would sweep slavery 
from the nation. 

Another objection to the Anti-Slavery movement 
often made by Southern men, is, that the agitation of 
this slavery question will drive the South out of tho 
Union. Well, what of it? What if the agitation 
Bhould drive the Southern States out of tho Union? 
Who cares ? Not I. What interest has the North in 
the Union 7 Of what value is the Union to us when 
we have been used to catch the slaves of the South — 
when the Union has tied us to the incubus of American 
slavery? Of what value is it to us when what the 
South wants of us is that we should help her fight her 
battles for slavery ? Though I am not a disunionist, 
yet I cannot, by any demonstration, be made to shrink 
from affirming that if the question be, whether slavery 
shall be abolished by the dissolution of the Union, or 
shall continue without its dissolution, I am, such being 
the terms, no defender of the Union. 

But, gentlemen, I am not in the least afraid that the 
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South will go out of the Union. Visiting the count j 

poor-house before I left home, I saw the paupers, "who 
were most of them cripples or infirm, eating their com- 
fortable dinner, everything around flhoiring that they 
were well cared for, I cannot but think that this 
threat of the South that she will dissolve the Union, 
has just as much pith and weight as would the threat 
of those county paupers, that if they could not have 
their own way, they would dissolre the union with the 
county. I rather think that the county could get 
along without them, and that the North would survive 
a dissolution of the Union. 

All this bluster about going out of the Union is not 
worth the wind it costs. It reminds me of a story I 
have heard. A young man, who wished to be con- 
sidered a great fighting character, rushed into a crowd 
with much bluster and noise, and wanted to whip some- 
body. His father, pretending to be fearful that he 
might do some damage, rushed in ai':er him, caught 
him and held him, calling on others to assist him, 
declaring that he was a terrible fellow in a fight. 
Presently, a brawny Yankee stepped forward and 
st^iiarcd ofi, exclaiming, "If that fellow wants to fight, 
let him come on !" The noisy bully did not like the 
looks of his eye, and had no notion to fight, only 
intending to get a reputation for courage cheap ; and 
frightened by this unexpected turn of afikirs, in an 
agony of fear cried out to those around him : " IIolcl 
that other fellow i hold that other fellow, some of you I 
X guess dad can manage me." So the South will cry 
out, when she sees that the North is ready to leavo 
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the Union : llold that other fellow, some of yon I I 
guess dad can manage me.'' 

Let me, in this connection, relate another anecdote. 
A tall six footer in Western New York was in the 
habit of getting drunk occasionally. In one of these 
drunken fits, he determinined that he would frighten 
his wife, by making her believe that he intended to 
Bmash all her crockery-ware. So, when he reached 
home, he put on as solemn a manner as he could com- 
mand, and said to her: ''Polly, set all the dishes out 
on the table, for I am going to break them all — every 
one of them." Polly at once set them out, and then, 
taking an old cracked pitcher, she dashed it upon the 
hearth, breaking it into a hundred pieces, and cidled out 
to him : " Come on, Seth, I'll help you." •* Polly," says 
Sctb, " I guess you can set up the dishes for the 
present.*' So the South is ready to make a great 
noise, and threaten to break all the dishes, so long as 
she thinks she frightens the North ; but let the North 
show a disposition to meet her half-way, and she will 
say : " Polly, I guess you can set up the dishes." 

My opponent has asserted that the right of property 
in man is a universal right acknowledged in all nations. 
I answer him in the magnificent sentences of Lord 
Brougham : 

" Tell me not of rights ; talk not of the property of the 
planter in his slaves. I deny the rij^ht ; I acknowledge not 

tlie property. In vain you tell me of laws that sanction such 
u claim. There is a law above all the enactuieats of lunnan 
codes — the same tlironghout the world, the same in all 
Uuii s : it is the law written by the finger of God on the 
hearts of men ; and by that law^ unchangeable and eternal, 



Digitized by Google 



BT ABRAM PBTITB. 



233 



wliild men despise fraud and loathe rapine, and abbor blood, 
they shall reject with indignation the wild and guilty phan- 
taay that man can bold property in man.'' 

I am satisfied to offset the sentiments of Brongbam 

against the assertion of my opponent. The assump- 
tion of the right of property in man is too plain a case 
to argue* Some things cannot be made more plain by 
argument) and the rigbt of man to self-ownership is 
an axiom. 

Hefcrencc has been made to the testimony of the 
the Eather^, as being in favor of slavery. We have 
been told that Washington and Jefferson, and the 
other founders of the Bepablic, supported the slave 

system. 

I read the testimony of Gen. Washington. In a 
letter to John F. Merceri dated Sept.—, 1786, Gen* 

Washington says: 

(<I never mean, unless some particnlar circnmstances 
shonld compel me to it, to possess another slave by purchase, 
it being among my firtt wishes to see some plan adopted by 
which slavery, in this country, may be abolished by Uw.'^ 

I conld give you extracts from other letters c^ulte as 
peiliMCiit; but it is unnecessary to detain you with 
reading them. 

Let us hear the voice of Jefferson: 

*^ There most doubtless be an unhappy influence on tliG 
manners of our people, produced by the existeuce of slavery 
among us. The whole comniorce between most of slaves is 
a perpetual exercise of the njusi b^jisteruus passions — tho 
most unremitting despotism on the one part, and degrading 
submissions on the other/' 

>|c 4^ * ♦ * « 

20* 
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"And can the liberties of a nation be tboujrbt secure, 
wlien we have removed their only firm basis — a conviction 
in the minds of the people tliat those liberties are of the gift 
of God; that they are not to be violated but with His wrath? 
Indeed J I tremble for mtj country whni I rpjlect that God 
is just ; that His Justice cannot sleep forever; that, consi- 
dering numbers, nature, and natural means only, a revolutiou 
of the wheel of fortune, an exchange of situations, is among 
possible events; that it may become probable by supernatu- 
ral interference I The Almighty ha% no attribute which can 
take $ide9 v>ith us in $uch a contest.^* 

I could multiply quotations from Jefferson to the 

same effect. 

What i& the voice of Madison? Advocating the 
abolition of the slave-trade, he said: 

The dictates of humanity, the principles of the people, 
the national safety and happiness, and prudent policy, re<|uire 

it of us. It is to be hoped that, by expressing a national 
disapprobation of the trade, we nv\y destroy it, and save our 
country from reproaches, and our posterity from the imbeci- 
lity ever atteadaot on a country Med with slaves/' 

Monroe says : 

"We have found that this evil has preyed upon the very 
vitals of the Union, and ha3 been prejudicial to ail the States 
in which it has existed/' 

Hear the language of Patrick Henry: 

" It would rejoice my very soul that every one of my 
fellow-beings were emancipated. We ought to lament and 
deplore the necefjsity of holding our fellow-men in bondage. 
Believe me, I shall honor the Quakers for their noble efforts 
to abolish slavery." 

John Randolph^ in a letter to Wm. Gibbons^ in 

1820, says: 
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'^Wiili UDfeigned respect and regard, and as sincere a 
deprecation of the extension of slayery and its horrors, as 
aoj other man, be he Ttrhom he may, I am your friend, in 
the literal sense of that mnch-abused word. I say much 
abused, becanse it is applied to the leagues of vice, and ava- 
rice, and ambition, instead of good-will toward man from 
lovo of Him who ia the Prince of Peace/' 

Thus I could go on, and give you page after page 
of similar testimony, from men of the South as well 

as the North. But I will only add the testimony of 
the "Old Dominion" — of Virginia herself — before she 
found that she could make money bj breeding slaves. 

The Virginia Society for the Abolition of Sla- 
very," orejanized in 1791 (in those days, they had an 
Abolition Society in Virginia!), addressed Congress in 
these words: 

Your memorialists, folly aware that righteousness exalt- 
eth a nation, and that slavery is not only an odicuM degra- 
da (ion f but an oulraffeou9 violation of one of the moit essential 

rights of human nature, and titferl^ repugnant to the precepts 
of the Gospel, which breathes 'peace on earth and good- will 
to men/ lament that a practice so inconsistent with true 
policy and the inaJicnahh' rif/hts of mf^n, should subsist in 
so euliglitencd an age, and amoug a people professing that 
all mankind are, by nature, equally entitled to freedom^ 

The first General Congress of the colonies assembled 
in Philadelphia in September, 1774. Preparatory to 

^h^it measure, the Convention of Virginia assembled in 
August of that year, to appoint delegates to the Gene- 
ral Congress. An exposition of the rights of British 
America, by Mr. Jeflferson, was laid before this Con* 

ventioij, of which the following is an extract : 
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^ The abolition of domestic slavert is the greatesl 

object of desire in these Colonies, where it uras UDhappily 
introduced in their infant f:tate. But, previous to the en- 
franchisement of the slaves, it is necessary to exclude further 
iniportation-s from Africa. Yet our repeated attempts to 
efiect this by prohibitions, and by imposing duties which 
might amount to prohibition, havp born hitherto defeated by 
his Majesty's negative; thus prufcrrini^ the immediate ad- 
vantage of a few African corsairs to the lasting interests of 
the American States, and the rights of human nature, deeply 
Wounded by this infamous practice/' — Am. Archives, ith 
series, vol. i. p. G9G. 

The Virginia Convention, before separating, adopted 
the following resolution: 

'^Resolvedf We wiii neither oaiselTes import, nor purehase 

any slave or slaves imported by any other person, after the 
first day of Xovember next, either from Africa, the WSST 
Indies, or amy oth&b. place/' — Ibid, p. 687. 

North Carolina also held her PlroTinoial Con?ention 
in August of the same year, and 

"Bcsolvedf That we will not import any slave or slaves, or 
purchase any slave or slaves imported or brouglit into the 
Province by others, from any part of the world, after ^e first 
day of November next" — Ibid, p. 735. 

€^rgia spoke as follows: 

"We, tlicrefore, the Representatives of the extensive 

District of Daricn, in the colony of Georgia, having now 
assembled in Congress, by authority and free choice of the 
inluibitants of said District, now freed from their fetters, do 

resolve : 

**To show the world that we are not influcneod by any 
coulracted or interested motives, but a general phihxnthropy 
for ALL MANKIND, of whatever climate, language, or com- 
plcsioii, wc iiereby declare our disapprobation and'abborrenco 
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of the Qonaiiml praotiee of slaTery in Amerioa (howover 
Ihe uncultivated state of our oouotrj, or other speeions argtt- 
ments, may plead for it), a practice founded in injustice and 
cruelty, and highly dangerous to our liberties (as well as 
Htcs), debasing part of our fellow-creatures below men, and 
' corrupting the virtue and morals of the rest^ and is laying 
the basis of that liberty we contend for (and which we pray 
the Almighty to continue to the latest posterity), upon a very 
wrong foundation. We^ therefore, Besolve, at all times to 
use our utmost endeavors for the manumission of our slaves 
iu this colony, upon the most safe and equitable footing for 
the master and themselves.'' Jan. 12th, 1775. — Ibid. p. 
1136. 

You will now agree, I think, that the testimonj of 
the Fathers is on mj side, not that of my opponent* 
In the course of this debate, much has been said 

against the efforts to abolish slavery, because of the de-' 
graded character and mode of life of such colored per- 
sons as have escaped to the North ; and my opponent 
has given you the horrors of the state of society in Ca- 
nada. It has been affirmed that the slave is unable to 
take care of himself. How happens it, then, that he 
takes care of himself and his master ? for his master 
does not work. Poor fellow ! he must have a hard task 
to take care of himseli", with a half-dozen lazy whites 
hanging to the skirts of his tattered garments to filch 
their living out of him. What is it but adding insult 
to injury, when you thus load him with fetters, steal 
his vfngcBy and then affirm that he cannot take care of 
himself ? 

But let us see whether the slaves that escape to the 
North are able to take care of themselves. Let us see 

Vihiit is tbeir character with the people of Canada. I 
read an extract from the Toronto Journals 
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'^Tlic colored people of Toronto arc an example in point 
of industry, sobrietj, and morality, to their white neighbon. 
Out of 5346 persons oommitted to Toronto jail, last year, 
5208 were white men and women ! ! ! Out of 1057 ladies 
committed, only cin;ht were colored. We judge people by 
their conduct, nol by their color J* 

Let me read to you also the testimony of an ez-she* 
riff in Canada : 

I bayo also great pleasure in statingi tbat so far as my 
koowledgc of the colored population of Toronto is concerned, 
great credit ia due to them for their general good conduct 
and industry, and that during the long period in which I 

continned to hold the office of Sheriff, fewer convictions for 
offences took place in the Superior Courts and CJourts of 
Quarter b'essions, which I had to attend, than, when com- 
j>ared with the white population, mip;ht have been expected. 

" 1 remain, Sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 
<^W. li. Jarvis, 
Formerly a Captain in the Queen's Kangers and Ex 
Sheriff." 

Let me now make a few remarks, suggested by the 
speech my opponent has given you to-night. He has 
given US a rehash of that long historical story, which 
he went over on the first evening of the debate, ahout 
the existence of slavery from the first ages until the 
present time. I replied to him on the eveninc^ when 
this course of argument was first offered ; and I will 
only give in substance the same answer to-night. Is a 
giant wrong any the less a wrong because its locks are 
gray with age 1 Supposing it to have existed through 
all ages, does that fact change the blackness of its in- 
famy to the whiteness of innocence? or does it not 
rather deepen its dark stains of damning guilt before 
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the moral sense of the whole world? Does it make 
murder right because it began with Cain, and has ex- 
isted from that day to this ? So Blayery (even admit- 
ting that it has existed in all agies and all nations) has 
existed as an outrage upon man, and gains no sanction 
of justice because it began its atrocities almost with the 
creation of the human race. 

It has been urged on the other side that Africa has 
been blessed by slavery, or rather, that Africa is such 
a horrid place that it is a blessing to the slave to bring 
him here. Let me tell the gentleman what made the 
coast of Africa so desolate, and what has contributed 
80 much to the ruin of the people along the coast. 
They wore as happy and contented as are those in the 
interior, until the slave-traders of the civilized world 
came to them mth the vices of the slaveholders of the 
South, dealing out whiskey among them ; inciting the 
tribes to war one with the other; scattering the fire- 
brands of destruction among them; exciting them, by 
appeals to their cupidity, to conquer their fellows and 
sell them into slavery. That dark, deep heathenism, 
wliich is to be found on the coasts of Africa, has 
gathered the blackest tinge of its enormity from the 
slave-trade, and from the efforts of the South and other 
portions of the world, to gain slaves from that region. 

Eead the travels of Dr. LivinL'ston. lias he not 
found in the interior of Africa a people who, not having 
been cursed by this horrid trade, are far advanced in 
enlightenment, and farther advanced in humanity than 
a great many professed Christians of America. They 
have built large towns, have rich agricultural districts, 
and are in a position to command the respect of the 
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world as much as any nation destitute of the blessinga 
of Christianity. 

Admitting that the condition of Africa is had enough, 
how is it hettered hy slavery nnd the slave-trade? 
Ts it not rather injured, depressed, made iiiiiuitely worse 
by the c ntinued existence of American slavery? 

The Bible argument has again to-night been touched 
on. I shall not weary you by a textual argument, but 
permit me to offer a few reflections founded on the 
genius and spirit of true Christianity, shedding the 
light of its glorious principles upon this dark subject. 

Christianity sustains slavery— does it ? Jesus came 
among us to hang the world in chains — did he? The 
law that he proclaims justifies robbing mothers of their 
children and wives of their husbands— does it ? What 
is the language of that law? The whole sum of Chris- 
tianity is thus condensed into a few sentences : 

Thou shfilt love the Tyord thy God with nil thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength;" aud "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as th^self.'^ 

And when the commentary on this passage is given 
in the story of the Grood Samaritan, we learn that our 
neighbor is he who is in distress, who has fallen among 
thieves. In short, our neighbor is the slave, who has 
fallen among the thieves of this nation. 

The very genius of the command I have quoted 
requires that we should act the part of the Good Sama- 
ritan towards the slave— should see that his wounds he 
bound up, and that he be protected in his rights against 
the thieves that would despoil him. 

Do you ask me to believe for an instant that Jesus^ 
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as he looks down from hearen to-night over the broad 
expanse of the South — as His ear catches the piteous 

cry of the babe bereft of a mother's care, because that 
mother is under the lash — as He hears the deep groan 
of the poor slave who, on his hard couch is mourning 
the bitterness of oppression — as He listens to the 
shrieks of maidens, writhing under the whip, because 
thcj will not submit to lust, — do you ask me to believe 
that our glorious Saviour, as His view takes in this 
whole horrid scene of brutality, and outrage, and cruelty, 
is not only indifferent to its horrors, but even throws 
the shield of the Divine sanction over a hell on the face 
of God's earth« 

If jou ask me to believe this, you ask me to cease to 
be a Christian, and turn infidel ! You ask me to change 
names bet\veen God and the devil ; for Satan himself, 
if there is left in his dark heart one particle of sus- 
ceptibility to good and true emotion, cannot be indifferent 
to the wrongs of the slave. Yet I am told here in pious 
phrase, backed up with canting quotations from hymns, 
that the religion of the Bible^ which Jesus Christ came 
into the world to teach^ sanctions, and shields, and 
throws its halo around American slavery ! 

Infidelity, indeed ! Why, if the alternative is to be 
either to accept a religion of this kind or to sink into 
blank infidelity, who wonders that infidelity makes pro- 
gress in the Avurkl ? V> ho wonders that men of mind 
and heart should refuse to swallow a religion which 
demands that they shall accept the American slave- 
system as imp regn ably holy T 

No, gentlemen ; as an humble servant of God, I feel 
proud to do what I may to shield his glorious character 
21 
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from the imputation of beini:^ an abettor of man thieves. 
I am glad to have tho opportunity of proclaiming here 
that the blackest blasphemy ever uttered bj the Hps of 
man is the declaration that God sanctions American 
elavery. 

On such a question as this, I cannot stop to bandy 
texts. Slavery is an attack broadly levelled at the very 
intuitions of our common consoionsness. The great 
principle of freedom is so clearly mirrored in the 
depths of the human soul, that there is no need for me 
to cite Bible texts and historical incidents, or enter 
into a minute examination of the question of races. 
Even the brutes of the field know that the ethics of 
American slavery are false. The horse can detect in 
a moment the presence of humanity; he knows the 
difference between a creature possessing a soul, and a 
piece of furniture — "goods and chattels personal.*' 
Yet the religion, the ethics, the politics of the Souths 
and, I regret to say, of a portion of the North, have 
not yet attained to the perceptions of the horse ! 

In my view, it does not need philosophy, it does not 
need leanung, it does not need quotations from the 
Bible, or from any other source, to settle a question so 
plain as this. The simple fact that God has given each 
man into bis own hands — that lie has stamped His 
own image on his brow — that He has given him the 
consciousness of his own individuality— that He has be- 
stowed on him the power to think, to will, to act, and the 
desire to take care of himself — this is God's own testi- 
mony, written upon the very foundations of human 
nature, declaring that man is entitled to liberty, that 
freedom is bis birthright, and that whoever lays hands 
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upon him to prevent its enjoyment, is violating the 
commands of the Spirit of God himself. 

This is a question which it seems to me affords but 
little ground for argument. It is not more argument 
that the world wants to be convinced of the iniquity 
of American slavery — it is more heart to feel for 
humanity. The difficulty is not a want of intellect, 
of learning, of historical research, of knowledge in 
regard to the races, but it is a want of soul to appreciate 
the dignity, and beauty, and glory of humanity — to 
understand the sacredness of that type of God which 
he has vouchsafed to us in each other's form — to feel 
the influence of the great law of human brotherhood* 
We have been told that American slavery will not be 
abolished until the judgment day. Let me say that the 
man holding such an opinion, but Httle knows the spirit 
of the age. Put your ear to the ground, my friend, 
and you will hear the low, muttering, rolling swell of 
the on-coming wave of humanity and intelligence, that 
shall ere long sweep from the earth every vestige of 
this horrid system. Understand the spirit of the age 
— the impulses of human progress, and the enlargement 
of human sympathies; catch something of the spirit 
which rises up among our Northern bills, and finds its 
manifestation throughout Northern society ; and then 
you will come up to the faith that the day is not far 
distant when every slave on this continent shall be set 
free. 

The whole land has within a few days been in a jubi- 
lant state of excitement, because of the successful lay- 
ing of the great Atlantic Cable. The world is becoming 
a net*work for the communication of intelligence that 
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sliall thrill along the nerves of the electric wire from 
America to Europe, and make the circuit of the globe. 
In this enlightened day, great thoughts, great impulses^ 
and great aims cannot be restrained ; and the spirit of 
American slavery can no more defend itself snccess- 
fuiljr against them than prevent the plunge of Niagara 
over the fall. The time is hastening on, when by 
virtue of the enlarging impulses and vigorous growth 
of the human soul, American slavery shall be abolished. 

Look back even for a few years. In your own city, 
not very long ago, such thoughts as I have nttered 
would have been received with showers of brickbats 
and rotten esrffs. It was then as much as a man's life 
was ^vorth to testify to the truth. I come into the 
Anti-Slavery enterprise at too late a day to understand 
the full force and beauty of this martyr spurit. The 
men who in those days stood true to the j::lorious cause, 
who lifted up tlie banner of righteousaess, and mar- 
shalled the better heart of the nation to see the wrongs 
of the oppressed — ^these men deserve to be embalmed 
iu the memory of future generations ; tlio gratitude 
and love of the world should settle down upon them in 
one benediction. 

What ! stop the impulses of humanity, and prevent 
the abolition of American blavery! A great idea 
never stops ; a glorious human impulse never belittles 
itself, and immortality speaks out in the birth of every 
noble thought. The intuitions of humanity, ever gain- 
ing breadth and strengLii, go onward and in^vard; and 
truth, proving that 

<'Tho eternal years of God are hers,'^ 
moves forward in strength and power to final triumph. 
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I have no fears for the soceess of ibis enterprise- 
no doubts that the slave will be set free — no dread that 
the jubilee will not come, for the hearts of this mighty 
nation havo caught the impulse of freedom, and you 
can never turn back the tide. I have only to say, 
that if in this debate I shall aid in the Lumljlest way 
in giving impetus to the glorious cause, I shall feel 
richly repaid^ and shall rejoice to the last day of my 
life in having had the proad privilege to strike one 
blow for God and man ! 
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Affirmative, V. — By W. G. Browklow- 

Gektlemen, having concladed mj remarks last 

eveniDg fifteen minutes inside of mj time, I may exceed 
mj limits to-night a few minutes, but it shall be very 

• few. 

There is nothing more common in this age of polemic 

warfare, than for every combatant who assails the 
motives, calling, doctrines, or, if you please, the eha" 

* Toeter of another, to claim the right to do so, because 
(as he says) he acts on the defenaive. The reason of 

this must be obvious to every reflecting mind, lie 
who acts in the defensive is entitled to the sympathies 
of the public, because he is supposed to have been un- 
justly assailed ; and these sympathies will justify the 
defender, while the aggressor would justly deserve the 
opprobrium of the intelligent, and the frowns of the 
candid. But, as both the advocates and opponents of 
the South claim to occupy this ground, it is of the ut* 
most importance that this controversy should be settled, 
and that the candid and conservative men, both North 
and South, should be at once enabled to decide to whom 
this high claim belongs. It seldom occurs, in a family 
or neighborhood quarrel, a Church controversy, or a 
dispute between nations, or even sections of the same 

nation, that both of the parties to the dispute are 
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acting on the defensive. Some one eommeneed the 

war; some one is the aggressor; some one is to blarae 
more than another for the existence of said quarrel, or 
controTersy. So it is in the present controversy 
which divides, distracts, and agitates this great Nation^ 
from the cod-fishcries of Maine, to the Gulf of 
Mexico, growing out of the slavery question. Who is 
at fault, the North or South? It is my purpose in 
this, my last of this series of addresses, to set forth 
who is at fault. 

To defend one s self, presupposes an unwarranted 
attack from another — not merely an attack^ but one 
for which there was no just cause. I may attack an 
enemy of uilne — a sworn and uncompromising foe — 
with all the violence of which my nature is capable, 
and still I may act on the defensive, if the previous 
conduct of that enemy, including his threats of per* 
Bonal violence, were such as to render my assault ne- 
cessary to my future safety. You, gentlemen, any of 
you, may attack an enemy in like manner, and still act 
on the defensive^ if the previous threats of that enemy 
were such, in the eyes of the law, as to make that 
attack necessary to your future well-being. Nay, it is 
a principle in municipal law, both in this country and 
in England, that if an evil-disposed person threaten 
Tour life upon sight, you are justified in shooting him 
down upon sight. This was the principle acted upon 
by the gallant Putnam, when he assailed the wolf in 
his den. Putnam made the attack^ but it was in self- 
df fence. The howUngs and prowlings of the "rar- 
minV in tlie neighborhood, to say nothing of liis de- 
oredatious among the live stock of the farmers, could 
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no longer be tolerated. The vile volvcs, attired in 
"sheep's clothing" in Aholitiondom, upon whom 

SouLLirn farmers arc visiting a righteous retribution, 
have bowled about the borders of the Slave States long 
enough. They have prompted insubordination among 
our domestics ; thej hare stolen others, and run them 
oif npon an under-ground railroad ; and they have re- 
bijjted laws passed by Congress to restore to us our 
property. When we declared the War of the Revolu- 
tion, we were acting on the defensive. We declared 
the war, but we did it in self-defence. In the language 
of the Declaration of Independence, Great Britain 
^'kept among us, in time of peacOy standing armies^ 
without the consent of our Legislatures/' ko^j &c. 

Now, fellow-countrymen, how stands the case as 
between the Anti-Slavery men of the North, and the 
Pro-Slavery men of the South? Who commenced the 
^'war of words and fight of quills/' that has raged 
between the opposing sections of North and South, 
for lo ! a quarter of a century past 1 Who has kept up 
the strife, and added fuel to the flame? In the 
language of the. time-honored instrument already 
quoted, *'let facts be submitted to a candid world." 

The Anti-Slavery men of the North, have persever- 
ingly refused us the exercise of those rights the Biblci 
the Constitation, and laws of our country guarantee 
to us, and to our children. Act iv. sec. 2, of the 
Constitution of the United States, declares that, — 

No person held to labor or service in one State, under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in con- 
sequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such labor or service, but shall be delivered on 
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claim of the party to whom sucli service or labor raay 
be due." But this preacher of Abolition righteous 
ness," hns avowed upon this stand, that he intends to 
Btutnp tbe State of New York in favor of Oerritt Smith 
fur <^ovei"norj because he is pledged to call out :lio 
militia of that State, when any attempt is uiude to 
Arrest a fugitive slave. The gentleman is said to own 
stock in the nnder-gronnd railroad, and to be associated 
"with his colored superiors, Douglass and Ward, and 
other ncgro-stealers of Syracuse. This will account 
for his zeal in this infamous cause. 

Now, the Fugitive Slave Law is based on the fore- 
going clause of the Constitution of the United States ; 
and the Supreme Court of the United States, the 
highest judicial tribunal known to this government| has 
declared this Fugitive Slave Law to be constitutionaL 
Yet, Aiiii-iSlavcrv men at tlie North resist this law, 
and thereby rebel against the Constitution and civil 
authorities of the country. 

jPour years after the declaration of American Inde- 
pendence, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts emancipated 
their slaves ; and, eif/ht years thereafter, Connecticut 
and iihode Island followed their example* 

Three years after the last-named event, m Ahalitim 
Society was organized by the citizens of the State of 
New York, with John Jay at its head. Two years 
subsequently) tbe Pennsylvanians did the same thing, 
electing Benjamin Fbanelin to the Presidency of 
their association — he declining to serve! Thirty-eight 
years after Pennsylvania struck off the shackles from her 
slaves, one-third of the convicts in her Penitentiary 
were free negroes ; and one-half of New Jersey's con- 
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▼ieis were free persons of color. Am I called upon for 

the proof in tluso cases, I cite the "Boston Prison 
Discipline Society's lieport," for 1826-7. 

The records in Massachusetts, Connecticut| and 
Rhode Island, did not show such a proportion of 
colored convicts, and for the best of reasons. The 
negroes were not there. Before the laws emancipating 
them could take efiect, the pious Abolitionists hurried 
them round to Virgioia, and the Carolinas^ and sold 
tlicm for the cash. 

Thus are we of the South on the defemive m this 
controversy. And against whom do we wage war? 
It is against the sanctimonious hypocrisy of a band 
that, with words of pitj on the lips, with wailing in 
the tone, with woe upon the visage, and bigotry where 
the heart should have been, continue to agitate this * 
question as they have been doing for years, both in 
and out of Congress. 

The question really is, whether the teachings of the 
BiblOi the provisions of our National Constitution, and 
the decisions of the Supreme Court, on the one hand, 
or tlic dictation of demagogues, on the other, shall rule 
the destinies of the South, and of the Union. Hence, 
our stand is taken, and our purposes immovably fixed. 
Wo have a right to peace under the provisions of the 
Constitution, the acts of Congress, and the decisions 
of the Supreme Court ; and we desire peace ; but we 
see no prospect of quiet, but, on the contrary, that of 
everlasting agitation ! 

I need not here pause to speak of the threats these 
agitators have uttered, respecting the abolition cf 
slavery in the Southern States. One of the file-leaders* 
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wlio represents the party, Sexator Seward, said at a 

mass-meeting in Ohio, only two years ago : 

*'S\svcry can be limited to its' prescDt bouods^ it can be 
ameliorated. It ean be — and it must be— aboushed, and 
you and I can and must do it." 

Oiily a few montlis since, Senator Wade, of Ohio, 
declared that the North Tfas the lord and master of the 
South ; that the South would be compelled to obey her 
lord and master, whether so inclined or hot. Senators 
Wilson, Hale, &c., followed in a like strain, until tho 
victorious jubilations were concluded. Similar scenes 
occurred in the House of Bepresentatives very often 
last session; and from these blustering threats, this 
gentleman defiantly ventured to utter his boast last 
evening, of a similar character. In his fanatical out- 
bursts of wild and fierce denunciation of tho South 
and everything Southern, he is but the echo of such 
demagogues and incendiaries as I have named. Nay, 
he is the satielite of Seward, Smith, k Co., and revolves 
around them as his primary i Their cardinal principles 
are as wicked, as revolutionary, and as vile, as are 
those of the Father of Evil; and they have these 
unblushing, unscrupulous, and unprincipled clerical 
hacks, and others, giving out their hostilities over the 
country ! 

And those who counsel resistance to tho laws and 
to the Constitution of the Republic, like Mr. Seward, 
the people of the South will hold guilty of a high mis- 
demeanor, »nd they will ever treat them as disturbers 

of the public peace, nay, as enemies of the independ- 
ence, the perpetuity, the greatness, and the giory of 
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the Union, under ^vbicb, by tbe blessing of Almighty 
God, we have hitherto so wonderfully prospered ! 

But vhj disturb a system that is beneficial to the 
physical and moral welfare of the negroes? Why 
remove them from the restraint of Christian and civil- 
ized life, and turn them back to savage barbarism, 
penury, want, and starvation, merely for the sake of 
saying they ore free f Of what advantage is freedom, 
if men are not competent to use it, to their own and 
their neighbors* good ? Wliy take away the comfort 
they now enjoy, and turn them out to starve, or steal, 
or to be destroyed by a superior race 7 Why all this 
noise about freedom, when that boasted freedom would 
bring anarchy, poverty, suffering, moral and physical 
desolation to the negro ? Is there any of the spirit 
of Christianity in all this agitation! The examples 
of tbe French Bevolutionists, and the acts of British 
emancipationists, particularly in the West India Islands, 
should be a warning to all American AboHtionists 1 

Negroes in a state of slavery are comfortable and 
prosperous beyond any peasantry in the world, and 
even beyond the most opulent serfs of Europe ; but 
emancipate them, and you irretrievably consign them 
to barbarism. Emancipate the slaves in the Soutbem 
States, and the white population would either leave 
the negroes to "one long day oi" unprofitable ease" — 
leave them to dream of happiness, or their abolition 
sympathizers to dream for them — or they would require 
the negroes to leave the country. 

Really, the only way to civilize and Ohiistianize 
benigtited Africa is to annex that vast contment to tho 
United States, and let our people reduce them to 
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slavery, set them to work, and thus develop the resources 
of Africa. Their lands are the finest in the world, and 
adapted to the culture of coffee, ahove all other lands. 
The English, French, and Spanish people, are not the 
people to own and direct African laborers — they exor- 
cise too much cruelty. God looks to the people of the 
United States to develop the resources of Africa, and 
I honestly believe he requires us to do that work. Talk 
about fiUihiistering^ and the unlawful seizure of territory 
in possession of others ! The Africans have forfeited ' 
their country, by refusing to labor, and to develop its 
resources. Men must labor. If they will not do so 
of their own choice, they must be compelled to do so, 
or starve. The negro will not work without some one 
to make hun do so. Man is doomed to eat bread iu 
the sweat of his face. This he cannot reverse. He 
may dream of ease without labor, but, while be dreams, 
the laws of nature, all against him, are sternly at tbeir 
work. Indolence benumbs the feeble intellect of the 
negro, and inflames his vile passions, driving him into 
the extremes of savage barbarism. Indolence brings 
upon the negro, poverty and want ; it surrounds him 
with temptation ; and then, vice, with all her long train 
of blighting evils, wmds her deadly coils around him, 
and makes him the willing slave of the Devil, to do his 
will upon a scale of savage barbarity, revolting to the 
finer feelings of the soul ! He dreams of peace and 
liberty, without labor, but he reaps a harvest of star- 
vation, poverty, disease, and death. The blossoms of 
his paradise are fine words spoken by Abolitionists, but 
ittf fruits are death* Like the fabled apple of the Dead 
Sea, beautiful without, but ashes within ! 
I repeat, there is no call for the re-opening of the 
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African slave-trade among us: a sufficient stock of 

negroes are in our Southern States, to answer our ends, 
08 well as the ends of Providence, which, shocking as 
the sentiment maj be to jour ears, are in perfect 
harmony I Hamitie service is now a blessing to these 
United States, and it is a blessing to the slaves in 
bondage, though the vwde of its transplantation was 
an abomination ! 

In future, then, the theatre for the achievement of 
the happiness of the African race, is not the United 
States — it is Africa, Utopia is not the field — it must 
be abandoned. Let us seize upon the vast territory 
of Africa, cultivate its rich soil, and force its millions 
of indolent, degraded, and starving natives, to labor, 
and thereby elevate themselves to the dignity of men 
made in the image of Godi Christian men at the 
South, who take a correct view of this question of 
slavery, will no lunger make ]irovisions in their wills, 
or otherwise, for the emancipation of their negroes, 
and cast them helpless, upon the frigid charities of the 
Anti-Slavery men of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the 
New England States. Let them sell their slaves to 
Southern planters here, and direct the proceeds to be 
applied to the opening up of new Have States in Africa, 
where we may settle down, and compel the natives to 
laboi, lliUo causing civilization and Christuuiily to 
spread over a few millions of its population, and the 
moral effect would be irresistible ! 

What next ? According to the doctrines advanced 
here, by my not very worthy competitor, "Aholiiiou" 
is the Christian's mission in this our day and genera- 
tion, and it is his o^hY mission 1 It again becomes 
necessary for me to recall the fact, that slavery of the 
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worst sort existed ilirougliout the Koman Empire in our 
Saviour's day, and in the days of his immediate succcs- 
Bors in office — and that neither Christ nor his Apostles 
ever were known to preach an Abolition*' sermon, 
deliver an "Abolition" lecture, or offer up an ^'ALo- 
Ution" prayer ; but, on the contrary, everywhere taught, 

servants obey your masters." I do not mean to say, 
that Christ was passionately fond of slavery, or made 
a business of defending Ronuui slavery, which was more 
cruel and barbarous than American slavery, for I have 
no express declarations of Holy Writ to bear me out in 
saying so ; but, perhaps, I have good ground to say the 
very reverse. But I do mean to saj, that Christianity, 
in the days of Christ, consisted in rendering unto 
CflBsar the things that were Caesar's, and in letting civil 
and servile institutions alone. 

When Christ was on earth, lie rebuked sin of all 
classes and kinds, and dared to rebuke the haughty 
Jewish priests in their temple, where they were guilty 
of sin ; but, while slavery, cruel Roman slavery was 
all about Him, and He was daily in the midst of it, 
neither He nor his Apostles were ever known to preach 
an Abolition" sermon* The slavery Christ saw daily 
was that under which a master could sell his slave, 
work him as many hours as he pleased in twenty-four, 
or PUT HIM TO DEATH if he thought proper to do so. 
Yet, Christ never preached a sermon in favor of abol- 
ishing even this kind of slavery ! 

A Roman slave could not contract a marriage ; and 
if he had children, with or without marriage, no legal 
relation between him and Ids children was recognized. 
A free woman having children by a slave, was at once 
reduced to bondage aa a punishment for the oftcuce. 
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By way of parenthesiB I take ocoaBion to say, tHat the 

Boston matriinonial register shows, that during the past 
year of our Lord, 1857, there were no less than sixti/ 
amalgamation marriages; and, fiingular to say, they 
were all white women to gentlemen of color, mostly 
fugitives from the Slave States. The white ladies of 
Boston have singular tastes, and can but feel proud 
that they are not living in the days of Christ and the 
Apostles, who endorsed a law that would have made 
them slaves ! I name tlii^ iact upon the authority of 
the I^'ew York Dispatch^ to show the growing degene- 
racy of New England. When woman, the safeguard 
of virtue and purity, stoops thus to degrade herself, 
the degradation of man, as a necessary consequence, 
must follow. 

What next ? Under the laws regulating the slavery 
Christ tolerated, a slave could have no property. A 

runaway slave could not be lawfully received or harbored 
by a second or third person ; to conceal him was death. 
The master was entitled to pursue him wherever he 
pleased, and it was the duty of all authorities to give 
him "aid and comfort" in his efforts to recover the 
fugitive. Persons became slaves by capture in war, 
without any regard to rank, color, or sex. And yet, 
these were the laws that Christ and the Apostles ex- 
horted Christians to reverence and obey ; and this was 
the slavery against whlcli they obstinately refused to 
preach a single sermon ! 

The itninense number of prisoners captured in the 
constant wars of the Roman Republic, and the increase 
of wealth and luxury in the days of Christ, augmented 
the number of slaves to a prodigious extent. Roman 
citizens, not a few, owned as many as 10,000 and 
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20,000 Blaves. A freed man, under Augustus, after 

losing niucli property and many slaves in the civil 
wars, at bis death disposed ot" 411G slaves ' The 
games of the amphitheatre required an immense num« 
ber of slaves. The gladiators in Italj, only 7S years 
hefore Christ, were not defeated by the Romans till 
60,000 slaves were slain in battle, llcgiilar skive- 
dealers accompanied the different contending armies, 
and, after a battle had been gained, the successful party 
threw thousands into the market, and sold them at very 
cheap rates. 

In the midst of this system of slavery (he Christian 
era was inaugurated. Ghrist came in contact with it 

every day, recognized it as proper, preached sermons 
in ^viiich he urged obedience to these slave laws, and 
obedience to masters by slaves, but never delivered 
the first sermon in favor of the Abolition *' of slavery ! 
Christians owned slaves, and both bouglit and sold 
them, under the very noses of Christ and the Apostles ; 
and they, in turn, sanctioned the traffic, by receiving 
both the slaves and their owners into the Church, and 
administering its ordinances to them. What I mean 
to infer from these facts is, tliat if slavery were the 
sin and crime the Abolitionists of this day say it is, 
Christ saw it in a worse point of view, and never 
preached a sermon against it; never warred upon the 
government that protected it by law ; but, on the con- 
trary, taught obedience to that government, and reve- 
rence for its civil and domestic institutions. His mis- 
sion was to call sinners to repentance — not to eoncen* 
trate the public mind upon the abolition of slavery, nor 

io divide churches, and distract society upon the' 

22* 
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question, as do the hypocrites and demagogues of iSicw 
England ! 

I 'would like to impress upon my brother preachers 

of tlie Nortli the example of Christ when on earth, in 
the midst of liomau slavery — in itself almost indefen- 
&ibl6| because of its atrocities; I could then make them 
useful in ameliorating and Christianizing African slayery 
in the United States. If Northern Anti-Slavery men 
would only reason ^vitli, instead of cursing and villify' 
itig the people of the South, some practical good to the 
slave, his owner, and the country generally, as veil as 
to the ChurcJh, might be accomplished ; but their SLAN- 
DER and ABUSE, and their officious intermeddling^, 
have drawn tighter the bonds of slavery in the United 
States, and caused the slaves to be treated with more 
severity than they otherwise would have been. 

What next ? Let us consider, briefly, some of the 
effects of this crusade against the South. The princi- 
pal watering-places at the Nortb have not met with 
their usual success during the two or three seasons last 
past, — while those of Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Georgia, North Carolina, and Alabama, have been 
overrun. Heretofore, Saratoga, Newport, and Gape 
May, have been the grand centres of attraction for the 
fashionable society of every section of the Union. At 
these, and other points, the wealth and fashion of the 
South have assembled in crowds, filling their vast ho- 
tels to repletion, while gold from tlic South, ilie pro- 
duct of slave labor, was poured out Avith a most lavish 
hand, such as the liberality and elegance of Southern 
people alone, could do 1 My information is, that the 
hotels at these celebrated watering-places, the two past 
seasons, were but half filled, and scarcely a Southern 
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family was in attendance at any of them. Southern 
gentlemen now in thin city, will attest the truth of these 

sayings. 

May we not pause here, and inquire into the cause 
of this sudden, and almost general desertion ? Ko one 
can be mistaken as to the eause* The South has been, 

for years, reviled and insulted by Northern Abolition- 
ists, and their vile presses, terms of reproach 
were low enough to apply to us — negro-drivers, slave* 
killers, heartless-murderers, outside barbarians, and 
every vile epithet that could be coined, was heaped 
upon the heads of the Southern people, without dis- 
tinction of age or sex* The very dite of the South, 
including the most refined and virtuous females, have 
been grossly insulted at the tables of these Northern 
hotels, by insolent free negroes, acting as waiters and 
hired servants. Beside all this, the entire North, 
where these watering-places are located, in the late 
Prcsideniiiil cuutcst, voted for Fremont and Dayton 
a miserable sectional vote, indirectly given for a disso- 
lution of the Union. 

Hence it is, that the Southern people, heretofore 
the wealthy and liberal patrons of Northern watering- 
places, remain at home, go to Europe, or visit the supe* 
rior springs of their own native mountains. 

Nor is it the watering-places alone, that have been 
injuriously affected at the North; this is but a small 
item in their losses ; many of the manufacturing towns 
at the North, have been sadly crippled in their busi- 
ness. Boston, the hot-bed of sedition, and Abolition 
slang- whanging, has done a little more than half her 
usual business with the South, the two last seasons. In 
the meantime, Boston has turned her attention to a 
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new Bet of Free-Soil customers in the North-west, and 
these failing to meet their liabilities when the panic set 

in last fall, many banks and business-houses suspended, 
and not a few went by the board ! Such are, to some 
extent, at leasts the effects of this Abolition crusade 
against the South. Thej are fast destroying their 
whole trade with the South, in their pious efforts to 
steal a few negroes, and to set others free. 

These Abolition vagrants, Kansas^sympathizing, 
Freedom-shrieking, Union-hating hypocrites, have gone 
out to shear^ and returned home most gloriously shorn. 
And this decrease in business will continue from year 
to year, the South will build up a foreign trade, es- 
tablish Ocean steamboat lines from our Atlantic cities 
to the entry- ports of Europe, and thus convey our 
osMi j»iocluct3 to the European markets, instead of 
sending them JSforth, and paying a double commission 
for their transmission abroad^ and that, too, to our 
bitterest revilers, and most unmitigated calumniators. 
Indeed, the South can do nothing less than to withdraw 
from all entertainments prepared for her by Northern 
fanatics. 

But the question arises in this connection. What 
are the capabilities and resources of the South ? Upon 
this point I desire to be heard with attention. We 
have already an immense line of railroad, and an 
equally extensive line of steamboats in successful ope- 
ration, and thousands of miles more projected. We 
have capacious ports and harbors strung along the 
Atlantic coast, from the Gulf of Mexico, to the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware Bays, includinc: Sounds and Rivers, 
to head of tide, amounting to 23,803 miles, and more 
than doubling those of your boasted North! Our 
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inland water oommnnicationB are unequalled. Look at 

the following tables, and tell me, docs the South lack 
facilities for commercial intercourse ? 



Table showing the shore line of Stales on the Adantie coasi 

and Gulf of Mexico. 
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2,573 
2,780 
1,256 
954 
4,885 
630 
385 
3,147 
2,009 


Totals. . . . 


• • • • 


• • • • 


14,286 


18,851 


33.137 



Total Northern; 9,334 milee. 

Total Southern 23,803 



33,137 
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Numher of harbors in the different State* on the cooMtf and 
ike principal one$ on rivers to the head of <tcfe. [in- 

Number of harbon (not indudlag 
Statet. all vpoii rivon.) 

Maine 52 

New Hampshire 3 

Massach usetts 51 

Rliodc Island. 7 

Connecticut 32 

New York 27 

New Jersey • • 14 

PeDD^ylTania • 8 

— 189 

Delaware • « • 3 

Maryland • 11 

Virginia • 22 

North Carolina 52 

South Carolina 21 

Gcorda • 15 

Florida 66 

Alabama 4 

Mississippi 10 

Lottisiana • 33 

Texas 12 

— 249 

Total 438 



The table of harbors is incomplete, but tbe full 

tabic Avill only increase the n amber of those of the 
South, and show her still greater relative superiority. 
With railroads and rivers traversing every portion of 
her territory; with safe and ample harbors indenting 

her coasts; and with thousands of milts of her shores 
washed by the ocean, what does the South lack in the 
way of facilities for transportation? Nothing, lite- 
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rally notbing. If, then, the South shall be forced to 

establish a separate and independent government, by 
the continued aggressions of the North, would her geo- 
graphical position shut her out from intercourse with 
the world? Ko, Yerily, she is throughout her wholo 

extent, by the act of God, in contact with the comniei- 
cial world. 

Our coal and iron, copper, lead, zinc, and other 
valuable minerals, are ezhaustless; and the produce 

of an empire can now most readily be entered at any 
port in the South. 

Bat, with us in the South, cotton is king;" and, 
in the language of Professor De Bow: 

" It is the cotton-bale that makes the treaties of the world, 
and binds over the nations to keep the peace." 

Behind the cotton-bale, in time of war, our armies 
take shelter ; while, in time of peace, our cotton-bales 

employ the shipping of at least half the American 
commerce; feed the looms and spindles of the entire 
Korth, adding all the wealth and opulence enjoyed by 
their great marts. And while we enjoy the right of 
liainitic servitude, guarantied to us by the Constitu- 
tion of our country, and by the Divine laws of God, 
with our superior soil and genial climate, no competi- 
tion on earth will be able to stand before us. And 
these rights we intend to enjoy, or to a man we will 
die, strung along Mason and Dixon's line, with our 
faces looking North ! Leave us in the peaceable pos- 
session of our slaves, and our Northern neighbors may 
have all llie paupers and convicts that pour in upon us 
from European prisons, the getters-up of hunger 
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meetings" at the North, and the propagators of most 

of tlic irreligious and impious isms of the tlay! 

The productive wealth of the South, her agricultural 
and mineral resources, her population and extent of 
territory, are greatly underrated hy the politicians of 
the Nortli, and the reckless agitators of the slavery 
question, such as this gentleman ! 

There are kikb hundred and twenty-nine thou- 
sand SQUARE MILES of territory in the South — an area 
as large as that covered by Great Britain, France, 
Austria, Prussia, and Spain. The North, even after 
the admission of the two large Territories of Kansas 
and Minnesota, will fall more than one hundred 
TnousAND SQUARE MILES short of the South. This 
does not include the territory lying west of the Rocky 
Mountains, which will never come into antagonism with 
the South. 

There are twelve millions op inhabitants in the 
slaveholding States of this Union, and of this number 
four millions are slayes ; and their aggregate value, 
at present prices, will amount to seventeen hundred 

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ! This item of Southern wealth 
he left out of his calculation ! This gives us an aggre- 
gate population larger than that of Great Britain when 
she struggled against Napoleon and the comhined 
uniiics of Europe ! The population of the slavehold- 
ing States of this Confederacy is five times that of 
the United Continental Colonies; it is three timee that 
of Sweden and Norway; and greater than that of 
Belgium, Portugal, Holland, Denmark, Switzerland, 
and Greece combined! We have a population Jive 
time9 as large as that which conquered our independ^ 
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encC} and a thousand-fold as strong ! We have one 
MILLION OF HEN Upon ottr muster-roUs, and not 792,876, 
as Mr. Pryne asserts ! At any time, upon short notice, 
the South can raise, equip, and maintain in the field a 
larger force than any power on earth can send against 
her — men, too, brought up on horseback, and in active 
life, with guns in their hands — ^men who will not deBert 
their colors, as some of your Northern men have done, 
in Mexico and elsewhere ! 

Through the heart of the Slave States runs the 
mighty '* Father of Waters,** into whose bosom- are 
poured thirty-six thousand .^iiles of tributary 
streams. And in the great "Valley of the Mississippi" 
is to be the seat of the world's empire ! We have a 
shore-line of over three thousand miles, and so indented 
with bays, and crowded with islands, as to make the 
whole measurement twelve thousand miles ! We have 
the best soil and the best climate anywhere to be found, 
in an equal extent of territory, on the face of God's 
green earth! 

In his contrast between the soil of the South and 
that of the North, he singled out North Carolina. 
Why not call up Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Mis- 

sissip}/!, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas? No soil in 
the North will compare with these States! 

The exportable products of the fifteen Slave States 
amount annually to $270,000,000, exclusive of gold 
and foreign merchandise re-exported ; and their annual 
demand for the productions of other countries is about 
1225,000,000. 

There are 80,000 cotton plantations in the South, 
and the aggregate value of their annual products is 
23 
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$12d)000,000« There are 16,000 tobacco plantations, 
and their annual products amount to $15,000,000. 

There are 2G00 sugar plantatiuns, the products of* 
vhich average annually $13,000,000. There are 700 
rice plantations, which yield annually a revenue of 
$6,000,000. Breadstuffa and provisions yield 78,000,- 
000; the products of the forc-t amouut lu §10,TuO,000; 
manufactures yioid $31,000,000; and the products of 
the sea yield $8,856,000 — exclusive of $80,000,000 
we send to the North. 

Ti c facts and figures I have submitted in the fore- 
going remarks, rest mostly upon the authority of the 
iSouthem OuUivatar^De Bow' 9 Review ^ and the speeches 
in Congress of Sbnator Uammokd and Eepresenta- 
TiVE Keitt, of South Carolina. But I am happy to 
find all the leading facts I Iiavc submitted sustained by 
the Secretary of the United States' Treasury, in his 
late Report. I will read his statistics of exportation, 
as they show which section of our Confederacy fur- 
nishes them. This statistical report was laid before 
Congress by James Bugha^^an, and by him endorsed; 

The Secretary of tlie Treasury, in his late Report, sets 
down the exportation of" domestic {)roduee, exclusive of specie, 
at §266,438,051. Of this amount, cotton, which is exclu- 
sively from the South, furnishes $128,{i82,351 ; tobacco gives 
§12,221,843; and rice yields 32,390,233 — both of which, 
also, are exclusively Southern; breadstuflfs and provisions 
are estimated at $77,686,455; products of the forest at 
$10,694,184; of manufactures at SoO/J7U,992; of the sea 
at iE>^J, 050,797. Now take §128,o82,;j5 I for the value of 
cotton, and §12,22 l,84o for tobacco, and §2,oli0,2o3 for rice, 
which are exclusively Southern staples, and we have the sum 
of <i^l42,994,427, which the South contributes to the expor- 
tation of the country in three staple products^ which^ iu the 
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Union, are only raised within her limits. But her eontriba- 
tion docs n t stop lierc. Of the $77,686,455 furnished by 
breadstuffs and provisions, she contributed at least $25,000,* 
000 ; of the products of the forest, in tho shape of lumber, 
etc. she contributed about $5,000,000, or one-half of the 
exportation. These ?:^n,000,000, added to the 8142,994,427 
which we have already shown was furnished by cotton, to- 
bacco, and rice, make up $172,994,427,oiit of the 8206,438,051 
to which the whole domestic exportation amounts. Tliis would 
leave 893,443,624, for the domestic exportation from ail the 
Free States. But this is more than they arc entitled to 
Of the 830,970,992 contributed by domestic manufactures, 
at least 810,000,000 is the value of tho raw material not 
grown at the North, This leaves only §83,442,624 as the 
contribution of the Free States against 8172,994,427, as the 
contribution of the Southern or Slave States to the domes- 
tic exportation of the country." 

Where are your boasted statistics now, Mr. Pryne? 

It will be seen, from the foregoing, that the South 
furnishes more than two-thirds of the exportation of 
the Union, after all your boasting at the Korth, and 
your erroneous arguments to prove that slavery de- 
stroys the industrial pursuits of a country. Shame on 
your array of false statistics ! 

Talk about the patriotism of the North, and the 
devotion of her people to this Union ! The first blood 
shed in defence of liberty, and in opposing English 
oppressions, was in the South — yes, in the much- 
abused, slave-holding, and slave-dealing South ! The 
State of North Oarolina — the glorious "Old North 
State" — the Rip Van Winkle of the South, whose 
poverty you have here derided, is entitled to the honor I 
It was during the gubernatorial administration of the 
notorious Governor Tryon, the English governor at 
the time, who built one of the most splendid palaees in 
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either North or Soath America, at Newbern, North 
Carolina, with the proceeds of taxes imposed upon the 
people for that purpose, aad to ro^ist which the people 
rebelled, just as did the men of Massachasetts after- 
wards. The battle took place in the year 1771, and 
is narrated bv Wheeler in his History of North 

ft- V 

Carolina." On tlie 16th of May, in that year, the 
battle was fought between the Americans, called the 
" Regulators," and the British troops, under the con- 
trol of the Governor, on the bauks of tlic Alamance 
river, in what is known now as the county of that 
name. The British forces, including militia called out 
by Tryon, amounted to eleven hundred. The Ameri- 
can forces amounted to two tJioufian^L The Royal 
forces had the advantage in discipline and arms, but', 
after an action of two hours, came out of the contest 
with sixty killed and wounded ; while the Americans 
had twenty killed and several wounded. Wheeler 
says: 

"Thus ended the battle of Alamance. Thus and here 
was the Jirsi blood .^pified, in these United States, in resist- 
ance to exactions of English rulers and oppressions by the 
English government. *The great wolf of South Carolina' 
showed his blood-barbarity. He hung Captain Tew the next 
day, without trial, on a tree. 

It %yas in this case, as Byron truly says in one of his 
poems — 

** * For Freedom's battle once begun. 
Bequeathed from bleeding eire to son, 
Though sometimea lost is ever won.' 

Thu3 we see that it was at the battle of Alamance, and 
not nt Bunker Hill, that the first American blood was shed 
in tlio cause of liberty. ^ Honor to whom honor is due.' *' 
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What next? Talk to me about the North having 

furnished the great men of the country. This will do 
to tcU to the marines. If we look into the history of 
the past, we shall find names in the South that will 
certainly live as long in history, and in marble, as in 
the North. Aye, there is one Southern name with 
which there is none to compare, either in the North or 
in the civilized world. I pronounce the name of the 
** incomparable Washington," a celebrated old Virginia 
slave-holder, and I call upon Edwahd Everett to 
testify, that the Northern colonies were eager to make 
him commander-in-chief of their forces in the war of 
the Revolution, and unanimously elected him the first 
President of the United States. Of the fifteen Pre- 
sidents of the United States, nine of them were 
Southern men* And who will say that the names of 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, 
Harrison, Polk, and Taylor, are not quite as illustrious 
as those of the Adamses, Van Buren, Fillmore, Pierce, 
and Buchanan ? 

If the Korth has produced a Samuel Adams, a 
Hamilton, a i ranklin, a Story, and a Webster, the 
sunny South has given birth to a Patrick Henry, a 
Clay, a Calhoun, a Marshall, and others of eminent 
talents. If the North has given to the country more 
than her share of distinguished authors and scholars, 
the South has yielded more than its share of the most 
distinguished generals, statesmen, and politicians. 

In conclusion, I am no alarmist ; I am no spiritual 
dreamer ; I am no prophet ; nor a^ I the son of a 
prophet; but allow me to say, there exists among the 
villanous agitators of the slavery question at the 
28* 
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North, a determination to doom to utter eztinetioii 
both the nghts and institutions of the South. It is 

quite impossible that the signs of the times can be 
misconstrued. A dissolution of the Union is what a 
large portion of Northern Abolitionists are aiming at* 
No longer ago than the 4th of August, 1868, the 
Liberty Party," as they style themselves, held a 
Convention at Syracuse, and nominated Gerrit Smith 
for governor. Hj friend^ Ret. Abram Prtoe, 
figured largely in that meeting. He was the chairman 
of the committee on resolutions, and of course wrote^ 
as well as reported^ what y\as adopted* I quote one 
of his resolutions, adopted with great eclat by the 
Convention ; 

^^Rttohedy That American slavery is a crime agatnH God 
and man^ of such matchless magnitude that do forms of law 
can change its in fernal character no limitations or selec- 
tions of its territory or its power can reconcile us to its coa- 
.tinued existence; but we raise our voices in the name of 
God and humanity to demand its eradication from every 
foot of the soU of our country, 

I can tell the gentleman, and all who are of like 
resolution, that if their great-grand-ehildren live to see 

^'American Slavery" eradicated from tlie States South, 
where it now is, by the sanction of law and the pro- 
visions of our Constitution, as well as with the approba- 
tion of God himself, they will live until their heads are 
as grey as a Norwegian rat. We came honestly by our 
slaves at the South — we are treating them as the law 
of God directs — and before we will have them seized 
and carried off by Abolitionists, we will pour out our 
blood as freely as we would water. The South is ablo 
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to take care of herself, and she intends to do it at all 

hazards, and to the last extremity. 

The opposera of the South, by these ultra measures, 
seek to drive us oat of the Union, that they may 
appropriate to themselves, when war comes, if come 
it must, the army and navy, and the contents of the 
national treasury! But we of the South intend to 
fight you in the Union, not tmt of it I And when your 
blue-bellied Yankees come South, with Sharp's rifles 
and Holy Eibles," to seize upon our slaves, let me say 
to you, that they will not find themselves mKanms! 

What next ? Abolitionists at the North are ignorant 
of the South, in all material respects. Those only who 
reside there, or who have tnivelled extensively through 
the Southern States, know their people, their soil, 
climate, and capacities. Oast your eyes to the sunny 
South," my countrymen, and what a gloriotts prospect 
meets the view! Search creation round, and where 
do you find a land that presents such a scene for con- 
templation ! Look at our institutions, our agricultural 
and commercial interests; and above all, and more 
than all, look at the gigimtic strides we are making 
in all that ennobles human kind ! 

Yes, gentlemen, ours is the land of chivalry, the 
land of the muse, the abode of statesmen, the home 
of oratory, the dwelling-place of the historian, and of 
the hero; the scenes of classic recollections and of 
hallowed associations lie south of Mason and Dixon's 
Line ; and when the South is prostrated, (which God 
in his mercy never intends,) the genius of the world 
will weep annd the ruins of the only true Republic 
ever known to civilized man ! 
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In BEjing this, I am not for separating from the 

North, or dissolving the Union. I am williriL^ t > live 
and die for America, as she is, and Las been; but 
America without the South, and blight, ruin, and decay 
come upon us ; and we bid a long farewell to the last 
remnant of earth's beauty and the light of heaven ! 

A\ iiu can estimate the value of the American Union? 
Proud, happy, thrice happy America! the home of 
the oppressed! the asylum of the emigrant; where 
the citizen of every clime, and the child of every creed, 
roams free and untrammelled as the wild winds of 
heaven ! Baptized at the fount of Liberty, in fire and 
blood, cold must be the heart that thrills not at the 
name of the American Union I 

When the old world, with all its pomp, and pride, 
and circumstance,'' shall be covered with oblivion — 
when thrones shall have crumbled, and dynasties shall 
have been forgotten — may this glorious Union, despite 
the mad schemes of Southern fire-eaters and Northern 
Abolitionists, stand amid regal ruin and national deso- 
lation, towering sublime, like the last mountain in the 
Deluge — majestic, immutable, and magnificent ! 

In pursuance of this, let every conservative Northern 
man, who loves his country and her institutions, shake 
off the trammels of Northern fanaticism, and swear 
upon the altar of his country that he will stand by her 
Constitution and laws ! Let every Southern man shake 
off the tr^mels of disunion and nullification, and 
pledge his life and his sacred honor to stand by the 
Constitution of his country as it is, the laws as enacted 
by Congress, and interpreted by the Supreme Court. 
Then we shall see every heart a shield, and a drawn 
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Bword in every hand, to preserve the airk of our political 
safety ! Then ve shall see reared a fahrio npon onr 
National Constitution, which time cannot cramble, 

persecution shake, fanaticism disturb, nor revolution 
chaiiiro, but which shall stand among us like some lofty 
and stupendous Appcnine, while the earth rocks at 
its feet, and the thunder peals aboye its head ! 

Contemplating our country and her Northern foes, 
a specimen of whom is here before us, may I not 
exclaim with the poet : 

"Country! — on th^^ sons depending, 
Strong in manhood, bright in bloom, 
Hast thou seen thy pride descending. 
Shrouded to the unbounded tonib? 
Kisei — on eagle pinion Bearing — 
Rise! — like one of God-like birth 
And, Jehovah's aid imploring, 
Sweep the spoiler from the earth." 

In conclusion, I shall bestow but a few moments' 
reflections upon the speech the gentleman delivered 
last evening. He said he would not attempt a reply 
to my arguments, because they were not what he 
expected to hear — they were not the arguments he had 
known Southern men to use — he therefore would state 
the arguments used by Southern men, that he might 
apply to them the answers he had prepared before he 
left home ! This humiliating confession his pride of 
character should have prevented him from making 
before a public assemblage, even of Abolitionists. He 
would make an argument for the South, and then over- 
throw it ! This is the course of Abolitionists. They 
make all they assert, or charge against the South, and 
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nine times mi of ten, tbey assert and cliarge what is 
false. But enougli ns to this humiiiatiiig confession ! 

My exten%im of the Scriptural argument in favor of 
slavery, he met irith the sweeping assertion, that it 
"vvas a rehash of my former speech ; and with a tirade 
of abuse, and a collection of profane words and ideas, 
ho wound up in a style disgusting to any decent, not 
to say Christian gentleman. If he could believe, for a 
moment, that the Bihle sanctioned slavery, he would 
have no use for its teachings, and would only regard it 
as fit for a foot-ball ! If he could believe that Jesus 
Christ sanctioned slavery, he would cease to be a 
Christian, and turn infidel, and would be in favor of 
changing the name of Jesus to Devil. This blasphe- 
mous language, in mercy to the cause of Abolitionism, 
even the newspaper reporters have suppressed ! This 
wicked lanL'uagc excited the disp^ust of every truly de- 
cent man in the Hall ; its monstrosity, bad as are the 
meaner portion of Abolitionists, must have been re- 
volting to them ! 

lie next entered upon the Dred Scott decision — de- 
nounced the President and his Cabinet — villifled the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, from Taney down — 
charged them with personal corruption, and official de- 
linquency — and tlianked God that they would not live 
always I Gentlemen, is he not a pretty disciple to call 
in question the correctness of the decisions of the 
United States Supreme Court! In what law school 
was he brought up? He had better withdraw his man 
Gerritt Smith from the race for Governor, and run him 
far President, and if elected, he will select this 
Lawyer Pryne for his Attorney-General, or appoint 
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him to the Supreme Bench. What a dlgnirK 1 judge 
he would make ! With what an ease and grace ho 
would discharge fugitive Blares, irhen arrested ! 

The truth is, there are hut a few thousand persons 
in the Emjjlre State, who swallow tlio monstrous doC' 
trines of Smith, Douglass, Pryne, and Co. The Re- 
puhlicans and Americans have recently nominated their 
candidates, and refuse to support Smith. The mon- 
bti'oud character of the sentiments held bv this gentle- 
man, are not fullj understood. lie pretends to take 
offence at my asking him whether he is willing his 
daughter should marry a negro or not, when, in fact, 
he is an amalgamationist in sentiment, if riot in prac- 
tice. You have heard his eulogj upon Frederick 
Douglass, and his full endorsement of that arrogant 
and vulgar negro's sentiments. Then, to get at the 
real sentiments and feeling of Ahram Pryne, you liave 
hut to know those of Douglass, whom he acknowledges 
to he his superior, and to whom, as a matter of course, 
he looks up. Here is an extract from a newspaper re* 
port of a speech hy Douglass, published in the Chicago 
Times, where Douglass spoke during the late Presiden- 
tial contest : 

* * * " There were "white Tr.cn and sooty wenches, and 
black inon and white women, all listeninrr ^vith open mouths 
to this negro, who boasted tliat wliite and black peo})le were 
disappearing, and niulattocs were faj^t increasing. He rejoiced 
that this anialgamation was progress! ng, and Ins wliite and 
black audience responded with cheers and tumultuous ap- 
plause to the disgusting sentiment. 

Fair white maidens were there, smiling upon the cham- 
pion of freedom and Fremont, and applauding with their 
gloved hands his earnest wish that the distinction between 
the white and black races would be lost, and instead of them 
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there would soon be but one race — the descendants of white 
wrmmn and black nion — hlncli wonirn and white men. He 
thanked Oo(] that tlio iiiiilatto race was on the increase ill 
ChicagOi and bis audience cried — ^Amen V 

As great as is his aversion to answering my ques- 
tions, I again propound soToral to him, and I know this 
audience would like to hear him say yes or no. Does 
li l)clieve the negro to be the equal of the white man? 
If 80, 18 he in favor of amalgamation? 

Again: is he not a stockholder in the Syracuse 
underground railroad? Has he never, directly or 
iiidirectly, aided fugitive slaves in escaping from their 
lawful owners ? Would he, if an opportunity were to 
offer, assist a runaway slave in making his escape ? If 
he have thus assisted, he is a negro-stealer ! If he have 
not, but would do so, if an opportunity were to offer, he 
is a negro- thief at heart, and is condemned by the law 
of Ood! 

One other remark, and I take my seat. The gen- 
tleman Lad the brazen effrontery to stand here last eve- 
ning, and say that he "had stooped very low when he 
engaged in this debate." This pretence is set up now 
as an excuse for not agreeing to meet me south of Ma- 
son and Dixon's Line, or debating this question time 
about, on each side of tiie line ! What a fanatical out- 
hurst of pretended respectability ! To be candid — ^and 
I deal in nothing else — Mr. Pryne never was known 
beyond the smoke of bis own chimney, until I brought 
him into notice by accepting his challenge ! He has 
lived thirty-six years in this present evil world, without 
ever having been elevated above the dignity of a hrahe^ 
man or conductor, on an underground railroad! I 
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deny the possibility of his stooping at all. A man must 
first elevate himself before he can stoop^ and this he has 
aever done, unless his associations here with free ne- 
groes have elevated him ! 

He attributed remarks to Henry Clay last evening, 
that Henry Clay never made. If they were ever 
uttered at all, they were uttered by some one else. I 
repeat, he read 9, forged extract upon Henry Clay. I 
make this announcement because Mr« Clay is not here 
to set himself right ! Not only did Mr. Clay never 
utter the words or sentiments you have attributed to 
him, bat I beliere they never were uttered by any one 
else. I repeat the charge of forgery ^ and it remains 
for you to produce your authority, or remain under 
censure. With this distinct avowal, I would let this 
matter pass, but I choose to go farther ; I dare to assert, 
that in his rejoinder he will not stoop" to notice this 
matter, and for obvious reasons ! 

The Evening Journal of to-day, in a pretended 
report of the discussion of last evening, prefaces the 
aame with these editorial remarks : 

" la the course of his remarks, Mr. Brownlow took occasion 
to reflect upon the reporters fi>r the press of this city, saying 
that thej were prejudiced against him and his cause, and had 
embraced every opportunity to misrepresent him in his 
speeches. We have been assured that these remarks were 
not meant to refer to the reporters of the Evening Journal, 
the only paper in the city which has presented full and accu* 
rate accounts of the discussion thus feet. 

Now, permit me to say, that I never "assured" the 
Journal^ or its reporter, that my remarks were not in- 
tended for it, nor did I authorize any one else to give 
24 
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each assnrance. On the contrary, I meant the Journal 

above all other pape rs in the city. Its reporter ciimc 
to me for my manuscript this morning, anu I told hira 
in the presence of others^ that I would decline famish- 
ing it, on account of the one-sided, illiherai, and false 
reports given. Ills reply was that he desired to give 
my speech in full, that justice might be done me. Upon 
these express terms I gnye it to him. And in the very 
paper from which I take this false extract, less than 
one coluiiiii is ocLiipied in reporting my speech, while 
three entire columns are devoted to the speech of Mr. 
Prjne 1 I have no respect for any such joumalsi and 
I have no apologies to offer their reporters for any 
oflfencc I have given them ! 

Finally, it is customary on such occasion? as this for 
the disputants to express their admiration of the patient 
and protracted attention. For the general decorum 
and most exemplary behavior of the decent portion 
of the audience, I return my sincere thanks. To the 
opposite class, largely in the majority, my competitor 
will no doubt make suitable acknowledgments ! 

His illustration of Southern Christi:init'«' in the case 
of a master chaining a slave to a cart, while he himself 
went to the communion-table, I must notice briefly, and 
then I am done. I have denied that any such case 
ever occurred in any Souiliern State, and I repent tin's 
denial. IIo has been called upon by a medical student 
in this city, to say if the case he pretends to give had 
occurred in Florida, and if his Presbyterian clergyman 
wore Ihnrff Cherry. Ilis answer was, that it occurred 
in Hori<la, and that Mr. Cherry w^as the minister. 
Now, the whole story is without foundation in truth* 



Digitized by Google 



279 



This man Cheny is a Northern Abolitionist — he was 

once a missionary in India, as my information runs — 
he studied Divinitj with H. Ward Beecher, and settled 
in Florida^ near to the Georgia line. He was turned 
out of the Presbyterian ministry for drunkenness. He 
went in debt in Thomasville, Georgia, to all who would 
credit him, until he owed the business men near t\Yu 
thousand dollars, which he owes yet, as he escaped from 
the country between two days, the fayorite time for 
starting trains on underground railroads ! He is now, 
if still living, in his congenial North, and is a lit subject 
' to slander the high-minded and hospitable people of the 
South. And in every instance where names are given 
up, as to the cruelties of slave-owners in the South, the 
witnesses will turn out to be in keeping with this fallen 
minister, degraded hypocrite, and vile Abolitionist. 
Nay, in nina cases out of ten, the refaiters of these 
slanders are of "the same sort" themselves! 

For the truth of what I here say, as to Cherry, and 
this slander of a Florida slave-holder, I refer to Bev. 
H. W. Sharp, and Major John D. Edwards, of Thomas- 
ville, Ga., and to Captain James E. Edwards, and B. 
B. Evans, of Newport, Florida I 
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Negative, — By Abram Pryne. 

Labibs and Gentleman : — ^Before entering upon my 
argument of this evening, allow me to refer to two or 

three extraneous matters, belonging to the courtesies 
and proprieties of this occasion — matters in which 
others than the disputants in this debate are interested. 

In the first place, I desire to acknowledge the 
courtesy, kindness and liberality of the Philadelphia 
press. In the published reports, both sides have, so 
far as I know, been treated fairly — except that some- 
times Mr. Brownlow's speeches could not be obtained 
in full. My opponent last night spoke complainingly 
of the reporters. Allow me to say that my intercourse 
with this class of your citizens has impressed me with 
the fact that they are well-bebaTed gentlemen. The 
enterprise of the press which has published these 
speeches entitles it to the good consideration of Phila- 
delphians. 

And now, lest it should he thought by some that I 

consider Gen. Small a^^ iii the sliglitcst degree responsi- 
ble for any of the sentiments uttered in this debate, 
allow me to say that I regard him as having acted like 
a high-minded and liberal gentleman, in consenting to 

read the addresses of my opponent ; for, without such 
consent; the debate could not have proceeded. 1 know 

(280) 
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nothing of Gen. Small's political yiews, nor do I care 

what they may be ; for in my intercourse with him 
during the progress of this debate, he has acted in so 
gentlemanly a manner as to put himself above all 
questions of politics and partizanshipi and commend 
himself to my warm regards. 

My opponent has made some remarks as to my 
speeches being prepared before I left home. I have 
only to say that an allosion of this kind comes with 
marked grace from a gentleman who came here with 
every one of his speeches written out — except the tail- 
end 1 He must have taken me for a verdant young 
man from the rural districts" if he supposes I would 
come here unprepared to meet him. Prepared, cer- 
tainly: he gratuitously and hlusteringly advised me, 
in our correspondence, to come well prepared, and I 
have taken his advice. 

On a previous evening I offered to repeat this debate 
with my opponent in principal cities of the North. In 
reply, bo asked whether I would discuss the question 
with him South as well as North. In order that you 
may understand my position in regard to this matter, 
let me state a few facts. 

Mr. Brownlow, nearly a year ago, threw out a chal- 
lenge which he caused to be published in JS[orthem 
papers, that he, Parson Brownlow, intended to come 
North on a missionary tour ; that he intended to spend 
the summer in debating the slavery question with what- 
ever Abolitionists would dare to meet him, and men- 
tioning Theodore Parker, Ilenry Ward Beecher and 
others; that he intended to show himself on Boston 
Common, and that he could speak to a ten acre lot full 
24* 
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of people, if such a eongregation chose to assemble* 
It was in the North that all this was to be done ; it 

was the North in which he cljallcnijctl the North to 
meet him. Without claiming the dignity of represent- 
ing the North, I have met him here in Philadelphia, 
and offered to continue the debate with him as he ad- 
vances in his nii.^sionarv tour throuixh the Nortli. He 
now attempts to shp through mj lingers by usking me 
to go South with him half the time — a proposition 
which formed no part of his original challenge to the 

The reason why I cannot accept his proposition to 
debate with him on Soathern territory, is because the 
South dare not let me utter, in freedom, my sentiments. 
Every citizen of Philadelphia knows that this is the 
truth. The brave South meets Northern ministers with 
. mobs* Let a man attempt to address to the Southern 
mind, sentiments with which the people of that section 
differ, and the hrave South gathers hundreds of her 
roughest citizens to argue him down with brickbats, 
and bowie knives, and pistols, and bludgeons. I can- 
not be expected to stand up against the mobs of the 
South with such arguments as they employ. In a 
debate with such weapons as the South is accustomed % 
to use, a mob of thousands of her brave citirens would 
be too much for me. I appeal to brains, not blud- 
geons. I deal with truths, and not with revolvers. An 
audience of Camanches or Root-Diggers, would be too 
much for one clergyman, alone, in debate, if they used 
the usual arguments of Southern mobs. They meet 
reason with brickbats and pistols, and settle questions 
of ethics and logic with gutta percha canes, evvn on 



Digitized by Google 



BT ABRAM PRTNE. 



283 



the floor of the Senate ; and my opponent shows his 

courage by inviting me to meet sucli a crowd as would 
be gathered in the South to hear us. A fair and equal 
fight that would be ! A Southern mob of thousands 
in arms against a single minister. Braye South ! Tho 
South will not let me, on her own ground, utter, un- 
molested, my own free thoughts ; and therefore I call 
upon my opponent to abide by his original challenge, 
or I shall hold him up before the press of the country 
as having receded from his former position. 

I shaii now reply briefly to some of the remarks 
which you have to-night heard from my opponent, and 
shall then sum up in a general way the arguments on 
my side of the question. 

An attempt has been made to show that the North 
is the aggressor in this Anti-Slavexy war. Ask the 
four million slaves of the South who is the aggressor ! 
The South, haviiii^^ stolen the bluve from Africa, 
stripped him of his rights, put him under her heel, now 
stands in the attitude of crushing him to the earth, and 
when the North, in the name of reason, and justice, 
and humanity, and Ood, protests against the outrage, 
she is the aggressor, is she? A ruffian has grasped 
your little child by the throat, and as it looks imploringly 
to you, you rush forward to defend it, when the wretch 
cries out, "Go away, you quarrelsome fellow; don't 
try to get me into a fight ; you are the aggressor!** 

In regard to this slavery controversy, tho aggression 
commenced when the fatal wrong of slavery began ; 
and the North, together with the entire civilized world, 
now stands in the defence of humanity, demanding tho 
freedom of the slave. 
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Through the whole hiBtory of the Blaveiy dispute in 
this coimtry, the South, as yon know, has heen the 

aggressor; the aiigrcssor in efforts for the extension of 
slave-holding territory — the aggressor in procuring the 
repeal of the Missouri Compromise — the aggressor in 
attempting to sway, by unworthy influences, the politics 
of the country — the aggressor in trying to fill, not 
only the Presidential Chairi but all the ofiices of the 
departments and of the army and navj^ with her own 
citizens. The advance of slave-holding interests, and 
the increase of slave-holding power, Las been, for vears 
and years, the grand aim and purpose of lier political 
action ; and now, when the free spirit of the I^orth is 
at last aroused to protest against these aggressions on 
the rights of the North, and the rights of man, ^ve are 
to be called the aggressors, are we, and to be put out 
of the controversy on that ground? 

Let me now make a brief reference to that clause 
of the ConstiLutiuii which has been cited as the basis 
of the fugitive slave act. The clause reads thus : — 

" No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
the Liws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence 
t)f any law or re^^iilation therein, he discharged from service 
or labor, but sliall be delivered up on claim of the party to 
whom such service or labor may be due.'' 

This clause of the Oonstitution, I contend, forms no 

basis for a fugitive slave law. In the first place, its 
language is, "no person held to service or labor.'*' 
The Southern doctrine is, that slaves are "goods and 
chattels personal." In order to apply to the slave, it 
ought to have said, according to Southern doctrine. 
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**no property held to service"— "no chattek held to 
service " — "no good* held to serrioe." The personal* 
ity. of the slave must either be admitted altogether or 
denied altogether. You cannot shift your ground. 
You must, not attempt to give him personality when 
yott want to catch him, and deny him personality when 
yon want to buy or sell him. The fact is, that, in the 
eye of Southern law, the slave is not a person, but a 
thing. The distinction between personality and pro- 
perty causes here a gap, broad and deep as that be- 
tween Dives and Lazarus, which the South must over* 
leap before it can make this clause apply to the slave. 

Again, the words are, "no person held to service or 
labor in one State under the laws thereof.** I have, 
on a previous evening, proved to you that no Southern 
State has on its statute-book any law under which the 
master can claim the right to hold his slave. I have 
given you Senator Mason's statement that no such law 
could be produced. The slave is not held under the 
sanctions of law. Mere possession, mere power to 
hold — bi ulc force — is all the law that the master can 
show in support of his claim. Thus, we have another 
reason why this clause cannot apply. 

The words "person held to service" do not UgMy 
describe :i blave. They describe a Doctor of Divinity 
under contract to serve" a church, or a salaried 
clerk, or a free chambermaid, as well. A legal de- 
scription must be definite, in order to be binding. If 
you contract to sell an ^'animal" on your estate for 
five dollars, and the other party claims your best horse 
under the contract, and you offer him your dog, claim- 
ing that you thus meet the contract, a court would 
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decide tbe oontraot to be Toid for indefiniteiieM. So^ 

a contract to deliver up a ''person lieM to service" 
cannot apply to a chattel, a piece of goods, held by no 
Qontracty and under no legal obligation. On this point 
Daniel Webster said, in his place in the Senate, March 

7, 1850 ; 

'*lt may not be improper here to aUude to that — I had 
almost 8atd celebrated — opinion of Mr. Madison. You 
obterve, nr^ that the term davery t$ not used in the Chneti' 
tutioH, The Oansiituiwn doe$ not retire that fugitive 
slaves shall he delivered up; it requires that persons bound 
to service in one State, and escaping into anothery shall he 
delivered up* Mr. Madison opposed the introduction of the 
term slave or slavery into the Constitution ; for he said he 
did not wish to sec it recognized by the Constitution of the 
United States of America^ that there conld be property in 
men." 

The Supreme Court of the United States has decided 
that — 

Where rights are infringed, where fundamental princi- 
ples are overthrown, where the general system of the laws is 
departed from, the legislative intention must be expressed 
with irresistible clearness, to induce a court of justice to 
suppose a design to effect such objects. — United States vs. 
Fisher, 2 Cranch, 890. 

Again^ this clause provides that the person escaping 
shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 

such service or labor may he due* You must prove 
that there is labor due from the slave to the man who 
is chasing him through the North. But, according to 
Southern law, the slave can hold nothing, can own 

notliing, can oive nothing; and, if the slave cannot 
owe anything, how can there be any labor due from 
him? 



Digitized 



BY ABBAM PAYNE 



287 



My opponent asks me tauntingly whether I have not 
stock in the underground railroad?** — whether I 
irould assist a fugitive slave in making his escape ? I 
answer, without hesitation, that, if a poor negro, flee- 
ing from Southern oppression, should come to my door 
at night, asking for shelter and a bed, I would give 
him the best bed in my humble house ; and should any 
kidnapper come in pursuit of him, I happen (though 
not a man of war) to have iu my possession an old 
rifle, which would do good service in defending him. 

My opponent has used the name of Benjamin 
Franklin to give weight to his side of the controversy. 
He has told you that Franklin — whose bones, honored 
and reverenced, as they ought to be, lie among yon — 
declined to act with the Abolitionists of Pennsylvania; 
refused to co-operate with the Society that elected him 
its President. I happened to have in my vest pocket, 
at the moment when this assertion was uttered, a copy 
of a petition for the abolition of slavery, addressed to 
the Congress of the United States, signed by Beuja- 
min Franklin, and ofibred by him on the floor of 
Congress, I will read a single passage from this 
memorial : 

« From a persuasion that equal liberty was originally the 
portion, and is still the birthright of all men, and influenced 
by the strong ties of humanity and the principles of our 
institutions, your memorialists conceive themselves bound to 
use all justifiable endeavors to loosen th? bands of slavery, 
and to promote a general enjoyment of the blessings of 
freedom." 

This is my suflicient answer to the imputation that 
Benjamin Franklin was in favor of American slavery* 
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We have had warmly described to us the sea- coast 
of the South, the extent of her harbors, her facilities 
for commerce and navigation. I have no disposition 
to deny any of these Btatementa ; I myself have told 
you that the South is far ahead of the North in natu- 
ral advantages. But how does she improve her mag- 
nificent endowments? What advantage is it to her 
that the waters of the ocean wash her long-ejdiending 
seaboard ? The harbor of Beaufort, N. 0., is, in natu- 
ral advantages, second to none, perhaps, of which this 
continent can boast. The town was settled, if I re- 
member rightly, almost as early as Boston, and the 
harbor is nearly equal to that of Boston. Yet make 
a contrast between Boston and the little village of 
Beaufort, N. C, with its magnificent harbor and its 
dilapidated houses, the grass growing in its streete, 
and you see at once how the spirit of freedom improves 
the natural advantages that she bestows on the North; 
while the South, with the waves of the ocean dashing 
on her extended coast, and her spacious harbors invi- 
ting commerce; with a seaboard extending from Delar 
ware Bay around the peninsula of Florida, and along 
the northern shores of the Gulf of Mexico and far up 
the south-west, where the Pacific hurls her thundering 
waves against the land of gold, her coast is made 
desolate by the spirit of slavery, checking the enter- 
prise and genius that might make the most of these 
great natural blessings. The point which I make is, 
that the North is ahead in wealth and power, not 
in consequence of her superior natural advantages, 
but in spite of the superior natural advantages of the 
South. 
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And here let me read a single extract. Hear how 

a North Carolinian describes jour Soatheru harbors : 

IldW is it with Ueaufuit, in North CaroHiia, whose har- 
bor is .<;iid to be the safest and iiio^t conunodioiis anywhere 
to be luuiul on the Athmtic cua.st f^uuth of the liarhor of New 
Yurk, uiid but little iiileiiur to tliati' lias uaybucl}' ever 
beard of her? Do the masts of her ships ever cast a shadow 
on foreif^n waters ? Upon what distant or benighted shore 
hiive her merchants and mariners ever hoisted our national 
ensi<jD, or spread the arts of civilization and peaceful indus- 
try?^ What changes worthy of note have taken place in the 
physical features of her superficies since *the evening and 
the morDin^ were the third day?' But we will make no 
further attempt to draw a comparison between the populous, 
wealthy, and renowned city of Boston, and the obscure, 
despicable little village of Beaufort, which, notwithstanding 
*the placid 1 isom of its deep and well-protected harbor,^ has 
no place in the annals or records of the country, and has 
scarcely ever been heard of fifty miles from home.''— HbIt 
PER : The Impending Cruis. 

And here is the description of Southern dependence 
on the North: 

''Beader! would you understand how abjectly slaveholders 
themselves are enslaved to the products of Northern indus- 
try? If you would, fix your mind on a Southern 'gentle- 
man* — ^a slave-breeder and human-flesh monger, who professes 
to be a Christian i Observe the routine of his daily life. 
See him rise in the morning from a Northern bed, and clothe 
himself in Northern apparel; see him walk across the floor 
on a Northern carpet, and perform his ablutions out of a 
Northern ewer and basin. See him uncover a box of North- 
ern powders, and cleanse bis teeth with a Northei u brush ; 
see him reflecting his pbysiogno!uy in a Northern inirror. and 
arrano-ing his hair with a Northern comb. See liiui dosiug 
himself with the iiiedieauicuts of Northern quacks, and per- 
fuming his haudkerchicf with Northeru colognes. See him 
referring to the time in a Northern watch, and glancing at 

25 
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i\\o novTs in a Northern jrazctto. Sec hita anJ lii:, i.iiaily 
sitiiiiLC in Northern chairs, and singing and praying out of 
Northern books. See him at the breakfast table, saying 
grace over a Northern plate, eating with Northern eutlery, 
and drinking from Northern utensils. Sec him charmed mth 
the melody of a Northern piano, or mosiog over the pages 
of a Northern novel. See him riding to his neighbor's in a 
Northern carriage, or furrowing his lands with a Northern 
plow. Sec him lighting his cigar with a Northern match, 
and flogging his negroes with a Northern Jash. See him, 
with Northern pen and ink, writing letters on Northern 
paper, and sending them away in Northern envelopes, sealed 
with Northern wax, and impressed with a Northern stamp.'' 
— The Impending Crisis* 

In regard to the figures which my opponent has 
^iven to-night, let me say that his statements touched 

only one side. JTe ofTcrecl figures to prove the great- 
ness of the South ; but he did not, step by step, give 
the Northern balance, as I did in my statistical argu- 
ment. The reason he did not do so, is that he is 
ashamed to. Had he done so truthfully and fiiitai ully, 
the terrible balance against the South would have over- 
whelmed him, as did my argument on that subject the 
other night; for my figures, taken from the Oensus 
Report, cannot be controverted. 

Washington has been again alluded to, this evening, 
as a friend of the Union, and as a slaveholder. Tes, 
gentlemen, Washington was a friend of the Union. So 
am I. If any of you understood me last night ad 
being in favor of a dissolution of the Union, you mis- 
took my meaning. The purport of what I said was, 
that if we must either have slavery eternally, or have 
a dissolution, I would consent even to dissolution in the 
end, in order to get rid of slavery. But I have no 
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belief tbat it will be necessary to dissolve tlie Union to 

Bccure the abolition of slavery. On the contrary, I 
believe that the glorious spirit of humanity rising in 
the North will yet dig a channel, through the ballot- 
box, for the abolition of slavery^ without the necessity 
of resorting to dissolation. 

The name of Washington has been again nscd to add 
sanction to slavery. The name of the ^Father of our 
Country, from whatever portion of it he came, let me 
speak with all due reverence, and that reverence will 
]jc only hei«zhtened as I read these noLlc \vords of his 
to the Marquia de Lafayette on the subject of slavery— 

The schcmCj my dear MaiYjuis, which 3'ou propose as a 
precedent, to encourage the emancipation of the black people 
in this country from the state of bondage in wliich they are 
held, is a strikinir evidence of the benevolence of your heart. 
I ahull he happj/ to Join you in so laudable a work; but will 
defer eoini^ into a detail of the business till I have the 
pleasure of bccing yuu." 

Every time my opponent attempts to cite Washing- 
ton, or any of the Fathers, as favoring American 
slavery, I can answer him with such a quotation as this 
in black and white. 

A matter which I cannot fail to notice, as a pro- 
minent feature of this debate, is the effort upon the 
other side, to change the issue. We came here to dis- 
cuss the question, Should American Slavery be per* 
petuated?" My op)ponent was to support the aflBlrma- 
tive of this question ; but instea-l of offering arguments 
tending to that end he has given us bitter denunciations 
of the liorth, alleging that it is a horrible land, full of 
hypocrisy, pauperism and crime* But if all this be 
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tnie, how does it affect the question whether slavery 

ou^^ht to be abolished ? It does not make the difference 
of a hair in the decision of the question. It strikes me 
that the pot, when it called the kettle black, did not 
whiten itself much, and that it was so conscious of its 
o^vn infernal blackness that it wanted to relieve itself 
by getting the kettle in its company. 

The taunts against Northern religion, so repeatedly 
thrown out, do not affect the issue. If we are all a set 
of hypocrites, is that any reason why the South should 
be all a set of baby-stealcrs ? AVbatever evils prevail 
in the North are not caused by freedom, nor are they 

inseparable from it. 
My opponent has told us of the kindness of masters. 

Supposing it to be proved that masters are most kind, 
how does that change the result of the question whether 
the relation of master and slave is right 7 How does 
that prove that the chattel principle is founded in 
justice? But I do not ackno'.vledge that masters are 
kind. I would not admit the kindness of the master, 
though he should dress his sliive in silks, and fill his 
stomach with the choicest viands of the land. When a 
man hiys his hand on my personality, and blots it out 
"at one fell swoop" — when he takes the keeping of 
my own soul and conscience into his tyrannical hands 
— and then eantingly turns to me and talks about 
kindness, I hurl back the insulting assumption that he 
may, without guilt, trample on my dearest rights. 

Again : The argument has been trailed all through 
this debate, that God allowed the Jews to hold slaves. 
I have shown that the word "servant," as used in the 
Bible, does not mean "slave," and that, therefore, the 
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argument does not at all cover the groond. But even 

supposing that God did allow the Jcwi< to hold slaves, 
how does that touch the question whether the Yankees 
have a right to do so ? Suppose it tme that God did 
permit, in that age, a system of servitude that was 
■wrong; so did he allow polygamy; but docs that fact 
prove that polygamy is right now ? Many things were 
allowed under the Old Testament dispensation, which 
the dearer light of Christianity has swept away — of 
which the hetter day that dawned with the coming of 
Jesus has shown us the error and enormity. Christ, 
at His coming, brushed away all those remnants of a 
darker age, giving us that glorious Gospel, the very 
genius and spirit of which puts all humanity on one 
common level, and makes us all brothers. When the 
growing' light of Christiaoity has shone for eighteen 
hundred years — when ages of human progress have 
gathered their results for our instruction — shall we — 
as wc view blavcry in the light of its horrid con- 
sequences, shown over the track of centuries, in the 
light of its desolating eflfects marked out through the 
whole pathway of history — shall we pronounce it in- 
nocent and God-sanctioned, simply because we read 
that some of the ancient patriarchs, in the darker ages, 
held servants ? Why, gentlemen, if I had not quoted 
a single text, if I had not stopped to reply to my 
opponent's Scriptural argument, such considerations as 
these would be all sufficient to sweep it away forever. 

Let me now recapitulate briefly the points which I 
have endeavored to establish by my several arguments 
in this debate. I have shown that slavery began in 
murder and piracy ; that, such being its illegitimate 
25* 
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and yillanous birtb, it ought to havo died at the first ; 
and that the retribntion of an incensed Qod and the 

just moral sense of the world have been hunting it 
from that tiiuc to this. I have shown that slavery has 
esdsted without the sanction of genuine law ; in defiance 
of the Declaration of Independence ; in yiolation of 
the ConBiitutioii of the United States; in conflict with 
the letter and spirit of the common law, and in the 
ntter absence of any statutary enactment giving it crea- 
tion or sanction. I have swept away all the vestiges 
of legal ^^eonling that have been gathered around it, 
and revealed it to your gaze standing forth in all the 
horrid features of outrage and barbarity that marked it 
at its birth through the slave-trade. I have brought 
to bear on this question not only considerations of 
morals, but considerations of politics, showing how it 
disgraces our nation before the civilized world. I have 
urged against this evil, arguments drawn from the letter 
and spirit of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I have exhibited 
the crushing weight of slavery upon the material wealth 
and progress of the nation. These are the several 
points which I have sought to bring before your minds. 

In reply to what I have said in regard to the Old 
Testament it has been urged that the New Testament 
itself, sanctions slavery. I remark, in reply, that 
slavery locks the Bible, places shackles upon the con* 
science of the Christian, and therefore the New Testa- 
ment is against it. 

My opponent has, from time to time, thrown out 
taunts at fiomanism, because of its retarding influence 
on the enlightenment of the world. He told us that 
the most cruel slaveholders in the South were Roman- 
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ists. I am no Romanist, or defender of the Romanists ; 
still, I do not understand this to be true. And I would 
remark that slavery, in the course it pursues with regard 
to religion^ in locking up the mind of the slave, in 
taking the Bible from his hand, in controlling his con- 
science with the lasli of the slave-driver, in driving him 
from his Sabbath school, in forcing him into a religion 
that he loathes, and out of a religion that he would 
love, if he were not obliged to have it crucified and 
crushed by the enormities practised upon him l>j its 
professors; slavery, in doing all this, develops the 
darkest features of the spirit of Romanism* 

The severest complaint that we can make against the 
Roman Church bears more overwhelmingly against the 
spirit and practice of American slavery, for suppressing 
the Bible, for shackling the rights of conscience, for 
persecuting ministers of the gospel who attempt to 
preach God's ■vvordj for mobbing John G. Fee, for nmr- 
dering Charles T. Torrey, for iniiicting upon the brave 
and good men who have attempted to preach through 
the South the words of Jesus, the same ruffian-like per- 
secution with which Romanism, at some eras of the 
world's history, has met Protestantism. When a man 
comes here prating about the evils of Romanism, while 
at the same time he defends and strives to perpetuate 
a system in the South which is even worse in its rela- 
tion to religion, he is, to say the least, capping the 
climax of inconsistency and absurdity. 

My opponent seems to think that I have slandered 
the people of the South in speaking of them as going 
to the communion table while their negroes arc chained 
to carts. Why, gentlemen, it is but a short time since 
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I heard the Btoi*y of such a transaction related in the 

city ol' Syracuse, by a Presbyterian deacon who had 
been to Florida to work for a year or two, and had been 
driven ont on account of his expression of anti-slavery 
eentiments. He related that one day, going home from 
Presbyterian church, accompanied by a member who 
had in-t partaken with him at the communion-table, he 
looked over the garden-fence of that member as he ap- 
proached his honse, and saw one of his slaves chained 
to tlie cart-'wbeel. B e I n cr as k ed tlie reason, this church 
member answered, that when ho went to meeting he 
dare not leave this slave unless he were chained up, for 
fear that he would commit some depredation. So, here 
was your Florida saint sitting at the communion-table 
while his negro was chained to the cart-wheel at home ! 
Shall I not say that I have done no wrong to the spirit 
of that religion which sanctions the holding of slaves ? 

We have been told (and I suppose the gentleman 
expected it would frighten us) that, because of the grow- 
ing Anti-Slavery spirit of the North, our Northern 
watering-places are failing to receive, of late years, the 
same amount of Southern patronage that they once 
enjoyed ; and that our great commercial cities are fast 
losing the custom of Southern buyers. Ho shakes his 
poor, lean Southern purse at us — as if we cared for 
your pimps that frequent Northern watering-places, as 
if we were so extremely anxious for their monuy that, 
to secure it, we would trample on the rights of man 
and crush four millions of slaves ! Why, gentlemen, 
if the heart of the North should be enlarged with 
Immunity sufficient to procure the liberation of the 
slave, what though our haunts of fashion, with their 
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varied -wickedness be all desolate? what though our 
sales of merchandize be somewhat lessened ? But I 
take the liberty of saying that the statistics to which 
the gentleman has referred in regard to this matter are 
entirely imtrue. Our Northern waterinfr-places and 
our Northern commercial cities are frequented by the 
South as much now as ever before. Xhe number of 
Southern gentlemen in Philadelphia to-night, .buying 
goods, proves it. And they will undoubtedly continue 
to frequent the Norili. So far as this argument is 
concerned^ the crack of the cotton-god's whip will not, 
I take it, have any great effect in suppressing the 
humanity of the citizens of riiiladelphia, or in crushing 
the free spirit of the wliole North. 

As another reason for the abolition of slavery, I 
refer to its spirit as exhibited in the history of Kansas. 
The efforts of the South to push slavery into that ter- 
ritory and spread it upon that virgin soil, are so horrid 
a development of its spirit of ruffianism, that even 
were there no other exhibition of it, it is time that wo 
should exert ourselves to abolish slavery. 

My opponent has, in the course of his speeches, 
sneered at the Maine Law spirit of the North. That 
he should do so, is not surprising; for how, in the 
name of reason, can you carry out your system of ruf- 
fianism in Kansas without wlitaky / How can you ac- 
complish the purposes and aims of the slave power, 
without its terrible ally, the rum power? These two 
monster spirits of wickedness have stood hand in hand 
and shoulder to shoulder in this whole controversy. 
Slavery ought to be abolished, if for no other 
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reason, because it affiliates irith the terrible vice of 

drunkenness. 

A memljur of Congress from my own State was once 
asked how it was that a certain great statesman (whom 
I will not mention because of respect for the name ho 

once bore) was broui^lit clown into the position that bo 
took with regard to the South in one of the great 
issues ojk the slavery question. The answer which this 
gentleman gave was, that just at that time the saloons 
about the capitol were filled with the most villanously 
drugged brandy that ever he knew to be there ; and 
although he did not think that this great statesman 
drank any more than had been his habit previously, 
yet the liquor was so bad tliat it upset his brain, and 
he went in for the whole demands of slavery, the overturn 
of the Missouri Compromise and all. 

And let me tell you an incident in regard to the pas- 
sage of the Nebraska bill — a story of shame that 
should tinge the cheek of every American of spirit. 
On the night when that iniquitous measure was con- 
summated, the Governor-General of Canada sat in the 
House of Representatives until midnight, beside Ger- 
rit Smith, (who, as the newspapers said, ran home and 
did not vote, but who, in truth, was there and did vote.) 
In the midst of that shameful scene— while half the 
members were too drunk to stand up to vote, and the 
others too drunk to bold them up — while the click of 
pi:3tol locks was heard at times, and the gleam of bowie 
knives gave occasional threatenuigs of a fight — during 
the enacting of this mortifying spectacle, brought on 
by the spirit of slavery controlling the Congress of the 
United States, the Governor-General turned to Mr. 
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Smith and said : ** I have witnessed almost as disgrace- 
ful scenes as this in the British House of Commons/' 
Thus did the conrtly foreigner seek to soften the shame 

"^hicli tinged tlic face of Mr. Smitli, iu view of bis 
country's disgrace, by a half apology for the drunken 
row. And thus the spirit of rum and slavery, until 
they be conquered, will over and over ag iin hring us 

into this position of contempt . before the civilized 
world. 

Again: slavery ought to be abolished, because it 
seeks to destroy the freedom of the ballot*box. The 

men in Kansas who wanted to vote like freemen, for a 
Constitution of their own, were driven back by j^lavery's , 
bristling bayonets in drunken hands ; and that too, I 
am afraid, with the spirit of the National Administra- 
tion, under the control of the slave-power, sustaining 
their ruffianism. Our right of free Bullrage at the 
ball or -box, the very core and essence of all our rights, 
is either to be encroached upon more and more until it 
be finally and fatally lost, or we must abolish American 
slavery. 

And let me tell you, freedom in Kansas was secured 
by a firm resistance to this spirit of slavery. Do you 
think it was Congressional speeches that secured free- 
dom in Kansas? You are greatly mi.-t;iken; it was 
glorious ohl John iirown with his armed men. The 
Demon of slavery was beaten back, because he and 
his brave band were on the ground to let her minions 
know that they had caught the spirit of '76, and were 
ready to fight for freedom. 

While on this subject, excuse a little seeming egotism. 
I am proud to say that before John Brown went to 
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Kansas, I liad the privilege, in an Anti-Slaver}' Con- 
vention at Syracuse, of moving a resolution to buy 
rifles for his " boys." I made a speech in favor of the 
resolation, and thougli it did not escape opposition, it 
Avuii carried tlii'oii<j:h entliusuisticallv : the collectiou 
Avas taken up, and John Brown and his "boys" were 
assisted to buy rifles. 

It is the same spirit of firm opposition to the ini- 
quities of American slavery — even to the extent of 
fighting for freedom if necessary — that is indispensable 
to save the liberties of our country. 

Southern religion has been presented to us as the 
Ijighcst type of Christianity. Let me bring to your 
mind a picture, unfortunately not a vision of the ima- 
gination. On the broad lagoon of some African river 
are seen the masts of the slaver, towering above the 
tropical vegetation : 

Hark! from the ship's dark bosom, 

The very sounds of hell ! 
The ringing claiik of iron — 

The maniac's short sharp yell I 
The hoarse, lo%v curse, throat-stifled — 

The infant's starving moan — 
The horror of a breaking heart 

Poured through a mother's groan I 

Now, see that slaver as she approaches her Southern 
port, the tall church spires of which rise in the dis- 
tance. JSoWf look into one of those chnrches* Be- 
member that its leading members are the owners of 
tills vessel ; remember that they provide the market 
for the negroes she has stolen; and buy the human 
chattels which she brings across the water ; remember 
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all this, and thea tell mc whether, in the view of God's 
clear-eyed justice, the slave sliip in the lagoon, -with 
its shneking victims smothering in the hold, is not as 

worthy the name of church as this dome-capped edifice, 
where, in profanation of religion's name, these traf- 
fickers in immortal souls assemble* 

Christ regards all his children alike. God, the 
Father of us all, is acceptably worshipped by fidelity 
to the great law of human brotherhood. Can a man 
love Christ, and at the same time treat as a brute one 
of those precious immortals for whom Christ died ? 

Suppose there is a man, who calls himself my friend, 
who, on every occasion, in every place, is profuse in 
expressions of friendshij) and of praise. Suppose that 
to-night, while I am far from my home, my little flaxen- 
haired boy of four summers has wandered out into the 
darkness, and as he grows bewildered and weary, a 
storm comes on, the lightnings flash athwart the hea- 
vens, and the clouds pour out their rain. As he wan- 
ders on, the storm beating upon his defenceless head 
he sinks helpless into the mire, and must soon perish. 
Just at this moment, my pretended friend comes riding 
along, he who has praised me often and often, and been 
lavish in professions of love. He sees my poor, help- 
less child, and what does he do ? Of course, he will 
get down and take him into the warm, snug carriage. 
Koi he drives ruthlessly over him! Suppose that 
wretch shall come to me to-morrow, renewing his false 
professions and claiuiiiig still to be my warmest friend 
— what shall I say to him ? Shall I not answer, ''No ! 
quit my sight, you heartless hypocrite! Had you 
26 
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loved me, you would have loved my child, and tenderly 
cared for him when in distress." 

Now let me make the application. God is the father 
of us all ; and his poor children, the stricken, heart- 
broken slaves, are groping and struggling in search of 
freedom; the storms of oppression are beating upon 
them : and yet they are trodden down and over ridden 
by the Ohri8tian$ of the South, who are at the same 
time shouting the praises of God, claiming to love him 
devoutly and to be bis sinccrest worshippers. Will not 
God, as their praises rise up to him from hollow hearts, 
answer, "Inasmuch as ye have failed to do it unto the 
least of these, my poor little ones on earth, the door 
of Ilcaven's kingdom is closed against you. Your 
praise is a mockery ; your professed devotion a sham. 
I scorn your oblations and jour fastings. An accept- 
able fast is * to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke.* " 

Yet we are told that clergymen at the North who 
plead for the rights of the slave, are derelict in their 
duty — ^false to the holy religion they profess. What ! 
are only they true ministers of God's gospel who can 
lend the sanction of His word to the barbarities of 
slavery ! 

Just 6odl^a&d theae are they 

Who miniBter at Thine altar, God of Right I 
Men who their hende with prayer and bleesfng lay 

On Israel's ark of light I 

What I preach — and kidnnp men? 

Give thanks — and rob Thine own afBieted poorf 
Talk of Thy glorious liberty^ — and then 

Boh hard the captiTe's doort 
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Whall iervaati of tbine own 

Merdfol Son, who ewne to seek and tave 
The homeless and the onteast— fettering dom 

The tasked and plundered slave t 

Pilate and Hetod, friends 1 

Chief priests and nilers, aa of old» oombine! 
Just God and holy I is that ohnrch which lends 

Strength to the spoiler, Thine? 

Paid hypocrites I who turn 

Judgment aside, and rob the Holy Book 
Of those high words of truth which search and bom 

In warning and rebuke. 

And now, my fiiendSi my argument is done. With- 
out fear of being contradicted by the warmest friend 

of the slave, I say, I have dona my duty. According 
to my own poor ability, and with whatever strength 
God has given me, I have done my duty to the four 
millions of stricken ones whose wail comes to us on the 
Southern breeze — to the voiceless maidens, sold in 
Southern shambles — to the strong-armed men, ren- 
dered mute by chains. Could all the slave population 
of the South hear me to-night, I would venture to 
stand before them and say that at least to them, my 
poor, crushed and outraged brethren, I have, in this 
debatCi whatever may have been my faults^ done my 
duty as a brother man. 

I have also, as well as my humble powers enabled 
me, done my duty to the cause of freedom. I have 
given np my heart to her glorious inspiration, and put 
all my energies in accord with her noblest instincts 
and loftiest aims. If I have failed of the success that 
might have been wibhed, the cause must be found in 
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my own lack of power. Bat, gentlomen, I have been 
sttccessful. I stand here, witk all you men of heart 

and intelligt'iice to sustain me, vihcn I affirm that, in 
the argument of this debate 1 have been most eminentlj 
Buecessful. 

I have done my duty; will you do yours? Will 

you raise the standard of huniaiiity in this broad land? 
Will you be true to the aims and purposes of freedom ? 
Will you give up your heart to the moving and growing 
impulses which are urgin<^ the world up to higher light 
and broader truth, and nobler brotherhood ? Will you, 
taking the sentiments I have uttered, and the princi- 
ples X have advocated, weave them into your lives, and 
work them out in your relation to the politics of the 
country ? "\\'e need a holier politics, as well as a holier 
religion — a higher type of statesmanship, a nobler 
motive of political union , the recognition of govern* 
ment as coming from God, and deriving all its sanctity 
from the Divine command. Let us engage in tlic per- 
formance of civil duties as men and Christians; and 
then, v^en we shall appreciate the glory and dignity 
of true human government, recognizing 6od as its 
author, and His principles as the guiding light in 
administering the affairs of a nation, we shall cleanse 
our land from the foul wrong of American slavery, so 
that we shall no longer be the scorn of the civilized 
world. Then it will be no longer true that 

*' While every flap of England's flag 
Proclaims that all around are free, 
From farthest Ind to each blue crag, 
That beetles o'er the Western sea;" 
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our oim America, -mth her boasted repuMicanisiii, and 

liberty, and religion, is a land -where four millions of 
slaves sigh for freedom. And they will obtain their 
freedom as they ought to have it. Then^ indeed, may 
we boast of the glory of onr land. Then will the 
heart of humanity look upwards. Then will the eye 
of God light up with a more kindly smile as he looks 
down upon us. Then will the world he blessed^ not 
only by the example of the fathers, but by the glorious 
deeds of the sons of the glorious fathers who achieved 
the Americau Eevolation. 

"So let it be 1 In God's own might, 
"We gird us for the coming light, 
And, BtroDg in Him whose cause is Oius» 
In conflict with unholy powers, 
We grasp the weapons He has given— 
The light, and tratbi and love of heaven 
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